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The Registrar viewed

@ the material and decided it was a matter for Police attention.

The Police treated the report seriously and involved the West Midlands Police
Counter Terrorism Unit (WMP CTU). At this stage the Registrar set up a small
Incident Management Team to handle the University response to Police
involvement,

On Tuesday 13" May 2008 a search team from the WMP CTU arrived at
University Park and over several days seized numerous items. On Wednesday
14" May 2008, Officers from the WMP CTU together with local Officers from
Nottinghamshire Police arrested a student, Riswaan Sabir, for interfering with
their investigation

emmmp both were arrested at University Park and detained under the Prevention
of Terrorism Act 2000. Numerous statements were then obtained from University

staff, including the Registrar.

On Tuesday 20" May 2008 both men were released without charge and warned
regarding future possession of the manual. The decision was taken following the
advice from the Crown Prosecution Service Team specialising in Terrorism
offences and included a full review of all the evidence, including exhibits,
statements from witnesses and statements from the defendants. This included
the Registrar’s statement and statements from Academics in the School of

1 Politics.
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Riswaan Sabir has returned to the University to continue his studies and he will,
in due course, be seen and advised by the Registrar.
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The arrests under the Prevention of Terrorism Act ST TRt R IITRANY)

inevitably caused issues for the University and
there are still a number of outstanding matters to address. The Police have
confirmed that their enquiry into the arrests under the Prevention of Terrorism is
now concluded. Their view is that the University could not have handled the
situation any differently and they praised us, as did DIUS, for our response to
media enquiries and the arrangements for the demonstration.
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About half way down on the far left the title ‘Al Qaeda training manual’ alarmed
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At approximately 9:30am that day Riswaan Sabir was seen in the Trent building
and he was asking questions as to what had happened to his friend ‘Hish'.
Riswaan Sabir is well known to University Security, regularly talking to Security
Officers, following his arrest by the Police at University Park on 30" November
2007 in order to prevent a breach of the peace, when a protest relating to the

ics.

Palestinian Wall got out of hand. The WMP CTU were uncomfortable with what T

was interpreted as Riswaan interfering with the investigation into Hicham Yezza
and he was therefore arrested in the B Floor gent'’s toilets of the Trent Building.
Before his arrest he is known to have entered an office in the Graduate School,

- where he used a telephone to ring Hicham’s mobile telephone. This call was not

answered and Riswaan left a message to alert Hicham of the Police activity.
Shortly after the arrest of Riswaan,

Following the arrests the joint Police investigation continued apace and this
involved several staff being interviewed, especially in Human Resources, Student
Services, the School of Politics and of course the Head of School and School
Manager in SML. The Registrar also made a comprehensive statement regarding
his involvement and the important views that he put across, specifically in
relation to the possession of the Al Qaeda training manual by a member of staff

or a student are reproduced below:

both arrests being under the Prevention of Terrorism Act 2000.
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‘I am the Registrar at the University of Nottingham and have a humber of
responsibilities that include the management and supervision of all of the
administration that surrounds a student’s time at the University, and also
as a member of the Senior Management Team I advise on the University
statutes and regulations. This would also include staff discipline issues. I
am responsible for the formation of policies and procedures within the
University and also the supervision and adherence issues that arise from a

breach of a policy.

I have a highly responsible role regarding the reputation and running of
our University and as such, immediately recognised that due to the serious
nature of the content of the three documents, I had a duty to notify the
Police and ensure that this matter was fully investigated. I have been
requested by the Police to explain the University’s policy around the use of
information and any codes of conduct or behaviour that exist within our

organisation.

Firstly I wish to say that our University is clearly a large Academic body
and we are heavily involved, as are all our students, in areas of research.
However, this does not mean that our staff and students have the freedom
to complete untrammelled trawls of research without any due
consideration of the law. By this I mean our staff and students have a
responsibility to ensure that the research is appropriate and allied to their
work and are not allowed to access material that is offensive etc. This area
is explained in more detail within our Code of Practice for users of
University Computing facilities. I have handed DS Quilty a copy of this
policy. Within the University we have in place ethics committees in areas
of "Animal Scientific Procedures’ and also within ‘Medical Science”.

The Ethical Review Committee are allied to the Home Office and are in
place to ensure that our practices and research in these areas are
supervised and monitored. This is an example of how seriously we
consider our aobroaches to research and education in all aspects.
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I have been asked to comment on the validity of research and the use of
the Al Qaeda manual to assist any such research. I would expect any
student who is researching at such a high academic level, to have a good
understanding of the legality issues surrounding the manual and to seek
supervision via their tutor before any consideration of the document as

research material.

1 feel that it is utterly indefensible for him to have
possession of the said documents. The sending of any of the said
documents is a clear breach of the University’s Policy and Code of Practice
relating to the use of the University’s computers’.



Previous @ge repeated: from separate requasgeu Data Protection Act

With regard to our students, yes I want our students to be able to conduct
critical research and would encourage this throughout their work.
However, we trust them to be sensible with their approach to their work
and if they cross this line they will be called to account. To control this all
students are referred to a ‘Code of Discipline for Students’ when they
enrol. I have handed a copy of this document to DS Quilty.

By registering as a student at the University, all students accept that they
are governed by the Code of Discipline for Students. All students are also
bound by the Code of Practice for users of the University computing
facilities as referred to earlier.

I have been asked to comment on the validity of research and the use of
the Al Qaeda manual to assist any such research. I would expect any
student who is researching at such a high academic level, to have a good
understanding of the legality issues surrounding the manual and to seek
supervision via their tutor before any consideration of the document as

research material.

A full copy of the Registrar’s statement is retained in the Security Office for
viewing by the Vice-Chancellor or his nominee if required.

On the morning of Tuesday 20" May 2008 the Registrar was asked to attend
Police Headquarters for a meeting with Assistant Chief Constable, Ian Ackerley,
Detective Superintendent Stephen Lowe and Chief Superintendent Sean Beebe.
The Registrar was accompanied by the Head of Security and they were formally
informed, around 1:00pm, that a decision had been taken to release Riswaan
Sabir and Hicham Yezza without charge. They were in fact released without

charge later that afternoon.

Both men were told that further enquiries were continuing and that the Police
may wish to speak with them again if any further items of concern are
discovered. They were issued with a notice on their release stating that they had
material in their possession of a kind likely to be useful to a person committing or
preparing an act of terrorism, that the University did not consider it necessary for
them to have the material in their possession in the course of their
study/employment and that if they were found to be in further possession of this
material in future it would lead to further investigation and possible further arrest
and detention. The Police did not give the University the opportunity to be
involved in the drafting of this notice nor did they give an opportunity for the
University to suggest any amendments. A copy of the notices have been retained
in the Security Office and can be produced to the Vice-Chancellor or his nominee

if required.

which as described also led to the arrest of
Riswaan, the decision to apply for a further remand in custody after two days and
the decision to release without charge after a total of six days in custody was
taken following the advice from the Crown Prosecution Service Team specialising
in Terrorism offences. The decision to release without charge took some six hours
of reviewing all the evidence, including exhibits, statements from witnesses and
statements from the defendants. Given that Riswaan had admitted possession
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- member of support staff should never be in question,

and transmission, stating that he had it for research purposes, and that i lau
only sent it to Hicham solely for the purpose of obtaining free printing services
the Crown Prosecution Service had somewhat reluctantly accepted that, at the
time but not of course in future, they had a reasonable excuse for possession.
This of course does have wide reaching ramifications, especially in relation to
others who have been convicted, imprisoned, awaiting trial or appeal in relation

to possession of an Al Qaeda training manual.

Although the inappropriate possession of the Al Qaeda training manual by a
it is worthy of note that the

wording in notice for the student in relation to the University not considering it
necessary for him to have it in his possession was not just solely based on the
Registrar’s statement. In addition to the Registrar’s statement the wording was
arrived at by also considering many other aspects of the case, including
statements taken from Academics in the School of Politics. Apparently, while
some Junior Lecturers condoned possession, the consensus of opinion amongst
the more Senior Lecturers was that possession was not necessary.
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< This of course does have wide reaching ramifications, especially in relation to
1 others who have been convicted, imprisoned, awaiting trial or appeal in relation
to possession of an Al Qaeda training manual.

Although the inappropriate possession of the Al Qaeda training manual by a
member of support staff should never be in question,
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has also been informed, in confidence, that the version of
the Al Qaeda training manual held by was obtained from the
US Department of Justice website. This version, which formed part of the exhibits
in a trial in America, has now been removed from the site. It is classed as a
tactical document which actually contains specific detail on the methods of how to
kill someone rather than the more strategic document, freely available from
Amazon, that talks about strategy and the effects of Terrorism. As an example
the strategic document will tell you that a person can be killed by having their
neck broken while the tactical document tells you exactly how do it.
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community impact of arrests as well as looking at the reasons for the possession
of the Al Qaeda training manual.







