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Abstract: In May 2008, on the campus of the University of Nottingham, two men of
ethnicminority background a student and an administratovere arrested and held for

six days under the Terrorism Act 2000. Their crime was to have in their possession three
documents a | | of which were, i n fact, avVheil abl e
police had made their arrests based on erroneous evidence provided by two men: the
Registrar of the University of Nottingham and an academic within the institution.
Subsequently, despite being made aware of the mistakes it had made, the university no

only refused to apologise to the two arrested men but it also began to resort to defensive
measures that attempted to discredit the names both of the two accused and of innocent
university employees. Untruth piled on untruth until a point was reachee wWieeHome

Of fice itself farcically came to advertise t
can be learnt from what happened at the University of Nottingham. This incident is an
indication of the way in which, in the United Kingdom of todaguyg Muslim men can

become so easily tarred 'with the brush of be
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And if all others accepted the lie which the Party impdsédall records told the
same talé then the lie passed into history and became truth.
George Orwell19842

Life is always simple for the prejudiced. Indeed, the very point about-a pre
judgement is that it is a conclusion reached before the complexity of the
world is allowed to make any difference. The fats forced to fit a pre
formed picture.

Giles Fraser, Canon Chancellor

This is not a normal academic article. It does not pretend to be anything other than a
description of events. Nevertheless, | believe (and | apologrséhé use of the first
person, but it is unavoidable throughout) that this article is important. The story | relate
here stems from the arrest of two men on suspicion of terref&ed offences on the
campus of the University of Nottingham in May 2088th were released without charge
after six days. The events surrounding their arrest may be simply a story, but it is a
salutary one: salutary for anyone involved in the teaching, researching or studying of
terrorism or its related issues; salutary fory@ne involved in the administration of
universities or ministries of state; and salutary too for the police and security services.
Il n writing this article | may be accused
contract of employment warnsemagainst this. | am, though, not bringing my university
into disrepute; merely those who run it. There is a difference. As an alumnus myself of
the University of Nottingham, | would heartily say that it is a very good university, all
things considered. éven took a drop in rank and pay to come back to Nottingham as a
lecturerin20071 had been a senior | ecturer at Ki
| must also establish nfyone fidesn writing this article. | am not a usual suspect in
terms of beimguaebvdéabb am not some shrill
International Security and Terrorism, and | came late to academia having first spent nine
years as an ordinary O0squaddied in a Briti
spent hree years in Northern Ireland in a courterorism role. This included a six
month period in a police station in West Belfast (Springfield Road) operating in an
intelligence capacity. | was working there alongside members of the Royal Ulster
Constabulay (as it was called then). | slept in the same dormitories as these policemen,
ate in their canteen and was constantly in their company. The only time that | ever
stepped out of this police station during this entire six months (bar five days leave) was to
go out on patrol with these same policemen. Thus I got to know something about-counter
terrorism policing above and beyond what any soldier in Northern lIreland would
naturally learn. Thus, in writing this article, | at least have some grasp of the issues
involved?

2 George Orwell1984(London: Penguin 2008), p.37.
3 GilesFraser Isl@nophobiais the moralblind spotof todayds Britaind TheGuardian, 22 January2011,

p.34.
4I have also suffered the results of terrorism. | lost six friend$tungbin 1988 | am no defender of
terrorists.
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| Ieft the army as a sergeant having once
the Queen herself. Again, decorated sergeants from British Army infantry regiments who
have been involved at the cdate of counteterrorism do not normiy make good

Orebel 6 materi al at universities. Neverthele
I feel I have a duty to o6éwhistleblowbd aga
personnel within this university engaged in activity that can be classedfas, u

di scriminatory and, somet i mes Whistlebtowingg h t il

Codd confirms my right to raise concerns whe
commi tted. 6 This has happened at Nototi ngham
have a duty under apersoshastaiedtecorhptywith thgirtegat when ¢
obligatiors 0 . This has happened at Nottingham and
al so have a duty undeamiscariagest justiaeltbeocctired r e por t
This has occurred at Nottingham and | must therefore bring it to light.

Moreovert he UNESCO guidelines for universities
education teaching personnel should have tf
functioning of higher educ atamcheremakisgtuset ut i on ¢
of this right. Additionally, in the United Kingdom universities are publicly funded bodies
and the British public has a right to know, under the Public Interest Disclosure Act 1998,
how their institutions are conducting themselves. And, of course, my employer

ecourages free expression: 0The University
free arena for debate and di ssentéeveryone
speech and expression within the | awb . I é
Evest hing | am saying® here is 6within the | aw

Given all of the above, | feel | have a moral and, indeed, a legal obligation to bring
into the public domain the activity | relate here.

This desire to bring to public attention what has happenatljsahappening, at the
University of Nottingham is not done in a purely negative context. Above all, what |
reveal in this article is designed to clear the names of two innocent men. One of these was
a student | had a responsibility for: Rizwaan SabirBf#ish student of Pakistani
descent). Thus in writing this article | anin the only way | seem to have open to me
continuing to fulfil the duty of care that | am legally obliged to provide to this student.

Back in 2008 Sabi tin myalepartsneninthesStheal df Bolitisst u d e n
and International Relations at the University of Nottingham. | was, in my role at that time
as the Postgraduate Tutor, responsible for thelvetlg of all of the postgraduates in the
School. If any of them fackeproblems or difficulties then it was my job to try and help
them as best | could.

So to affirm after all this preamble, | am presenting this article from a position, | feel,
of some authority and in order to defend my student. My first duty hag to Ibhis
student, Rizwaan Sabir, and not to the University of Nottingham.

It might reasonably be asked as to why | am going public with this article. Why am |
not raising the issues | relate here with responsible bodies? Well, | have tried very hard
up to now to keep all the details of this entire imbroglihduse. | have stopped stories
running in the media, and | have given senior management at the University of

5 This UNESCOdocumenfuidesthe behaviourof the worldés universities The Statusof Higher
EducationTeachingPersonnel 1997 ,SectionB, Sefi-governancendcollegialityd .
6 University of Nottinghamportal statemen23 May 2008
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Nottingham every chance to carry out their own investigations and to take the necessar

actions. Despite the evidence that | have presented to manageewtéence which |

believe to have begorima faciein terms of proving serious malpractic@o action has

been taken against anyone internally (apart from myself for raising thesd)isshase

also gone to outside bodies, which | presumed would have some oversight capacity in

regard to UK universities. But none of the bodies | approached would investigate this

matter: | wrote to the government minister then responsible for univerditreent tothe

English universitiesd funding body, t he Hig
(HEFCE), ancentreatiesveremadeto the ParliamentaryODmbudsman who supposedly
oversees the activities of the statebds Opub
was not their job to investigate the behaviour of universities. There is, in fact, no
oversight of universities in this country (unless they engaggnancial impropriety);

they are, it would seem, allowed to be completely autonomous and accountable to no

one. In other words, they are laws unto themselves.

This article is long. It needs to be of such length so that enough evidence isguresen
and enough facts established in order that it can make its case clearly and unequivocally.
Evidence presented from a variety of sources and angles must be allowed to coalesce,
accrete and harden. And such evidence must be seen in a certain contegaiastia
certain background. Both context and background take time to describe and develop.
Some issues that | raise here might, on their own, be seen as excusable behaviour or as a
misinterpretation of the facts. However, if viewed with a certain contextind and
against the background supplied by other evidence then such issues come to be seen in a
different lightit hei r true | ight. | wi-rscho md wWheaatvseo eavbes
for anyone who is guilty of malfeasance. And, of course, byeptagy so much evidence
then the possibility of any litigation can be completely removed. This article is, perforce,
also forensic in character, and it therefore does not read well. Additionally, it is
repetitive; but it has to be in order that points ewatinually reinforced and linked to
other evidence.

| name names here. Some might find this unethical. But those who work for a UK
university work for a publicly funded institution and, as such, they must accept the
consequences of so doing. | alsse names here because | want to be very clear to whom
| am referring, and thus to absolve of any blame those at the University of Nottingham
who have behaved honourably. And, since nothing | say here is unitrwan all be
checked against documentamdence- | am not defaming anyone.

As | say, the concerns | have been raising within the university have led to
disciplinary action against myself. My concerns have related both to the arrests of the two
meni Sabir and Hicham Yezza (an Algerian oagal) - and to threats | perceive being
made to the principles both of freedom of speech and of academic freedom in the UK.
Both have come under some pressure at the University of Nottingham during the general
postarrests fallout. So far | have attendesdven disciplinary hearings of various types
(and refused to attend another). | first received an Official Oral Warning, which was later
extended to an Official Written Warning. This will be on my record for two years, and |
cannot be promoted during thgeriod; i.e. back to my original 2007 rank of senior
lecturer. Facing dismissal if | became subject to any more disciplinary action, | kept a
lower profile. This, though, did not prevent me from being subject to yet further charges.

A case of harassmenprfinstance, was recently taken out against me by my Head of
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School (a case presented for him by my own union, the UCU). At the very same time, his
superior, the Dean of the School of Social Sciences and a professor colleague in my own

School of Politics lso made formal complaints against MfeThi s professords c
sanctioned by the Registrar, was that | had made Freedom of Information requests of
personnel in the School of Politics!) Most of these charges, though, were basically
rehashes ofaccusabns t hat | was already O6serving tin
dismissal, but rather in the judgment by the M&igancellor that | merely needed, quote,

6addi ti on & Aftemiésnltmade iore dirtal. attempt in February of 2011 to get

this Vice-Chancellor to investigate some of the issues | was raising. | was, however, told

by him that I was maki ng ounwar rmaoret ed al |l
6i nvestigati on s &y HeadtobSchugl ant thé Reani them found even

more chages to lay against me. These were, again, mostly ones | had faced before. There

were, though, some interesting new ones. | am now charged, for instance, with not
providing correct copies of my course readi

These werdi ncorrectd in that on one occasion |
front pagebo,; I had also infringed School p o
modul e gui deod, and | was accused of not su
t empf’At e60of these disciplinary échargeso wert

on my part. | may finally be dismissed, though, if they are, indeed, confirmed to be
breaches of discipline.
| relate all this above detail about my disciplinary higtiororder to provide a flavour
of just what sort of a place the University of Nottingham is; how far it will go in trying to
silence its recalcitrant employees, and the type of behaviour its senior management can
indul ge in when | gf6t to their own dautonom
My issues, however, are as nothing compared to the blight put on the lives of the two
men arrested. Their alleged misdemeanours will be on their records for considerably
longer than two years. Despite the fact that they were released withoge ctigry have
clearly been oOtarred©. - thewDepargnent éor Busiress; depa
Innovation and Skills (BIS which oversees UK universities) and the Home Offibave
both produced documentation that clearly indicates that they look upse tivo as
being involved, at the very least, in O6extr
and quite incredibly, Sabir and Yezza are erroneously listed in a document disseminated
by the Home Office as beimtge UK Sabir hasfalsoa 6 maj o
been subject to questioning (and sometimes searches) by police when he has crossed into
Europe. When he returned from a holiday in Spain in July 2010 his phone and Blackberry
were confiscated by police Special Branch at East MaHaairport. Additionally, on a
freezing cold night in February 2010, Sabir was sitting having a cigarette in his car
outside his house (his family would not allow him to smoke inswegn he was

! ProfessoPaulHeywood ProfessorSarahOfHaraandProfessoPhilip Cowley.

8 Letterof Vice-ChancellorProfessoDavid Greenawayo author 1 November2010.All the emails letters

andnotesthatfollow in this article havebeenreleasedinderFreedonof Informationlegislation

o Letterto authorfrom Vice-ChancelloProfessionaDavid Greenawayl11 February2011.

10 Containedn letter of complaintmadeby ProfessoiPaulHeywood Headof Schoolof Politics, to

Reqistrar 4 February2011.

11Ted Bromund and Morgan Roach, 6Backgrounder: I sl ami ¢
the global networkThe Hertage Foundation26 October 2009. p.13
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O0stoppedbd by a passing police patrol (i1t w a
This search was later, in July 2010, admitted by Nottinghamshire Constabulary to have
been &éunl aws$oweed randéidy sthppesl byathe police several times while
driving his car around Nottingham. On one occasion, in the centre of Nottingham, his car
was pulled over and searched at a police checkpoint by maghmtoting officers! And
Sabir, of course,annot even think about visiting the United States. Yezza was not my
student and so | will not discuss his case. His later tribulations came about because, after
his release on the terrorism charges, he wasrested for immigratiomelated offences
hisvisa having run out.
Both men- and every shred of evidence points to this being the-casee, and are,

completely innocent of any |link whatsoever
not Oextremistsd; thegnhawaynoanbbetehevvrdddce
O6possessod jihadist or extremist |iterature.

They were simply caught up in an extraordinary set of circumstances that might be
described as laughable if the consequencdsibibeen quite so severe. And, at the heart
of their tribulations, there does seem to be something really rather dark; something |
would never have believed existed in a modern British university and, indeed, within
modern British society.

| have taken inordinate care to get my facts right here. The events described are
sourced to either my own experiences (with corroborating written evidence) or to
materiali emails, notes, reports, dt¢hat have (so far) been made public under Freedom
of Information (Fol) and Data Protection Act (DPA) legislation. Much, though, has been
hidden by the University of Nottingham, by the BIS and by the Home Office. Both
Rizwaan Sabir and myself have been arguing that the university does not have the right to
continueto keep certain material seciietincluding our own personal data and reports
written specifically about us. It is clear, despite the fadtttina University of Nottingham
boasts it 6is committed to high stcsisdards o
affairs with due regar d '%Foringtancebwhenyhé botdyh at t h
Academi cFOlI . Com asked all universities in t
Bullying and Harassmentd®é cases tIResseluni ver si
Group university- and one of only nine universities out of a total of 14®t to return
any dat a. The university citTeedUnidemityiok acy co
Nottingham is a university actually characterised by secrecy, rathrebyhapenness.

What is described in the following pages is a story that unequivocally points to the
unfair and discriminatory treatment of two young Muslim men. It is a story of how the
innocent possession of a document that was freely availablébaarg book can lead to
the supposition (if not actual belief) that
This is the story of mistakes, of oversights, of extraordinarily malevolent behaviour and
of displays of stupidity quite biblical in scopad scale. And such behaviour was evident
across the whole rank spectrum: from the very bottom rungs of university management
all the way up to government ministers. This story also brings to light what appears to be
outright illegal behaviour by senioranagement in the University of Nottingham. This
university did not provide the duty of care to Rizwaan Sabir and to Hicham Yezza that it

f
i

12 University of Nottingham WHhiistleblowingCode .

13, . . .
OWor kplace Bullying and Harassmentd survey, Academi
http://www.academicfacon/bullyingharassmentindexm accessed 12 January 2011.
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was obliged to do according to both English Common Law and, of course, the University
of Notti nghamos individuals withim thes der@os manayement of this
university went on, moreover, to break the law in other areas as well.
Given the behaviour of a number of staff within the University of Nottingham, it
would in fact be no surprise if the universitgie | f had been acting as
agent. The radicalisation of young Muslim men in this country is a process which a host
of government agencies in this country are supposedly trying to thwart. And since
radicalisation is most often generated byealihgi however misplaced of unfair
treatment then the (clearly) unfair treatment meted out to Sabir and Yezza by the
University of Nottingham can be seen as being, in and of itself, a radicalising act. It
would be no surprise, therefore, if not onlg ttwo men directly affected, but also their
friends and other Muslim students within and beyond the University of Nottingham,
came to be o6éradicalisedd by the sense of
behaviour. Universities in the United Kingdomeaupposed to be actimgainstagents
of radicalisation on their campusesthey are notthemselvessupposed to be the
radicalising agents.
This article, as | say, is also concerned with bringing to light the ways in which
t oday ds Br iest- subjéct, as theyvseem goi be, to little or no oversigtan
insidiously introduce control mechanisms that both challenge the principle of academic
freedom and which, furthermore, seek to hide acts of malfeasance. The University of
Nottingham seemsothave been completely unabashed in the way it has gone about
defending its corporate image and in maintai
This article additionally provides for a
enough in itself, but whaoccurred at Nottingham can properly be described as a
particularly malign variant of this phenomenon. It seems that in the United Kingdom of
today, when important and influential actors across a range of institutiomsersity,
security agencies andogernment departmentsare presented with a set of facts in
relation to young Muslim men then those facts have to be shoehoriexdvever
bizarrely and however unfairlyinto conforming to a certain orthodoxy.

The arrests on campus

In the late afternoow f Monday, 12 May 2008, the Univer
administrative officer, the Registrar, Dr Paul Greatrix, was told by members of staff in

the School of Modern Languages that three suspicious documents had been found on the
computer of one Hitam Yezza. Yezza was working as a junior administrator in the

School and was absent from work on this particular day. In his subsequent statement to

the police the Registrar states:

I can say with strong clarity that the d
computer are entirely inappropriateél S ece
the documents to exist and be avail abl e
indefensible for him to have possession of the said documents. The

sending of any of the said documentsidaecar br each of the Univ
Policy and Code of Practice relating t o
computers.



The Registrar goes on to say that he 0i mmed
content of th¥ three documentso.

And whatwerethee t hr ee documents that had O6n
documents which were o6utterly indefensi
documents which could not be sent via t
articles fom the journald-oreign Affairsand theMiddle East Policy Council Journal
while the other was a publicly available document downloaded fronUtited States
Departmenbf Justice(US DoJ) websité>

Foreign Affairs of cour s e, can properly be describ
covering 6foreign affairs©o. I't can be bought
us such worldamous articles as Georgeekh nan o s 6Long Tel egr amb
parameters for Cont ai nment during the Cold
6Clash of Civilisationsdé thesis in article -
Washingtorbeltway publication asForeign Afairs would contain an article that,
according to the Registrar, had éno valid re
of the USbasedMiddle East Policy Council Journahight be surprised to learn that one
of their articles was so incendiaryath it coul d not be sent via a

The latter document referred to by the Registrar, and takentfrerdS DoJ website,
was known as thal Qaeda Training Manudf® It had originally been put on this website
in 2000, and had themeen added to other US government websites such as those of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the US Air Force. It is also freely available on
line and in several book forms.

And let us be clear here. All three of these publicationsthadh 6 no val i d rea:
exi st whatsoeverodo were also availabl-e from 1
although at that time the book, th¢ Qaeda Training Manualwould have had to have
been ordered through the iMérary loan system (class maHV6431). However, in
this particular book form the reader would be rewarded with a more complete version
than that available on any US government website, such as that of the US DoJ (174 pages
as opposed to 148)This is important to note for futurefezence: the document that led
to the arrests, th&l Qaeda Training Manualappears in itfullest and most complete
form as a book available from tlihfact, &mfi ver si t
2011, a new (201QYK-publishedversionof the Al Qaeda Training Manual which is

14Garv Stevens (Univeristy Head of Security), oO6Strict]
Chancellor, Sir Colin Campbell, in relation to the Arrests of Student Riswadrspddir and (hame

redacted) on Wednesday"iMla y 2 0 0Thié is ungate8 but was written in the last week of June

2008. Hereinafter O0Security Reporto.

¥ Gordon ,  O0The e nFdreignfAffaBswel.l89, dlo. 4 (2006), lppu 86 o n 6 ,
http://www.brookingseduviewdarticlegsgordor2006070Ipdf; Quentin Witorowicz and J.
in the name of I sl am: al QMedeaEéssPolicuGouncifloumat i on f or Se
Vol.10, No. 2 (2003) ahttp://www.mepcorg/journal vol10/0306 witorowiczkaltneraspaccesse80 May

2010

18 There is some evidence that Sabir may have downloaded it from thefi@def American Scientists

(FAS) website The FAS site was set up as a research tool for use by, among others, university students.

The FAS version of thAl Qaeda Training Manualand the one more likely to be useddbtydents, is

considerably longer and more detailed than the US DoJ version.

17Jerry Post (edMilitary Studies in the Jihad Against the Tyrants: The Al Qaeda Training Manual

(Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala: US Air Force Counterproliferation Center, 2004).
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now the most complete evepublished- is on the shelves othe University of
Nottinghamo s (Thereé ate nbw tva \@nsigns of thd Qaeda Training
Manualavailable that are complete and have nothing taken out. One is available from the
OFederation of Ameri can Sci akrecenlypabishedaebsi t e,
in the UK. The US DoJ version and the one previously availabl&noazon (Pavilion

Press edition) both have chapter$18removed.)

It is also important to note here that nowhere in any of his written statements does the
Registar talk of conducting even the simplest of internet checks or of seeking either
advice or guidance from elsewhere as to the nature of these publications.

This police statement of the Registrar is contained in a university document called the
0SegurRietport 6.-wiTiht senwalsy ctohe Regi strar and |
Security, Gary Stevens It was written for the perusal of the Vi€hancellor and the
uni versitydos Management Board. The Registrar
the sequence of events leading to the arrestshdnearly part of his statement the
Registrar tells how the police were initially called in on the evening of 12 May 2008. He
says, o1 understand that Stuart Croy <cont a
(Stuart Croy is the deputy head of securityhat University of Nottingham.) This makes
it sound as if the Registrar did not have much input into the decision to actually involve
the police. However, later in the statement he changes tack to make it clear that he did
actually made the decision to mive the police. This is also important to note in light of
|l ater events. It was his, he says, O6responsi

I have a highly responsible role regarding the reputation and running of

our university and as such, immediately retuegd that due to the serious

nature of the content of the three documehtsad a duty to notify the

police a n d t o ensure that t his matter was
responsible for the formation of policies and procedures within the

University®

Thust he calling in the police was the Registr
he does not mention any Orisk assessmentd be
fact to note.

Officers from Nottinghamshire Constabulary duly arrivedcampus and decided to
draft in others from the West Midlands Police Couwdterrorism Unit (WMPCTU).
These arrived the next day (Tuesday) and se
Trent Building were carried out. Yezza was still absent from wbhe searches were
still ongoing the next day, Wednesday 14 Ma
in the School of Politics and a friend of 3
office. There he met a (white, English) lecturer from the Skchbdlodern Languages

18 Anonymous Al QaedaTraining Manuat Military Studesin the Jihadagainstthe Tyrants(Milton
Keynes BooksExpressPublishing 2011).The University of Nottingham library initially refused to buy a
copy of this book (£19.95 from Amazon). | insisted, quotiidE SCOquidelineswhich state that
university libraries cannot apply censorship in accepting books into the library.

19 Stress addedr PaulGreatrix(Registra}, statemenin dBriefing Notedattachedo email of histo Head
of Security Gary Stevenf 26 June2008at 06.53.This Briefing Notets pagenumbershavebeenredacted
Herein after Briefing Noted .
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who was concerned that Yezzads office had b
universityods security staff was posted out si
what the problem was, but he would not enlighten him. [€btirer then asked Sabir if

he knew. Sabir did not. Sabir himself then questioned the security guard outside the

of fice and he, t oo, was rebuffed. The Secur
approximately 9:30 that day Riswaan [sic] Sabir wansa the Trent building and he

was asking questions as to what had happene
Yezza to ask him if he was all right (he actually feared that Yezza might have died!). He

received no reply. Since he lacked the fundm#ontain a call facility on his phone, he

could not ring Yezza. So Sabir then went to a nearby office and asked to use their phone

to call Yezza. Yezza did not answer, and so Sabir left a message. He then went for a
coffee with a (white, German) friendam caf e not far from both Ye
masterod6s students study room where Sabir nor

It is at this point that a university security officer appears to have alerted the police as
to Sabirds interest itn pYwetzs ai.t :Asd Thhee VBMR uCT |
uncomfortable with what was interpreted as Riswaan [sic] interfering with the
investigation ®nto Hicham Yezzab.

Sabir, on leaving the cafe, went to the toilet. As the Security Report describes it, he
wasthenarrestd 6i n the B floor gentds [sic] toil e
of ficerso. Thi s * waslhe firdt fima ¢hat Sdbir Kméwsof aayrpoliees t |
involvement. There were no uniformed officers or marked police vehicles in or near the
Trent Building. In the Security Report it was stated that, when Sabir phoned Yezza, he
had oI eft a message to alert Hi cham of the
Sabir nor the |l ecturer from the Scheceol of \Y
acti®ityo.

In several subsequent statements made by senior university staff and by those writing
in the universityodos name, Sabir was noted as
i nvestigati on 7 AMuslimHdwsphperriaddeecasaddhe university
of actually reporting Sabir to the police at the time had been told by the Registrar that
Sabir O6brought hi mself to the attention of
i mpeding their i ngqui r*Betthis all Neemsodiffigult t sqeapeo r t e d 0
with reality. Neither Sabir nor the lecturer from the School of History had any idea that
there was any kind of p sol justchew couldrSaber fidve gat i on
0i mpededd or O6i nt etioh?eAll rechéd dene was to trhhandsphdnen v e s t |
his friend because he was worried about him. And it is difficult, moreover, to see how
Sabir was doing any oO0interferingéd or O6i mpedi

Here we have the first inconsistey i n t he University of Not
event s i n rel ation to what became k nown as
more such o6inconsistenciesd were to foll ow.
20 . .
0Security Report, p.5

%1 Sabir was not actually arrested in the toilet. He was asked by officers to accompany thenttmutside
building to a car and he was then arrested.

22 Ibid.

23 Ibid.

24 In emailof Registrarto JonatharRay (Communication®irector) of 10 July 2008at 14.30,whereheis
composincaletterto Muslim News
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Yezza, having eventually receivedousabiros
what was happening in his office. He too was then arrested. (This, too, was twisted by the
university. In a message to the university community of 27 May 2008 Management
Board stated that owhen [ Yezzal] was eventu
ar ested?o. But by turning up on campus, Yezza
to 6trdced hi m.

Guilty until proven innocent

Extraordinarily, the day after his arrest, an exclusion letter had been prepared for
Rizwaan Sabir with the ViecEhancel | or 6s signature bl ock.
suspending you as a student and excluding you from all parts of the university with

i mme di a t®®lt appbafed that as. far as the university was concerned, Sabir was
guilty until proven innocent.

The offending documents

Police officers then went to Sabiros home
incriminating. Sabir was a local student (his father is a car mechanic) who lived with his
extended family, including his grandmother. His family wesleed to vacate the property
immediately and could not return for twesfyur hours. His grandmother was distraught.

The policebébs search for evidence | ed to the
documents, each of whgethdwabkt t bleonldithealyg endo e
evidence that was taken from Sabirds home,
either of books from the university library, articles from journals in the university library,

or course handouts from univeysitecturers. Nothing taken away was in any way

seditious, radical, Islamist or inflammatory. And likewise nothing was found on his
computer that was in any way suspicious. Among the books removed from his home and

|l i sted as 6evi denc edthefolowMgVPe Willins ¢efiFecuitye r s we
Studies: An Introductior(2008); P. PeollnerNietzsche and Metaphysi¢2004); R.

Welshon, The Philosophy of Nietzsci{@001); G. Ritzer, D. GoodmanPostmodern

Social Theory(2001), and an article by M. Consta 60The Changing N a
Educational Resear ch an deEdwatiddal Rdseagherol. o f Post
27, No. 2 (1998), pp. 287. (And lest | be accused here of being selective in noting what

the police seized as evidence, | include in the faesa complete list d@ll the material

taken from Sabi r 6%5In theemethoagh, it wasnty mpedocument )

found i n Sabir aintdeAQaedz Taaning Maoual shat ded to the

police justifying the arrests. There wasthing elsethat brought about these arrests.

25 University of Nottinghamportal messagef 27 May 2008.
26 Entitled (Suspensiofxclusionletter® dated15 May 2008.
The other works seized were: 0iPThesKey tdoatd ®efonrm: Soci al The

Moderatel s| ami st sdé; & Bus h BoseigiRAffairsalruttiico ned a[st hoen stahnee comput e
of fice]; é6The End of Sociological Theory: The Post moc
Phil osophy of Science Possdasleae ?3qgc idala nScliheerr cee B;e SHiwvcahl
Preemptive Use of Forced. The police also removed nir

only other document takeNMubawpyr wasdsoBenbéngabiat | wds ¢
enti t | altblandsRiaWndcer st andi ng the Misunderstandingd one ¢
this. The detail of the materi al Obagged and tagged?d
against publicly available WMPCTU records.
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This material seized needs to be put into context. Previous arrests of young Muslims
in the UK on terrorism charges involving the possession of terrorist literature have
always involved a raft of material aht could be defined as Oter
nature. What is unique about the arrests of Sabir and Yezza is that there waseonly
document that could be described as iin any w
the Al Qaeda Training Manal. Their arrest in this respect is completely without
precedent in this country.

The link between Sabir and Yezza came to be established. Yezza had been in
Nottingham for some thirteen years and had spent most of that time at the university. He
had dopped out of a PhD programme and taken a job in university administration.
During his time as a student, he had served on the student union executive and been a
member of University Senate. In addition to his administrative job, he had become a
peace actist, a member of a dance/acting troupe and the editor of a campus magazine
called Ceasefire Yezza, waifl i k e, very softly spoken and a
well-known among students from the Muslim comntyron campus. He acted as a
mentor to several Muslim students, including S&bir.

Sabirods research i nterests lay in the st
radicalisation. Both were common topics among the students | taught on my

postgraduateand undergraduate e v e | 6Terrorismbé courses in t
tot al I had over onehundr ed st2008)Sabirs st udy
however, was not actwually taking any of my

Tr ac k 6 shnkant thiathhis modules were mostly related to social science research
methods and were geared to the expectation that he would begin a PhD once he had
completed his MA. Thus Sabir was, at the time of his arrest, gathering material both for
his 15,006word MA dissertation and for his future 90,0@6@rd PhD. The MA
dissertation was to involve a study of Al Qaeda in Iraqg, while his PhD was to be entitled
6Radical Islam: Under st sabidregolaly dofsdtedMezsau nd er s t
as to what materidle should use for both projeéfs.

The three éincriminatingé documents came t
not wanting to read them from a computer screen, and lacking the funds to print them off
for himself, had sent them to Yezza so thatcbuld do so using his office printer. This
was wrong. Sabir should not have asked his friend to do this. But Yezza, as it happens,
only ever agreed to print off one of the documéntthe shortest one; that from the
Middle East Policy Council JournalWhile again wrong, who among us has not done a
similar favour for a friend? The three documents then merely sat on the computer in

Yezzabs office from | ate January, when they
6di scover edYeizahadaageo att&ndpBto hide or remove them. And on
the day of the oO6findé6, mor eover, he had al :

fellow administrator who needed to access something on his computer while he was

28 From Red Peppehttp://www.redpeppeprg.uk/Guilty-asnot-chargedon TeachingAbout-Terrorism

website, accessed 5 July 2009.

29 MA dissertatiorproposal Smikingout Al Qaeda Americas responseo Iragé Jihadi® andPhD

proposal Radicallslamism Understandinghe Misunderstanding

30 Various conversations with Rizwaan Sabir as part of MA and PhD supervision sessions and subsequent
meetings.

31 Conversations with Sabir ari8ecurityRepord .
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away. And Yezza freely told her where she cduid what she was looking fdr in a
fol der where the three Oincriminatingd docl
anyone who feels he has any O&éterrowasast mat et
0terroristo, woul ohusimaterial enahisvbriyconipeater, andovouidn g s e d i
he really have set off back to his office to find out why university security staff had
sealed it off? Should he not be going in exactly the opposite direction?

Sabir and Yezza were held and questioned si@r days because of these three
publications; publications which were publicly available and which any student studying
Islam, Islamism or terrorism would consider to be perfectly normal. Students are, indeed,
encouraged to engage, specifically, wite Al Qaeda Training Manualby basic
undergraduate t ext sUnderstanding Begoris@Thss hdipultyt i n o s
provides a link to this seBame US DoJ website so that students can have a look at it for
themselve$? Mor eover, the W RimpediT®rsbtesshdr albs s
Qaeda Training Manuafuntil recently) as one of its principal souréd$n book form,
five different presses have produced versions oAti@aeda Training ManualThe most
recent edition (2010) is from a British puiling firm whose retail arm actually supplies
the University of Notti ndhAadnRosan Gunératra,r y wi t |
perhaps the worl dbés foremost expert on the
thought that theAl Qaeda Training ManuaW a s qguot e, 60required r1eec
studying Al Qaedd> What Gunaratna says here is also very important to note in light of
later events.

So, let us be clear herdhe Al Qaeda Training Manualk a mainstream student
source. Itis in no waylégal, illegitimate, seditious or extremist.

The fact is, though, and despite the likes of Gunaratna having made use of it in their
works, theAl Qaeda Training Manuahppears to have nothing to do with Al Qaeda, and
should not really be recommendas a useful source. It was probably, in fact, prepared
for an offshoot radical organisation of the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood. Much of it
would seem to date from the 1950s, and many of the examples of operations it gives
occurred in the 1940s. But it albas additions from, at the very latest, the 1980s or very
early 1990s. Its real name Military Studies in the Jihad against the Tyranliswas
discovered (written in Arabic) by British police in Manchester in 2000. It was only given

%26, Martin,Understanding Terrorisnil ondon: Sage, 2010), third editiopp. 366361.

33 Takenfroma print-off from the Wikipediasite for 3 August2009.

34 J. Post Military Studiedn theJihadagainstthe Tyrants(London FrankCass 2002);B. Venzke(ed),
TheAl QaedaDocumentsVol.1 (Alexandrig Va.: Tempest2002);Al QaedaTraining Manual (New York:
PavilionPress 2006);J. Post Military Studiedn the Jihadagainstthe Tyrants The Al QaedaTraining
Manual (US Air Forceversionasin footnotell.); Anonymous Military Studiesn the Jihadagainstthe
Tyrants TheAl QaedaTraining Manual(Milton Keynes BooksExpressPublishing 2011).

®sabir asked him the guestion, OWould you consider tl
importantdocumet f or a person who is conducting a Masteros
PhD thesis that is heavily focused on the strategy C

g ue st i omBmaileschapgastweernSabirandGunaratnalated12 July 2008.
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its current name by he US DoJ as a 67 sobHatiits possessiamt i on's
would more likely lead to convictions on terrorism charges in thd’US.

The Al Qaeda Training Manuahklso showed up in a British court case in 2005
involvingthesec al | e d oOlmreferringto this aade,done knowledgeable journalist
wrote that:

The most ironic twist waaiam anatnaimap
into the caseélt was given to the F
York [terrorism] tQaidaamanual. Blhetname waswa s n
invented by the US Department of Justice in 2001, and the contents were
rushed on to the net to aid a presentation to the Senate by the then attorney
general, John Ashcroft.

to to
B t o
Ot

This journalist, as | did, quickly established thiatould not be an Al Qaeda manual. He
wrote: O6To show that theémanual was -written
supported war against the Soviet occupati ol
Nottingham issue, refers to this 2005 ricincase t he Ot errori st pl ot eéett
concludes that o6we have alf been victims of

The reason that the US DoJ changedr r at h e rthethanre wfehe tloeuthént
can only really have b&A®@aedaflraining Manxatountls up 6 . T
much more provocative thavilitary Studies in the Jihad against the TyranBispects
are much more likely are they not? to be convicted by juries if they are caught in
possession of the 0 Acther@aneahreethiigrcanfusinglyncglledMa n u a | «
OMi Il itary Studies in the Jihad against t he
Egyptian secular leaders from the 1950s onwar@amel Abdul Nasser, Anwar Sadat
and Hosni Mubaraf®

An aside to make hers that this is an insurgent/guerrilla/freedéighter manual. If
the Al Qaeda Training Manuawas a o6terroristé manual it w
character, scope and emphasis. Its contents, it is clear, are not actually aimed at activists
whowanttos pread fedr. er oé6terroribst so. As Profes
Kingéds Coll ege L o P AbQaeda Trainmg Manustsu ts eietn: tdle have
seen any Al Qaeda manuals that |l ook | ike ge
6t eor i st 6making trainingpcarbbe found on the websites of American militia
organisations?f

Students actually seeking a proper Al Qaeda training manual should look at Norman
Ci g @At @asdds Doctrine for Insurgencypublished by one of the most prestigious
presses in the US and also avail ablses from t |

36Cryptomewebsiic‘)s introduction to their version of Al Qaeds
http://cryptomeorg/alg-ter-manhtm.

87 See Rod Thorntordl he Al QaedalrainingManual(not) &t
http://www.spinwatchorg.uk/componentontentarticle/5310the-al-gaedamanuainot.

®puncan ca mpbel |, 0T h eTheQuardianl4 April2g05,torflireat never was?©o,
http://www.guardianco.uk/world/2005apr14/algaidaterrorismaccessed 15 October 2010.

39 SeeRodThornton ThéAl QaedarrainingManual(not) 6 .

40 Alex Pell, FinerPointsto British IntelligenceasAl Qaedawebsitesarewiped outd TheSundayTimes

31 July 2005,p.3.
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areal Al Qaeda manual and contains far more Ou:
mundane and completely archéicQaeda Training Manual

Such books as that by Cigar or thk Qaeda Training Manuaare in libraries and
bookshopachmdt ptopdbttehow to be terrorists (be
help create arunderstandingof terrorists and insurgents. It is, of course, only by
understanding terrorism and terrorists that proper coteterism can then be practiced.

Itisthe OWourewmemyo principle. So, whil e the R
Nottingham might see 6no valid reason whats
t o e x i arevalid reastns whg such documents do exist.

Of course, finding a docoent entitled theAl Qaeda Training Manualon an
administratoro6s computer might seem al ar min
But, again, a very quick Google check would have ascertained where it/they had come
from. A university expert could alslbave been called in or Yezza himself could have
been asked why it/they were on his computer. The fact that such basic procedures were
not followed, a duty of care not respected, and a risk assessment not carried out by the
university (which we know fromhte Regi strarés statement) C
unfortunate consequences.

But why, one has to ask, was the Registrar operating with a default setting that judged
t hat these three documents had o6no valid r
defaultsé¢ti ng not along the | ines of , 60h, I  wonc

My interview with the police
| only found out about all the above detail by piecing together the heavily redacted
material that has since been released by the university underd-0IRak legislation to
both myself and Rizwaan Sabir. But at the time of the arrests | was as much in the dark as
anyone else. The police had arrived first on campus on the Monday; the WMPCTU
officers arrived on the Tuesday, and the arrests were made Neithieesday. On the
Friday (16 May 2008), | was asked to make myself available to be interviewed in my
office by officers from WMPCTU. As | say, | was responsible for Sabir in my role as
Postgraduate Tutor for my department (the School of Politics). | e bBbck in
December 2007, seen his MA dissertation proposal. Allyeae MA students must
produce a dissertation proposal to a lecturer for approval in the January prior to their
beginning work on the dissertation after exams in May. Any student woeidhiive a
lecturer appointed as his/her supervisor who would oversee their dissertation work over
the summer. The finished dissertation would then be handed in during September. In
December 2007, Sabir had also asked me for advice on his PhD proposake Wasld
|l i kewi se | ater have to siuMAmar®PhDi chNrtainédither of Sa
Al Qaeda Training Manuah their bibliographie&’

| was quite well disposed to these couttegrorism police officers when | met them. |
had originaly expected to see shaspited,Spooksstyle, highflyers. Instead, it seemed
obvious that those before me were justsgwaddies- former ordinary soldiers like
myself. Feeling a mutual bond, | tried to be as helpful as possible.

| told them that, wile Sabir had the persona of a metoouthedcheekychappie who
was bound to annoy certain peopl e, he did nt

1 Sabis MA proposal Al @aedan Iragd andhis PhDproposal Radicallslam Understandinghe
Misunderstanding .
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certainly expressed none to me. He was also very civil, and appeared to have been the
soul of politenes and carried no sense of animus towards anyone that | knew of. This
was later confirmed when all of his university emails were released under Fol. In not one
of these' even in those he sent to people who had treated him quiteibedhe rude or
accustory. He is, in fact, almost obsequiously pofite.
As another aside, it does need to be said that Sabir had been arrested before on
campus. This was on 30 Novemb®had o when a

organise a protest whereby theywoald ect a symbolic &6West Bank
library. The university hierarchy had refused to allow this protest to take place in the
form requested as it would, quote*”mn&@ave 6un

later letter to the Head of the I8ml of History, the Registrar, Dr Paul Greatrix, laid out
the reasons why he was not going to allow this protest to take place. It was to be denied,

he said, for three reasons. The first was t
theirownviewsae mor e valid or more i mportant than
on O0the basis of I mpracticality, mess and
would o6interfere with students affdhest af f g
rationales presetned her e are indicative of the Uni ve

protest on its campus. And such objections are, of course, despite the legal obligation that

all universities have to cater for dissent and protest on their campuses; and despite,

indeed thepublic statements from the Registrar who has also been quoted as saying that

6the university is an open®and free arena fo
This Wall protest was one of those occasions where, as is clear from the access (under

Fol) to statenents by senior management (including the Registrand on a range of

issues- some variance exists between what the university wants to tell the world and

what it actually does on the privacy of its own campus.
This Wall protest went ahead anywaythout permission. A wooden screen of

perhaps eight feet in height and four feet in width was placed across a path leading to the

library. While this did cause an obstruction (that was, after all, its whole point), it did not

block the entire path andustents could anyway walk around either on the large patch of

grass on one side of the path or, on the other side, an adjacent road. From Youtube film

of this incident it is obvious that very few people were actively involved, and it was all

very low-key. A lecturer- not in the School of Politcswh o was present said

student fAwall o did notft Sabimaetbe asawel;mshewas o t h e

not one of the organisers and was merely observing. Those responsible for the wall were

aked by university security personnel to remove it as soon as it was erected. This request

2 This is borne out by a range of emails sent and received by university personnel having dealings with
Rizwaan Sabir as a student.

43 Descriptionby lecturerfrom emailheldonfile by Communication®irector.
44 AAnotherconcernedtudenbquotingfrom universitydocumentationn messae of 19 May 2008at

20.41onindymediaAlso by 6Yet another concerned studentdé on 20
http://www.indymediaorg.uk/regiongnottinghamshireFrom documents held by University of Nottingham.

45 Letter of Registrar to Dr Colin Heywood, Head of School of History (who had complained about the
uni versitybés treat ment o f terhsaated 21 Decemden2€0d. i n t he Wal |

“®Mel ani e Newman , ONot ti ngThnesHigher Bdudato®9 Mag20@B8,af or si x da)
http://www.timeshighereducatiooo.uk/story.asg’storycodee402188
ar Dr Spencer Mawby in notice to Registrar, date and time unknown.
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was refused. The police were called. Sabir, however, objecting to the presence of the
police on campus, talked himselin his motormouthcheekychappie way into being
arrested. This had happened even after the students had agreed to remove the Wall. As
the above | ecturer pointed out, 0t he studen
instructions to®Andmaotheotbaet iwaeuithver sity
Sabir was arrested 6in or 4°¢Sohehad nptrcuellg nt a b
Obreached6 the peace; he was arrested, it s
tea at the police station, Sabir was released without cRaBmsially, he appears to
have been arrested merely for showing 6di ss
said that the university was 6an open and fr
A professor in my own School of Politics, having watched the &fnthe incident,
|l ater sent an email to other members of the
copper lip and was warned numerous times to can it so he really got what he deserved on
t hat ° tmnhe same email exchange, another lecturer in Sbleool called his
behavi ou’Such@&amments yére coming from academic staff in the School in
which Sabir was studying. They might provide some idea of just what he was up against
as a student even within his own School at the University of Nbiim.
Whatever one thinks about the situationaigis the real wall around the West Bank
and there are arguments to be made on both sitlés an edifice that is deemed to be
illegal under international law. The British government itself hastegted about its
construction. Sabir, in his protests, was thus in good company. So there is some irony in
his arrest: he was protesting about the existence of something that his own government
had judged to be illegdl and on a campus where he was sgppty free to express
60di ssent 0.
However, back to my police interview. The officers present, without telling me the
name of the documents that had | ed to the ar
them t hat I had agh ®odid MAvdissetatiof ard ithatéhe had p pr 0 a c
produced a proposal, including a bibliography (which, as | say, did not have any of the
three documents in question, including tieQaeda Training Manualon it)>* | told
them that Sabir was studying Al Qaedariaqgl for his MA dissertation. This news had an
immediate effect on the officers present. Up to this point, they had seemed very unsure of
themselves; almost apologetic. Now, though, armed with the information | had given
them, and with written evidenceod® i r 6 s di s s eand vath hisoeasonsfoo p o s a |
having literature related to Al Qaedéhe senior police officer in the room recognised its
significance. He took the proposal immediately to the School office in order to fax it to

48 pr Spencer Mawhby in notice to Registrar, date and time unknown.

49 &ecurityRepord p.5.

*0 Available to view ahttp://www.youtubecomwatcHv=uZLwtit8GXM .

®1 TheEducationGuardianéA thoroughandsensitivelyhandledinvestigatiord .

®2 Email of Dr StevenFieldingto ProfessoiPaulHeywood(Headof Schoo), Dr MathewHumphrey(then

DeputyHeadof Schoo), ProfessoiPhilip Cowley (later DeputyHeadof Schoo), Dr PaulineEadie(Exams
Officer) andDr David Stevensf 7 July 2009at17.21

53 Email of Dr PaulineEadieto ProfessoPaulHeywood ProfessoPhilip Cowley, ProfessoiSteven
Fielding, Dr MathewHumphrey Dr David StevensDr MacdonaldDaly, Dr SeanMatthewson 7 July 2009
at17.58.

>4 This is still on my email system and available to be viewed
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his superiors. thought, as seemingly did this officer, that this would end the whole affair
and the two could go free. This was on the Friday, but the two men were still not released
until the Tuesday.
| stress once more, during this interview of some three houryi office on the
Friday, and in a subsequent one of two hours when | was at work on the Saturday, that at
no time were the names of any of the three documents that led to the arrests mentioned to
me. The only document that came up in conversation (rdisgd t he pol i ce) wa
Encycl opaedia of Afghan Jihaddéd (1,500 pages)
be an aid to terrorists, and | wondered if this was what had led to the arrests.
In my interviews, | tried to explain to these police offc¢he difference between the
strategic, operational and tactical levels of terrorist activity. They seemed unaware of this
distinction. Students seeking knowledge about the first two levels would be harmless
enough, | told them. However, | said | would bencerned if students were seeking
aspects of tactical knowledge that were too detdil¢ige principal detail being that of
how to make bombs out of household ingredients such as hair bleach and pepper
(knowledge available to the 7/7 and 21/7 London bensib But such details would only
ever be available (as far as | know) in such virtually inaccessible tomes as the above

OEncycl opaedi ad. I do not think, however, t|
between the three levels. And, as it was prav | at er , neither di d
hierarchy.

It is worth recording here that at one point during this Friday interview a seemingly
exasperated officer sighed and said: O0This w
blonde, Swedish and at ©0r d Uni ver si ty?o. Since it seen

investigation, | later mentioned this to several colleagues. | had, though, asked that this
statement not be broadcast to protect this police officer. But the phrase did then appear in
a number of sulesjuent emails and online in blogsl suppose, however, that people

just as | originally did thought that this remark was just way too juicy to keep to oneself.

The Professor of Romance Literature
As | say, in my interviews the police officersemselves seemed confused about the
nature of what had actually brought about the arrests. One thing they did know, however,
was the name of the man who would sort everything out: Professor Bernard McGuirk.

| had never heard of this professor but difecers clearly wanted to track him down.
They were anxious, if not indeed desperate, to find him. Did | know where he was? |
looked him up for them on the university website, but | was spelling his name wrongly so
could not help. Several phone convemati ensued in my office between the police
officers present and others elsewhere trying to find this Professor McGuirk. Indeed, | was
not the only one being asked about his whereabouts. A fellow lecturer from the School of
Politics, Dr Bettina Renz, who walso interviewed by the police (on the Saturday, when
she was also at work), was likewise asked if she knew where Professor McGuirk was.
Talking later, neither of us could work out why he was so important to them.

The police finally caught up withitm on the Sunday, 18 May. He then gave them a
formal statement. But | did not know this at the time. And it was only much later that his

> In, for instancegmail of Dr Alf Nilsen sent on 22 May 2008 at 15.36 to [names redaatetin an
article Rizwaan Sabir wrote fdihe Guardian It réallyis psychologicatortured 11 June 2008 at
http://www.guardianco.uk/uk/2008jun/11/uksecurityterrorism- held by Univerdy of Nottingham..
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role became clear. The police had wanted him so badly because he was the one academic
in the university whoe they knew would be able to justify their making the arrests in the
first place.

Professor McGuirk had been the first academic approached for advice by those School
of Modern Languages administrative staff who had actually found the three documents
on Y e@mmtéron the Monday. But his full role is something of a mystery. It was
common knowledge, though, in the university (and this can be verified), that at the time
of the arrests he had told the police that Ah&€aeda Training Manualvas, quote, an
0li egal document 6.

The policebdbs view of Professor McGuirk is
opinion onthe Al Qaeda Training Manual and his opinioralone- that came to justify
the arrests of Sabir and YezZderewas no other evidence agat them

And what is Professor McGuirkos position i
Professor of Romance Languages and Literary Theory. He does not have, and nor has he
ever had, anything at all to do with the teaching or researchingofisen. He appears to
have done what the FBI hoped that juries in the US would do: simply assume that if a
document has a dangeressunding name then it must be dangerous.

The police | ooked upon Professor Mc Gui r ko
clear from the note that Sabirdés | awyer wa
custody (and just after their interview with McGpuirk). This was hartten. | include
it here in its entirety (it was released, as every other piece of documerategrunder
Fol by the university):

tNn (N

Rizwaan Sabir 18/05/08 [ed. i.e. the Sunday]

Your client will be asked to comment on a document removed from his laptop
computer titled 6RADI CAL | SLAM: UND
MI SUNDERSTANDBDL NGhe[ title of Sabirdés propt¢

He will be asked questions about its purpose and content.

He will be asked questions about the AL QAEDA training manual also recovered
from his laptop and its relevance to his work.

He will be asked atut comments made by Professor Bernard McGuirk a senior

member of the University of Nottingham who has the opinion that all members of

the University should be aware of what was and was not legitimate material and

that this training manual in question does t fall i nto the <cate
research documentatigh.

So Hicham Yezza and Rizwaan Sabir had been arrested and were kept in custody for six

days based only on the opinion provided by a Professor of Romance Literature and
Literary Theory. Nothing sk. And this opinion related to a book that was available from

the universityoés own | ibrary. Wh a't t he Home

56 PoliceNoticeto Sabiics lawyer, 18 May 2008.
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6maj or | s 1 ami s-+purglyl- becabise ofdhe enistakéndelieéfs of this one
Professor of RomasecLiterature and Literary Theory. And all the future occasions when
Sabir came to be stopped and searched by the police were the result of the opinion
expressed by this one professor. And all of the disciplinaries that | (and others) later faced
intheunver sity could | i kewise be sourced back
academic. You could, as they say, just not make it up.

This aberrant judgement was later to be taken, expanded upon and reinforced by the
phenomenon of Bubthis was a formiohgkoaipthink that was malign. A
whole series of actors across a whole series of institutions, agencies and government

departments went with Prof e-snequestioded@ Butr kds i r
if just one person in just one pign of authority somewhere in the chain had stopped to
say-6 Hang on, i s -theh comman seeade Myy just haveepPedailed and we
woul d not have reached the O6major | sl amist |

did stop to consider éhsituation; and so common sense was never given a chance. And

maybe, just maybe, this whole host of actors went with the flow becausesdinégdto

see these men guilty sbmething Their minds seemed, in classic groupthink style, to be

completely close to alternatives. But why? Why was, again, the default setting fixed at a
particular orthodoxy that wished to see Riz
not oO6innocentdé6? And, one must also ask, if t
defaultsetting have been the same?

The police did, though, come to change the word used by Professor McGuirk from
0illegal 6 to merely oO6not | egiti maltQaeila i n t hei
TrainingManualc oul d not be OGdodlddecgathad And Qo hoyblame j ur y
the police here. They were taking the word of someane 6 seni orwhatheyde mi c o

assumed was, and could be treated as, an oOe
asked for. And yet ertontemossmtlivas the only sacademsicin y 6 s e
the university designated to be a o6l ecturer
university who had done courderer r or i sm o6f or real 6, and | we
university who would surely haben o wn what was, and was not, q
documentationd for research into terrorism.

to mefor my opinion on theAl Qaeda Training ManualThey did not. | was only

interviewed by the police in myorl e as the School s postgrad
presented to the police as the universityos
kept me in the dark.

Police notice on release
On his eventual release from custody, Sabir was handed anothéyribee police. This
time it was typewritten. | produce it here verbatim:

Notice to Rizwan [sic] Sabir

57Groupthink is defined as, O0A modaredeéplytnfoivedinbng t hat |
cohesiveigr oup, when the membersdé strivings for unani mity
apprai se al ter naltingWanis¥Vidimsofseospthiokf (BostantMApHoWghto

Mifflin, 1972), p.9.
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You were arrested on Wednesday'May 2008. You had in your possession a
copy of a document titled 6Al Qaeda Train

That document contas information of a kind likely to be useful to a person
committing or preparing an act of terrorism.

The University authorities have now made clear that possession of this material is
not required for the purpose of your course of study nor do theydeosnii
legitimate for you to possess it for research purposes.

You are warned, therefore, that if you are found in possession of a further copy of
this material in future, you will be the subject of further investigation, which may
include arrest and furer detention.

20" May 2008®

Thus the police were saying that it is O0the
that Sabir should not have the document. The police are careful not to give their own
opinion.

The fact that the police were hgpatting the onus for the decision to arrest on the

6university authorities6 did not, however,
authorities themselves. This is because, for the university, this police note brought into

guestion isstesedbmdacuabdami ¢ s, it |l ooked as
pol i ce, was saying what was, and was not, o]
will always be the case. When it comes to university/college students, it is not the

policebs jat it®, saryd wihs not, othie pithei mat e r
uni ver si tAsdtsonebpoli ceman was quoted as say
determine what physical documents may be ac
police to do thiSAnot her officer said: 6ltoés not for

appropriate for use by studeritds¢ he uni versity should deter mi
uni ver si t $dhws the oy antoststidat can restrict the access of university
studmt s to any form of 6terroristd F+tha eratur e
police- but rather the universities themselves. But all a university can do in this regard is

to say o6we think it i's wrong tHhHaterowri st aod
' iteratureo. What they cannot do, t hough, a
say that such I|literature is O6illegald or 6nc«

not. And if a university does restrict the access of rasdr say, throu%h its rules for the
use of computing facilities or its refusal to order a certain library bdokhen it must

58 PoliceNoticeto Sabir, 20May 2008.

59 Reportof Mr Chris ThompsonChief FinancialOfficer) entitled Allégationof MalpracticeagainstDr
PaulGreatrixmadeby Dr R Thorntord dated11 November2009.

60 Notesfrom phoneconversatiorwith representativef universitys Chief FinancialOfficer with unknown
policeofficer dated 15 October2009.

®1 This would anyway be in breach of the abovementidgie&SCOdocumenthat governs the behaviour
of the wor | #h& Status ofiHigler Eslicationd saching Persont@d7.
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accept that it is applying limits not on so much on academic freedom (whatever that is),
but rather orireedomper se.

But here is where another major issue presents itself. The police note made it clear
t h dahe untversitp wdts ayi ng t hat the document was (e
rather-and crucially in its wuse -dhieUrniverstyésecond p
Nottingham must be s ayispegificdlyfoan Rizwaah Sabims not 0O
possess thal Qaeda Training ManuaBut why should thisnly apply to him?

I n a university OAvBitten, dikeithe gSeclMity tReport, by ahte e r co
uni versityods Head of Securi ty aiClkancellore Regi s
and Management Board, the disappointment withptlieenoticet o Sabir i s cl| eat
Police did not give the University the opportunity to be involved in the drafting of this
noi ce nor did they give an opportuni®y for t
This police notice to Sabir had now put senior staff at the university firmly on the
defensive.

The universityds reaction

The nature of the arrests naturally led to semes qui et on campus. Ther
demonstrationd where students and | ecturers
protest at the frespeech implications of the arrests. The then local MP, Alan Simpson,

spoke when the march stopped outsidethg enr si t yos | i br atatajly. (Thi s

bl ocked the very path where the O06WAIst Bank
Qaeda Training Manualvere read out by staff members and students. | took no part in

this demonstration. Protests are not whatseidiers do: my experience in Northern

Ireland had rather been more about breaking them up.

Senior management had a low opinion of those involved in this demonstration.
Despite the mantra being that Ot hteandni ver si
di s s%thetpidtestors were, noted the aforementioned Security Report, involved in,
guot e, 6antics [ which] wer e o b*PRubicysdfy desi g
cour se, the message was diff er emunicatiodsonat han
Director, who was present at the demonstration, stated that Security Officers were
6facilitating rather than hinderingd the pr
have been against the | aw i fepblibeehemseheess o6 hi nd
had 6hinderedd it.) Ray relates that he wel
happening and that this is a campus where free expression and protest can be expected in
a thrivi n® The differerce is apprgadh. betwethiis demonstration and the
much small er 60 We s twherB Satlity difecdrd aid palidehdadbéen
Ohinderingd r atihmvmag of cotrsenthatdhe anedia had hoh heenrprgsint
at the latter.

Members of t h dor mamagement sverd Igtér sentsaehost of emails
complaining about the arrests. The case made wddd news. The university then
mobilised. It started to do what any large institution does when faced with problems of

62 @riefing Noted no page numbers.

®3 TheEducation Guardiad A bbhgh and sensit investigationo
http://www.guardianco.uk/educatio’?008may24highereducatiomk.

o4 &ecurityReporb p.15.

®> Email of Jonathan Ray to [name redacted] on 28 May 2008 at 16.29.
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0i maged: sett i mmpgeowhite seenoinglp moobkirgdob cohckraet asito
how this was to be accomplished.

As soon as the wheels of the wuniversityos
doubt the veracity of some of the statements that were being put out. Thesarame
either the then Vie€hancellor, Sir Colin Campbell, or from Management Board.
(Whereas the Registrar is the administrative head of the university, th&Ckaseellor
is rather more the figureheadbut the one who still wields ultimate power. Managat
Board is the cabinet: the body that o&érunsdo t
Board consists of the Vie€hancellor, the Registrar and nine other senior members of
staffi mostly provice chancellor§®)

After the furore over the arresstemollient statements from Management Board began
to appear on thhesadivreorstidly®.s Iwfebsome i nforn
to the university as a whole then the means to do this is via the portal. Using the portal,
the ViceChancellor,very early in the proceedings, stressed the importance of staff and
students within the university being told by
said he had oO6authorised the release of fact
theent r e Uni ver s P’ Managenmem Baaml backedthis up on 23 May 2008
by saying: OWe can assure you that the fac
accur at el yéby® Théneon DMay, Managermept@Board declared that it
had ¢ a ilitydosepsare allistéff and students receive an accurate account of recent

evefR(§de word daccurated, it will be noted,
the university community, it seemed, could certainly rest assured that what it was being

told by the university were the O0factsd, and
But in its desire to provide these accurat
group, of necessity, had to become involved in a-zam game: the more it justifietsi

own position and its own version of &6the f at
of others. Il n effect, these 6éothersd had to

Yezza, and a number of those in the university who had come to thparsup

One particular action by the Vigéhancellor now dragged me into the whole
contretemps. Three colleagues of mine in the School of Politics had been concerned
enough to write gostarrestsarticlei n t he UKOG6s I-sectodjoumal, theni ver si
Times Higher Education Suppleme(fHE). They saw implications for academic
freedom and freedom of speech in gahdrindividual students were being arrested for
Opossessingd materi al that was not only fre:q
also freely available from their own univers
they just went to Amazoar borrow it if they went to a public librarfthe authors were
also concerned about the vagueness of the messages that the university was putting out.
The Communications Director, Jonathan Ray, had, for instamggnally said theAl

%6 The members of Management Board at the time of the arrests were th@héneellor, Sir Colin

Campbell; the Registrar, Dr Paul Greatrix, Professor David Greenaway (the curre@hdcellor),

Professor Karen Cox, Professor Alan Dodson, Dr Eleanor Duthie, Professor Christine Ennew, Professor
Christopher Rudd, Professor Saul Tendler, Professor Bob Webb and Mr Chris Thompson.

67 Letterof Sir Colin Campbellto THE, Freedonstill reign® TimesHigher Education 19June2008,

p.14.
68 PortalMessageUniversity of Nottingham 23 May 2008.

69 University of Nottinghamportalmessag®ef 27 May 2008
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Qaeda Training Mamalwa s O not |l egiti mate research mate
himself, telling theEducation Guardiarthat:

if youdbre an academic or a registered st
cause to access whatever material your scholarship requires. Buisthere
an expectation that you will act sensibly within current UK law and
woul dnét send it onto any Tom, Dick or

So a student can access Oterrorist materi al
this was part of 06 cderevesthing clebhK Suchabet@aviourSvas t h a't
typical of the university at this point and seemed to be undermining what the three
authors of thisTHEpi ece t ook O6academic freedomdé and
situatYi?n, they noted, seemed perverse and dangdoolboth students and academics
alike.

The University of Nottinghamdés hierarchy wz¢
weeks later, in th@HE of 19 June, there was a rejoinder letter from Matencellor Sir
Colin Campbell. In this he saidhta t the O6claimsdéd made by my t
6entirely false and Bear little relation to

As a result of this letter, and by way of demanding an explanation for such an
accusation from their Viec€hancellor, one of the three lecturargolved, Dr Alf Nilsen,
wrote to his immediate superierthe then Head of the School of Politics, Professor
Simon Tor mey. He told him that oat the very
an entirely unjustified claim by the highest authorittoh e  u n ®Vagneesl.i Thug 6 .
far, and perhaps to my shame, | had taken no part in the protest activity on campus.
However, this letter from the Vie€hancellor critical of my three friends did get me
energised. Sir Colin had basically called themslidro be defamed thus by their own
Vice-Chancellor (who was, at the time, the highest paid universitychiaeacellor in the
country) was simply unconscionable.

| myself then wrote a letter to thEHE to complain about the VicEhancel | or 0 s
totally unwarranted choice of wordé. This was, though, to be a missive with
consequences. I came to be accused by my un

negati ve nidlddsaowinudraouplast 6 .

But with my dander now up, | also wrote to the R&gr to complain about several
i ssues. The first was that he had announced
far med policed on campus are wfaAamigheThere w
Communi cations Director , sitloverartelermarmedpalige, had a

Opoi | y Curtis and Mart i n -Qdidadagtcoheld forgiSdayirdusatian r esear c hir
Guardianonline athttp://www.guardianco.uk/educatioi2008may24highereducationk. Taken from
document held by University of Nottingham.

“DrBettina Renz , Dr Al f TheNottimgmmTwDandthéwWarendarrad Pupavac, O
Times Higher Educatigré June 2008, p.12.

2 Campbell Freedonstill reignd .

’3 Email of Dr Alf Nilsento ProfessoSimonTormeyon 20 June2008at13.28

[ RodThornton Nodtingham why | haveto speakoutd TimesHigher Education 26 June2008,p.13.

®ssecur.i tpyld Report 6,

® From email sent by Registrar to university on 23 May 23 2002 .83
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on c a thphis $thought was just plain daft. Of course the police were armed. These
were counteterrorism police officers; it goes with their territory. (What if they had been
faced on campus by a suicide bomber when gutytherei would they have drawn their
truncheons and warned him as to his future conduct?) The university, by peddling such
nonsense, was clearly tryi ngibubdoimgatnestyge any
badly/® (Sabir, indeed, did later meet alipe officer (whose badge number can be
produced) who said that he had been on campus the day of the arrests and that he had
been armed.)

Another portal message that offended me had it that:

Contrary to claims by some within the University, thoseoined have

been contacted by the University at the most senior level of academic
management responsibility and have indeed been offered support and an
opportunity to discuss recent events in déefail.

| took issue with this because neither I, nor therotwve lecturers who | knew at the time
had been interviewed by t lagonegnotheiumversity had bee
And certainly, Sabir and Yezza had not. They had been left, unvisited and unsupported,
in a police cell for six days. This portalessage had also tried to play down the whole
i ssue of the arrests and the polkieyed,prtehdenc
message had said. I wrote to tklheey ORd irs tYreazrz a
Sabir and Sabirés family.

These early portal messages, with their evidenupigersity spin, gave me the first
inkling that the 6é6University of Nottinghamo
idea then, though, that this was merely the thin end of a very much larger. wedge

The O6collective decisionbd

There was another debateable aspect to these messages being put out on the portal by
senior management in the weeks after the arrests. This related to who had actually called

in the police. Il n defnendSinrg QGohlei nuniivneresnd yd
accurate statementsdé, had described the inst

7

documents in his letter to tAdHE: o)

” AlthoughJonatharRayds nameis redactedn this emailit is obviousit is him. Fromemailsentby
[redactedito [redactedl on [redactedl at [redacted]

I |l ater saw an undated draft portal message prepar e
armed police involvement. Both the policeda@ounter Terrorism Unit have made this cleafitaes
Higher Educatomnd ot her media outl etsd. This | ast sentence

because, clearly, it was not tri@int5 on Reqistraés draft portalstatementundatedIn fact, and it only

became clear in BIS documentation released over two years later, there were no weapoinsthe

actual arrests. The phrase used in a BIS report was:
policewerearmed.Unattributednotegivento BIS entitleddNottinghamUniversityd undatedThe

university, in fact, is very secretive about having armed police on campus. In the summer of 2010 police

snipers with actual rifles were seen on campus as part of a large police presence; but no announcement was

ever made astowhytheyew ¢ t here. There were, though, reports of

& University of Nottinghamportalmessagef 23 May 2 0 0 I8lessadgso all concernedstaffo .
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We became concerned. The University had to make a risk assessment

panic, nohyser i a, j ust a straightforward ri sk
were conveyed to the police as the appropriate body to investigate (no
judgement wa®¥® made by us)o.

(This latter statemert6 no j udgement -wanes tondedep aoertain s 6
piqguancy as events progressed.) Indeed, elsewhere both -&lencellor and
Management Board talk of a oO6collective dec
assessment6 has been c «€hadaellort Redistrdr gnd segiarot e , o]
management of the Unikgty [who] decided the police were the only appropriate
investigat®®ng authorityo.

Thi s, t hough, was a | ie. There had been n
6coll ective decisionbo.

Official university documents make clear (as noted eartleat the police had been

called in either by senior security staff (

or the Registrar himself had ordered his security staff to do #bri¢oelse was involved.
The Registrar records in his statement togbkce (repeated in the Security Report) that
he alone had made the decision to call them in. (And the Security Report itself confirms

t his: 0The Regi strar vi ewed the materi al é
attef) i dmmeover , dubleritéetgtensent toahe gobce \was made a
full week after the police were first called in. Thus it was made a full week after any
6coll ective deci sandbat berc abhbl-dvouldddvenbeenp e 5§ 6§ me n

made. Of course, if thedao processes had occurred then the Registrar would have
referred back to them in his police statement. But he makes no mention at all of any
consultations; indeed, he seems to want to make it plainh@atalling in of the police
was his decision andidialone He wants to take full credit; even a week later. There is
much use of the frgper son singular in his police st
thinkéeéeé, but t her e ipersompuralu(isa eontrast to thé Vice o f t
Chanc editérmthéfldEalbove) . The Registrar clearly
the policeél am responsible for the format.
Uni v e ¥ Indeadynéwhere in his statement to the police does the Registrar make any
menton of even so much as the Head of Security being involved in this denisiking
process.

Indeed, Gary Stevens, the Head of Security, confirms this all in an email of 22 May
2008 to a raft of senior figures: i.e. the \ACoaancellor, Sir Colin Campbg the
Registrar, Dr Paul Greatrix; the Communications Director, Jonathan Ray; the Director of
Student Operations and Support, Stephen Dudderidge; the Head of Human Resources,
Jaspal Kaur, and otherlSt evens tell s all t heighly madeo p | e: o]

at
he
n

80 Campbell Freedonstillreign®d Thi s mant r a, addneo bjyu dugsebmewnats woabsv ino us | y
University of Nottingham message. It is also includedriremail, for example, to the BBC from Jonathan

Ray (Communications Déctor) to Tim Utton, Lindsay Brooke and Emma Rayner (of Radio 4) on 3 July

2008 at 10.47

81 University of Nottinghamportalmessagef 27 May 2008

82 &ecurityReporb p.1

83 Ibid.
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the decision to report the matté&Sothew the P
university hierarchy obviouslgnewthat no risk assessment had taken place. They knew
this because obviously- they hadnotbeen involved in the decisioAnd they also knew
because they had betaid that they had not been involved. So we can say with no little
certaintythat there was no collective decision and there was no risk assesdOmnt
two people, at most, were involved in the decision to cdalenpolicei the Registrar and
the Head of Security (although with the Deputy Head of Security, Stuart Croy, being
something of a joker in the pack).

So why, one might ask and given all this, did Management Board put out portal
statements saying thiteywereinvolved in these processes? The W&eancellor, let us

remind oursel ves, had wanted his staff to Kk
6authorised the rel ease?®antl MdnagenentBoaldyhadaccur a
sai d: 0 Wee youathat tlesfacts rof the matter have been communicated

accuratelyéby %thrd UMdwaegemantd. Board had s.
responsibility to ensure all staff and students receive an accurate account of recent
e v e fi’tTlsede. statementsand no ma# r how many times the wor
used in them were not true.

But whereas the Vie€hancellor was capable of telling public untruths, he had more
difficulty telling a government minister something that was not factually accurate. The
minister in question was Bill Rammell, the then Minister for Further and Higher
Education at the BI S. Sir Colin had told hi
with our Head of Security?®SorthefVieeChaecdlort he mat
was here confirming to the minister that tbely personi if any 1 that the Registrar
consulted before calling in the police was the Head of Security. This is much nearer the
truth. And let us be clear again here: this was the higiadt ViceChancellor n the
country telling his university, the media and the public one thilgphe &écol | ect i \
deci sion/ ri sk - and ge¢ tosangovernment Iminister he is giving a
completely different story. The former had been lied to, the latter told the truth.

This was the same Sir Colin Campbell who, it will be recalled, had earlier written to
the THE to berate my three friends and to say that the article they had written was
6entirely false and bore |little emefnatti on to
telling the truth, while in actuality he was the one guilty of not telling the truth. Sir Colin
was a knight of the realm.

Sir Colin had also not even been entirely truthful to Mr Rammell. In his letter to him
he refers to the original findig of o6an el ectronic copy of an
The first problem with such a statement i s
Qaeda training mhQ@aada [Mraining Manvadlsere & B hwerld of
difference between the tworhe former implies a manual used to train Al Qaeda

84 (Headof Security to Sir Colin Campbell PaulGreatrix JonatharRay, StepherDudderidge Jaspal
Kaur, etal, on22 May 2008at14.43

8 Campbell Freedonstill reigns

86 University of Nottinghamportalmessage?23 May 2008.

87 University of Nottinghamportal messagef 27 May 2008

88 Letter of Vice-ChancellorSir Colin Campbellto [nameredacted butBill Rammel] dated9 September
2008.
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operatives, while the latter refers to a freely available library book. Thus the minister was
being given a false impression.

This misuse of the article in this instance comes to have profoundcariRizwaan
Sabir,lfec hangi ng consequences. For, haV|ng t
training manual then it comes as no ur p
comes to be called o6an AQ tbyﬂ{lel-ﬂnmmcgfflcé?\anua
And that Mr Rammel | comes to refer to th
at the University of Nottinghatf And t he Home Office al so
Qaeda training manual 6 becausavalier witheh®e u ma b
actualité when he wrote to the Home Secretary, Jacqui Smith, as he had been in writing to
Mr Rammell. (Evidence exists to show that Sir Colin did write to the Home Office as
well, but his letter to the Home Secretary has not been madaldegi And, of course,

Sir Colin had also not deigned to mention to Mr Rammell (and presumably to the Home
Of fice and Jacqgui ASQaeda Rraining Mamualfaga alsb availabeet o0t h e €
as a library book in his own university. Why did he notlds?

ol d
ri s
| 6
e p
use
|

S
Yy,

Mr Rammel | was also told by Sir Colin that
are no issues of academic freedombé invol ved
told that it waadonlpforlhimdoguaeladibrafydok that was freely

available to all other students in the Uni vi

entire university sector and, indeed, to anyone in the country, then the issue actually
raisedis one of something much more serious than any infiopn@f academic freedom,
it is that of a university denying freedqmer se

A pre-judgement

This aspect of the university not telling the truth about having conducted a risk
assessment is not some piece of esoteric trivia. Its absence meant thatoteoatimen

ended up in custody and have had their lives forever scarred. The University of
Nottingham was legally obliged to carry out a risk assessment in order to show it was
discharging its statutory duty of care. Indeed, the university had also igtioeed
guidelines of Mr Rammel | s government depar
mandated how universities should react when faced with a situation such as the one that
presented itself at the University of Nottingham. This publication, with the miniite

Rammel | |, hi mself writing the foreword, was
fostering shared values and preventing violent extremism in Universities and Higher
Education Coll egesd. This document made the

It is vital that studets and staff are able to research violent extremism, its
causes and associated literature. However, the law sets boundaries
regarding publications that may promote or incite violence. Universities

89 &ANottinghamUniversity. Backgroun® Documentreleasedy HomeOffice, undatedp. 1 Nottingham
University. Backgroun® Documenteleasedy BIS, undatedp.2.

90 BIS document Lingésto take[to the medid onrecentNottinghamarrest$ undated
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with concerns on whether the content of a publication nmegkothe law
should seek legal advicé.

Two things are obvious here. The first is tl
extremi sméand associated |iteratured6 needs
like the Al Qaeda Training Manual The second point is that the University of

Nottingham, before calling in the police, should have sought legal advice. The Registrar

clearly did not do so before he called in the police. The university thus did not follow
government guidelines.

MrRammelbs gui delines also make <c¢l ear that un
management processo for dealing with just s
This is so that UK universities conform to the European Convention on Human Rights
(ECHR). Andi n order that uni versities do conforr
decision has been reached after car®%ful con
The Registrar, in his 6decisionbé to call i n
The unversity thus, it would seem, contravened the ECHR.

Furthermore, these government guidelines go on to say that:

In essence, any action taken must be a reasonable response to the
perceived or actual threat and must be proportionate to the situaiton. H
[Higher Education] institutions need to be able to show that any decision
has been based on consideration of all available information and is
sound®®

The Registrar clearly did not follow such direction before he called in the police. He did
not Gecronaslild avail able informationbo, and the
6soundoé.

And here is why senior management were so anxious to say that a collective decision
had been made, and a risk assessment conducted. They needed to show that they were
both following government guidelines and were operating in accordance with the ECHR.
Indeed, with their duty of care in mind, they knew it would have been criminally
negligent of them not to have followed the above guidance.

But the other question heis that if Mr Rammell was told by the Vi€hancellor that
6t he Registrar, i n discussion with our Head
he was basically also being told that his own departmental guidelines (for which he wrote
the forewod) had not been followetf. Where was the evidence that the University of

Nottingham had sought 61 egal adviced? Where
assessment processd6? Where was the evidence
Obasednemderation of all available informat.i
Nottingham had | ust basically ignored Mr R

o1 Departmenfor Innovation UniversitiesandSkills (DIUS T nowBIS) Promotinggoodcampus
relations fosteringsharedvaluesandpreventingviolent extremismin UniversitiesandHigher Education
College® ( 2®1@.8 ) ,
92 Ibid, AnnexC: LegislativeFrameworld p.24.
93, .

Ibid.
94 Letter of Vice-ChancellorSir Colin Campbellto [nameredacted but Bill Rammel].
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unconcerned. One of his oO6lines to take Wi
6Notti nigvhearms iltny st af PReallgt e d responsibly

The university had al so sai®@Wherldirstsavno | udg
this statement the phrase Omethinks they do
meant, of course, was thatthegdmad e a O0j udgement 0. I n fact ¢t
had done more than -ihdgemelhle@.henddmaldlesab pm
guotation wused at the Dbegi nni-jmdgementfwast hi s ar
exactly the type that Canon Gille Fr as er , the Canon Chancell or
and in discussing |Islamophobia in this coun

very point about a prpidgement is that it is a conclusion reached before the complexity
of the world is allowed tenake any difference. The facts are forced to fit afpmmed
pictured.

Sabir and Yezza had clearly been-pugged. The security staff, the hierarchy and the
Management Board of the Univer si-foynedo f Nott
pi ct ureeydb.hald t heir own o6or t h oathat ¥hé threeThei r p
documents found were harmless and could be explained away innocently once a few
guestions had been asked; rather their presumptibot without any background
supporting context wasthat thesavereactually dangerous documents tiagre quote,
6ill egal 8 and had o6no valid reason to exist

But, of course, the university hierarchy and its Management Board could not publicly
admit to the fact that they were involvedarprejudgement. They had to create a picture
of a university in control of events; making measured, reasoned decisions that included a
proper risk assessment. Thus the University of Nottingham had good cause to engage in
this series of fabrications thatdicated that thewerefollowing government guidelines.

Of course, and despite his statement to the police and despite its being replete with the
use of the first person, the Registrand for public consumption comes later to follow
the party Ine. In many future emails and portal messages, either as an individual or as

part of Management Board, the Registrar adoj
version of events. For example, in an email to the author in June 2008 he stateddin regar
to the original calling iwewere tfher ped i[cei, c td

with we had to make an assessment of the risk to our staff, our students and the wider
c o mmu R¥iSdngwihe firstperson plural appears.

As has been roe d , the Registrardés statement to tI
was his decision alone to call them in, appears in the aforementionealgsss Security
Report . Such a report was also available fo

redaced report is undated but it is clear it was written in late June RG@Bne weeks

after the arrests. Remarkably, though, while confirming that it was the Registrar who had

made the decision to call in the police, the report then goes on to contradidbyitse

listing what had been presented to the outside world by Management Board in its portal
messages including those stating that the calling in of the pohegelb e en a o6col | ect

9 BIS document Ling@sto takeonrecentNottinghamarrest$ undated
96 , ) A
Campbell Freedonstill reignsd
o7 Fraser dslamophobids the moralblind spotof todayss Britaind .
%8 Stresses addeth anemailto the authorof 24 Junefrom Dr PaulGreatrix(Registra) entitledér he Case
of RizwaanSabio .
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deci ¥ Smané activity described in this Security Report wasyfladntradicting
another. This seemed, again, to verge on the bizarre. Here in this Report was
confirmation- but in writingi of what Management Board knew anyway: that they were
not telling the truth. But what sort of stupidity is it that leads to refdbkis this one)
being written which confirm that Management Board had been lying?
The ViceChancellor, the Registrar and the whole of Management Boatrdhe very
leasti would appear to be involved in an operation to mislead both the persorthel of
university and the outside world more generally. The front they presented of a considered
response hid the actuality of a panicky, kel reflex informed by a prgidgement.
Prior to the calling in of the police, no checks at all had been madewakisinfair on
Sabir and Yezza. They had a right to expect better given the duty of care the university
owed them.
And senior managemento6s fabrications did n
police. In fact, a series of further falsehoodsiea t o appear on the wunive

The portal statement of 9 July 2008
For reasons of space here | cannot go through all the portal messages with all their

obvious &dédinaccuraci eso. Il will, though, gi vVve
to the university community by Management Board. This is from 9 July 2008. It sets the
gener al tone and establishes Il eitmotifs for

the next two years and more.

Now some weeks after the arrests, the mgssof this date clearly shows the
university becoming ever more defensive. Management Board made the mistake that
many institutions do when faced with issues that might damage their reputation: they
tried too hard to defend themselves. The Board now want¢ usi ng t he f at al

note a few additional pointsdé regarding the
6pointdé related to o6terrorist material soé. Ol
no Arighto to aoceéess$ aad eonemé avérsdidBhatehe n o

case of Sabir and Yezza involved Oterrorist
referred to any Oterrorist material so. So wl

postarrest letter odvice to Sabir, had said that theQaeda Training Manuad c ont ai ns
information of a kind likely to be useful to a person committing or preparing an act of
terrorismo. I n such phrasi n@ll desorptionpoftdni ce wer
used in sule circumstances. It is a description that can include the likes of train
timetables, hair bleach or photographs of everything from shopping centres to London

buses. The possession of all these have led to arrests under the Terrorism Act 2000. The

vast majoity of those arrested, though, including foreign tourists in London, were

compl etely innocent. The universityds Manag:!
police and spinning them to aid their own defensive stance; to suit, in essence, their own
orthodbxy. The university community was basically being told that these two men had

possessed Oterrorist materi al so. Thi s was s
documents from their own universitydéds | ibrar
Seondly, this portal statement notes that ¢
and research terrori st mat erial séThis is th

99(’iSecurit\Jz).13Report6,
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itself not true.Everyonei n t he UK has the righdristto O0acoc

materi al so. This was confirmed by the Court
Justice in a judgement of 13 February 2008
member of the public had a o6rightiBqgtonot onl
Opossessbd them. Hi s judgement made <cl ear t
Terrorism Act 2000] had been to criminalise possession of items that might be used in

making a bombad, not mere Ol iter atmayl®o. Acco

stored in a book or on a bookshelf, or on a computer drive, without any intention on the

part of the possessor t%Thenaikeawouddrogly cometfur e u's e
someone then went on to use such literature to plan or to exeeutersst act. Until that

happens all literature remains benign and free for anyone to usél Qeeda Training

Manuali s mere | iterature (and, moreover, does
Hence, even if we were not talking about a librarglkobere, Sabir had a perfect right, if
he wanted, to send actual Oterrorist materi

store those Oterrorist materialsd on his 6co

It must also be pointed out here that one of the itemien@ture that the Lord Chief
Justice was specifically referring to in the Bradford Case was none other than this very
sameAl Qaeda Training ManualThus the highest legal authority in the land had judged
that anyone i n t-specifithl - thedAlulQaata Tognmeg MaaualSod
why, one might ask, was t heiitgadi legalradvicek y 6s hi 1
(after the two had been released), telling its employees and students something that
simply was not true? These legal adviserssirhave been aware of the Bradford Case;
the judgement in question had, after all, only occurred some three months before the May
2008 arrests.

The university carried on with its own particular take on the law in this portal
statementof QJuly H escri bed the | egal advice it says
advised that the document in question was one which others have been arrested and
prosecuted for possessi-ombasevértbeen arrasted and wa s
prosecuted for poss&ag, on its own, thAl Qaeda Training Manua’*

Much later, and on this issue, | made a request under Fol legislation. | asked the
university to produce evidence of the legal advice it says it had received. The university
failed to produce anysuche dence, saying this advice was |
However, this particular protection should not have applied in this case as the advice
itself had already been made public, i.e. we all knew what the advice was since the
university had told s. | just wanted to know where such erroneous advice had come
from. I t hen asked Robert Dowl i ng, t he un
Management Board member, for confirmation that such legal advice actually existed (as
he is required to do by tHeol legislation). He wrote to say that the legal advice did exist
but that he had not seen it: 61t S not my
how, then, can he say it exists? Rizwaan Sabir has also used both Fol and DPA requests
to try to gain acess to this same legal advice and to find its source. He was likewise
turned down.

05ean 0O6Neill , O0Terror | are Timesorligeltd Febnuay 2608, ate x t r e mi st s
http://businessimesonlineco.uk/tol/businesfaw/article3365890accesse 16 June 2009.

101 University of Nottinghamportal statement9 July 2008.

102 Letterto authorfrom RobertDowling, University DataProtectionOfficer, 28 May 2010.
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The gospel according to Management Board
Later in this 9 July portal statement we come to yet another twisting of the facts by the
university. This relates to the abovettiened letter given by the police to Sabir on his

release on 20 May. 6ln seeking <clarificati
contents of this letter from the Police we also sought further information about the nature
of the Al Qawallao 6l.r aBwmti ngh éraen was somet hing

the case, at the time of the arrests, that it was the police themselves who were looking to
university personnel to pass judgement on Ah€aeda Training Manuai hence the
hunt for Professor McGuire nd t he use of his &édjudgement 6
Sabir 6s | aumiyeesityjudgentent tved Isad lad to the arrésteot a police one.
Now Management Board was turning this around and giving the impression to the
university communityhat it was the university hierarchy that was looking to the police
for oOadviced.

And then there is the passage in this portal message:

One specific comment relates to the letter of advice issued to Rizwaan

Sabir by the Police following his release which it is made clear that

there were no grounds for him to be 1in
Training Manual 0.

This oO6commentd makes it sound as if it was
6groundsd in their | et tthlethe vastmajaridy\of pereonnglt he e x
in the university would be unaware of). The police, of course, had actually written
(stresses added) that:

The University authoritieshave now made clear that possession of this

material is not required for the purposeyob ur [ Sabi r 6 s ] course o
nor do they consider it legitimate for you to possess it for research

purposes.

The police themselves were passing no judgement. They had made it clear that it was the
universityi alonei that was doing that. ManagementaBa, in its portal statement was,

however, making it appear as if the police were responsible. Thus Management Board

had not only imparted a little of their own particular spin to events, they were well on

their way to creating a whole new reality. Agame have to revisit Sir

t hat he was telling his uni versity what h
aut horised the release of 6factually accurat
Board saying: OWe cahasassbeenyocommbat cahedf a
Next in this same portal statement comes |
versions of the AndAI Qaeda Training Manual o
operational or tactical manual rather thappa@ | i t i c al or strategic d

seemed, was the analysis | had given to the police coming back iatootein a very
different form! And also in a form that was not true. All versions of AheQaeda
Training Manual(and the only difference beeen them relates to what has been left out)
contain the same mix of political, strategic, religious, operational and tactical guidance.
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The version that had | ed to the arrests was

versions and, of course, theo s t 0tactical 6 versinaghing avail ab
removed) is the one on the shelves of the Un
The wuniversity was itself, l i ke the FBI i

document or at least the wsion that had led to the arrests. The particular version of the

Al Qaeda Training Manuahvolved here, said the university in this portal statement, was

6significantly different from documents wit

online bookselle s 6 . This was also blatantly untrue.

Yezzads computer, which the police said (ac:«

US DoJ website, ishapter for chapterpage for pageandword for wordexactly the

same as the onlersion then available on Amazon: that is, the book by Pavilion Press (at

145 pages). And this version (US DoJ and Amazon) is, moreover, and | repeat,

significantly shorterand less detailethan the one | obtained later on intiérary loan.

Thus, andtibears repeating until | turn blue, the fullest version ofAh&aeda Training

Manuaband t he one with the most 6operational 6

andstillis-t he version available from the universi
At this jurcture it is probably useful to confirm thatwiasthe US DoJ version that

Sabir had downloaded and sent to Yezza. In the Security Report, the Registrar states that

he had &ébeen infor med, in confidence, t hat
hedby Yezza was obtained ' Sixeeem mortthe latét,Sn Do J we
November 2009, we find out who this &édconfi de
in an inquiry (instigated by myself) into t|
condet ed by the universityodos Chief Financi al
the CFOb6s investigator that the Registrar h

Police that the version of the AQTM held by [name redacted, but presumably Yexza] w
obtained from the US Dé&pvehaverhersmconfirmationthatst i c e v
the version of thé\l Qaeda Training Manuahat led to the arrests was, definitively, that

from the US DoJ website.

The Al Qaeda Training Manualand despitetvat member s of the univ
management mi ght suggest in its wuse of the
contain instructions on how to make a bomb.

is merely to warn of the care needed inpéaying detonator cord and blasting caps
(nei ther of whi-imspiredttesroriaty udey. Thee ImanQeh does anot refer to

t he actual maki ng of Al Qaadaprltainisgi Maruatiid have al |
instructions on how to make bombs fromrhaleach and pepper (or diesel and fertiliser

or whatever) then it would be a different matter. But it would then not be published as
several books and be on numerous US government websites. Indeed, the man responsible
for investigating the 7/7 and 21/7 abings in London, former Metropolitan Police
Assistant Commissioner Andy Hayman, provides more information on 4peaking in

his recent bookThe Terrorist Huntersthan does thal Qaeda Training Manuad® The

benign nature of this document is the reasby Wwis also available as a library book and

is on Amazon because it simply does not give any information that can be of any real
use to terrorists; or certainly no more information than a train timetable or a violent film.

%S ecurit p8Reportd,
104Andy Hayman,The Terrorist HuntergL. ondon: Corgi, 2010).
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If only this wasthe Al QaedaTraining Manuali then we would all have nothing to fear

from Mr bin Laden and his friends. This is a document that is so dated that it even talks

of the us e “Anditheveriorcd, forpnstansepnientions computers. Indeed,
under o6commumeaatsid6 it tal ks of 6some modern
machi nes a'ff®@hem Qaeda TeamisgéManual s har dly the stuff
supetrterrorist.

The 9 July portal statement

Just taken on its own as an example of a portal messageetision of 9 July 2008 is
illustrative of the fact that Management Board was not only twisting the words of the
police to suit its own particular orthodoxy, but it was also engaging in outright
falsehoods. There is barely a word of truth in this onéapstatement. It was all done to
make the university look innocent, and Sabir and Yezza to look guilty. The university
hierarchy was portraying the institution as a bystander; an innocent body caught up in a
situation not of its making. And again the udeertain language is giving the impression

that the two innocent merSabir and Yezzaar e s omehow, and at the v
up6 in some nefarious activity. And whil e
position, using the likes of this part system with its own versio

and Yezza two perfectly innocent mendid not have the benefit of such an organ to
make any kind of defence against the accusations, slurs and insinuations being targeted at
them by the hierarchy of éhUniversity of Nottingham.

Seni or management s reticence

My questioning of what exactly went on in the University of Nottingham in regard to the

arrests led to disciplinary action being taken against me. | had to be punished because, it

would seem, | wa not following the orthodoxy. In fact, like Winston Smith in George

Or wel9846 sl was clearly displ a¥iThisgseemstylept oms ¢
expected. As Hannah Fearn recently pointed out iif € there is, at universities in the

UK,aninc easing 6éconsensus which tagatmedpraindci

6most worryingly, the replacement o%® truth b
| asked the Registrar to appear at one of my disciplinary hearings to explain how such

port al statements as the one above came to
witnesso, and so could not attend. I asked

hierarchy- using Fol legislation to produce the information on which the statatse

made in this portal message and its like were based. | did not get far. One of the problems

here may have been the fact that all Fol and DPA requests to the university go through

t he Registrardos Department. T heeraRenqisst rar h
other communications and notes that are scheduled for release. The Registrar, moreover,

Synder 0Consiudsirmag i oecr evtheinnk 6, it is stated that th
pen or quill on the paper so that the imprint of the
and Ciphers and Codesd, secondnopymaugAl @akdafraining chapter .
Manual (Milton Keynes: Books Express 2010)

%A non y mous, OAF Qaedafrairing ManoaiNéw, York: Pavilion Press, 2006), p.32.

197 Orwell, 1984 p.26.

108 HannahFearn Tod firibalo asectordividedagainstitself cannotstand TimesHigher Education 19

November2010,p.6.
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has released hardly any emails that he himself sent in regards to the overall situation. It
seems that the Regi str ar ,rsohallyeaespomsible forthe hi ms e
formation of policies and procedures within
arrests on campus and all the subsequent fallout by sending out only a handful of
directing emails. It also seems to be remarkable thé responsible for staff discipline
within the university and yet managed to deal with the series of disciplinary actions
against myself without once sending or receiving any emails related to them. | made a
complaint about the lack of material releasedthg Registrar to Mr Dowling, the
uni versityodos Data Protection Off justene. I was
inconsequential, extra email sent by the Registrar. On the other hand, the Registrar had
earlier handed over an email of mine (withantFol request) to two other academics in
the university (Drs Macdonald Daly and Sean Matthévesxd more of these two later)
who then used it to make (groundless) accusations against me. So the Registrar, it seems,
kept back his own emails but freely tlisuted mine. Both actions, of course, contravene
the universityodos statutes.

| and others recognised that there was a clear problem in the University of
Nottingham. We thought that some negotiations with senior management might be

beneficial. Aweelor so after the arrests, I, i n my ca@
terrorism, asked the Registrar (as did others) if he would engage in some discussions. |

wrote to him saying, owe al |l need to sit do
sen or management of various points®@ad issue

refused to see me. The Registrar and members of Management Board were also invited to
attend open fora on campus where the case of the arrests was to be discussed. All such
requests were turned down. The reason given by the Registrar was that since Yezza, after
his release from custody, was still facing immigration charges, his case was theuefore
judice *°As such, it was said, any discussions would be inapproptiateaving aside

the issue of whethesub judiceactually applies in an immigration case, which is doubtful,

we <could stildl have had discussions withou
situation i which, indeed, had nothing to do with the arrests on campusheor t
uni versityos defensi ve port al messages. An

November 2009 (final verdict: leave to remain in the UK), no meeting ever took place
with the Registrar or anyone else in senior management. | also asked to see thg (curren
Vice-g:hancellor, Professor David Greenaway about the issue. He likewise would not see
11
me:
The Registrar, with the reason he gave for refusing to meet his staff, was actually not
telling the truth. This became clear nearly three years later ipoat rinally!) released

109 Email of authorto Registraron 24 June2008at13.21

110 For instance, imnemailof ProfessoiSimonTormey(formerHeadof Schoolof Politics) hewroteto all
his staffto saythat De§pitepositiveindicationsfrom the Registrarat the endof theweek | wasnotified
yesterdaypy the PVC for the Faculty(Chris Rudd thatno suchmeetingwould be ableto takeplacein the
foreseeabléuture. Thisis dueto the affair beingdsubjudiced Email dated27 May 2008at 10.36.

eor example, irmnemail of 25 SeptembeP008at 19.20,the Registrarin responseo aninvitation to
attenda Roundtableon AcademicFreedomtells a Professoin SociologyandSocialPolicythat, It i$
importantthatyou understandhat, giventhe ongoinglegal proceedingsn relationto Mr Yezza it would
be quiteinappropriatefor any University representativ@o attend Also email (releasedinderFol) of
Reqistrarto Dr Vanessa@upavac4 July 2008at 15.54.

112 Email of Vice-ChancellorProfessoDavid Greenawayo author9 October2008at 16.46
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from Mr Rammel | 6s Bl Ssubjidicé shamddeoihi tdg etao
senior management 6s failure to engage with
noted that:

The university [of Nottingham] had chosen not tpen discussions
directly with staff and student groups because they feel that there is a real
risk that this would escalate the issue.

So the Registrar and members of Management Board would not meet to discuss issues

wi t h staff becautsee téheni iss smoeud d Tehsicsal wor di n
Nottinghamspeak for Owe had better not face
guestions for which we have no answer so. W
Notti nghamos cl ai m t hgh standards ofi gpenness nandi t t e d
accountabilityé?

The 6Security Reporto

| referred earlier to this postrrests Security Report prepared for Sir Colin Campbell and
Management Board by the Head of Security and the Registrar. Apart from the issue
concerning whdirst called in the police and whether or not a risk assessment had taken
place, this report also displays some basic ignorance and engages in yet further untruths.
In discussing thél Qaeda Training Manualor instance, it states that:

It is classed s a tactical document which actually contains specific detail
on how to kill someone rather than the more strategic document, freely
available from Amazon, that talks about strategy and the effects of
Terrorism. As an example the strategic document will yleu that a
person can be killed by having their neck broken while the tactical
document tells you exactly how to ddit.

This is, of course, unparalleled nonsense. T

is instruction on how to break neck#thd a o&éterrori stdé needs to b

be killed by having their neck broken? Leaving aside such silliness we are still left with

some gross fabrications. As noted before, the version dhltiggaeda Training Manual

that Sabir had downloaddém the US DoJ website and tbeeavailablefrom Amazon

areexactlythe same. (I have a prioff from the US DoJ website aradcopy of the book

to prove this.) So the authors of the above statement were not telling the truth. They also

do not, of course, know the difference between strategic and tactical. The reference,

moreover, to the breaking of necks is quite simply a figmenof s omeoneds i mag

No versionof the Al Qaeda Training Manuama k es any menti on of ot

necks6. The authors of this iSQgnurity Report
And so the orthodoxy in relation to thd Qaeda Training Manal has truly taken

hold. Jonathan Ray, the Communications Director, sums this up in an email he sent to

113 Unattributedreportreleasedy BIS entitledd_ocal Activity : NottinghamUniversityd undated
114(')Security Reporté, p. 38
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other members of senior management. He criticises those in the university who were
claiming that theAl Qaeda Training Manualvas normal research matari

This is all based on their understanding that the material was benign

online bookshop ideology, rather than the tactical document we now know

it to be. There wil/ be some debate abol
through a US government public wetbs 0 , but being explicit
text would be effectivé™

Now management could be dexplicitd. They knce
thought they did.

It is obvious that n@ne writing this Report or anyone on Management Board had
taken the time to actually read thAl Qaeda Training Manual Why? Indeed, in
November 2009 the Registrar stated in the
haveno6ét | ooked at the copy of the™HHOTMésinc
would have seen first on the evening of the arrests. He did not read it through then (or
the other two journal articles). We know this because in the Security Report the Registrar
says he merely O6scanned all three document s
sem, and as he said, that they O0had no val i
read them in May 2008 and he was now saying (in November 2009) that he had not
looked at theAl Qaeda Training Manuasince. He also produces another admission in
Novenber 2009, saying: 61 havenot | oo¥Ked at t
There is, moreover, no evidence that any other member of senior management had gone
to the trouble of going to the library or to any website to check on what exactly it did
cortain. So how can the Registrar, the \W{€kancellor and all the rest of Management

Board go into print and say that the version
from documents with the same titl ewddhi ch ar e
they know? Noone, it appears, and certainly not the Registtah o had sai d, o1

highly responsible role regarding-hatte reput
checked. If he, or anyone, had checked then they would have found dhethaerethe
same.

This university Security Report also records that the police handed both Sabir and

Yezza a notice saying they had o6materi al i n
to a person committi ng oThisip true,pfacoursa, dputia n act
means nothing. As has been noted, &dmateri al 0

centre or how to buy an Underground ticket \
here is everything. And with Sabir and Yezkare was no context. There was no context

that could have made their possession of Ah&@aeda Training Manuain any way

suspicious. And again, it wamly this Al Qaeda Training Manuathat was labelling

them as suspects.

115 Email of JonatharRayto Vice-ChancellorSir Colin Campbell RegistrarPaulGreatrix future Vice-
ChancellorProfessoiDavid GreenawayProfessoiChristopheiRudd ProfessoDianeBirch, Gary Steven
(Headof Security on7 July2008at19.17.
116 Fromnotesof interview conductedvith Registrary representativef Mr Chris Thompson
ler;iversit\fs Chief FinancialOfficer, 27 October2009.

Ibid.
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The Security Reportthenmme di at el y goes on to say that
possession and transmissionbo. This was actu
giving a false impression. The conjunction of the two above phraéep o ssessi on o
terrori st andhrmietrtiiadn g 66 mogds e s-smadenit agpeadas ifr ans mi
Sabir had admitted to 6possessing and transn
done, t hough, mewalpal admit te sending acopye o a library book and
two joum a | articles over the wuniversityods compu
imparting an unwarranted and malicious spin.

It would surely not be too much to ask,
reputations at stakelet alone the reputatioof the university itself that at least one
person in just one position of responsibility in one of the top universities in the country
would have taken a moment to check a document that was causing samgstii\nd
this in a situation, moreovewhere it was the police who were relying on the university
t o make a.Amajin)Shbireandeyazirza)at the very least, should have been owed
that duty of care.

We see evidence here -agagemeft C€andema Fratre
tohwe been o6f orfcoerdmetdo HfAncttofiawsd,the very fact that
basic check$ such as reading this offending documériad not been carried out can
only point to the fact that a pjadgementhad been made: there would be no need to
verify what you already know. Why bother questioning what is patently the orthodoxy? It

is as Orwell wrote, 0Onotnbhedidgdoxthink. @ghados/isnot t h
unconsciusnesso.

But would checks, one asks oneself, have been made ifeto ushe pol i ce of f
words, this situation had involved a student
is rhetorical.

The Crown Prosecution Service

Perhaps the most serious aspect, though, of this university Security Report, relates to

what the Cown Prosecution Service (CPS) did or did not say. There is mention in the

report of a visit made by the Registrar and the Head of Security to a Nottingham police
station on 20 May 2008 just prior to the tw
met pdice officers and representatives of the CPS. The report notes that the CPS had
decided not to pursue criminal proceedings against the two men. The report relates, in

relation to theAl Qaeda Training Manuakhat since Sabir had said:

That he had only s¢ it to Hicham [Yezza] solely for the purpose of
obtaining free printing services the Crown Prosecution Service had
somewhat reluctantly accepted that, at the time but not of course in the
future, they [Sabir and Yezza] had a reasonable excuse for possess

118 Fraser Isl@amophobids the moralblind spotof todays Britaind
19 6rwell, 1984 p.56.
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There then follows a rather strange sentenc
ramifications, especially in relation to others who have been convicted, imprisoned,
awaiting trial or appeal in relation to possession of an Al Qaeda training mi6 .

| read this and thought it very peculiar. If we take the last sentence first. Just what
woul d be the Owi de r eac h-one haeverbeen ¢onvictad, i ons 6 ?
imprisoned, put on trial, or involved in any appeal relating totjuste ( or 6andé) Al
training manual. So we can ignore this last sentence. What is said here is just another
invention of the Registrar and the Head of Security.

More importantly, though, and looking at the first sentence: why would the CPS think
tha it was acceptable for Sabir and Yezza to be in possession of what was, after all, a
library book at the time of their arrests, but that they would not to be able to access this
same | ibrary book o6in the futureodyywerddher e ha
Sabir and Yezza being, in essenicannedfrom accessing a piece of literature? Under
what version of English Law was this allowed to happen?

| also thought it extraordinary that the CPS would commit themselves in such a
manner; especially uginm t he wor ds 6reluctantl yéo and 600
language would run counter to everything the CPS stands for. Their lawyers do not deal
in shades of grey: either the evidence is there or it is not. And if they have doubts then
they do not sharehem with ordinary members of the publicsuch as Nottingham
Universityés Registrar and Head of Security
deals with terrorism cases and whose personnel were present at this meeting. It was
confirmed to me by themmi wr i ti ng that O6CPS | awyers revi
the Code for Crown Prosecutors. They do not
or not “Amd,geidd.order that there be no oppor
here is the full lger written to me by the Deputy Head of the Counter Terrorism Division
of the CPS:

Dear Dr Thornton,

| refer to your letter dated 1 June 2010.

As explained in my letter dated 26 May 2010 CPS lawyers review cases in
accordance with the Code for CrownoPR ecut or s. They do not
accepto that people be charged or not <cha
As previously explained the advice given was that there was insufficient evidence

on the facts in this particular case to prosecute. Any future possession of the

manual [AQrM] would be a matter for the police to investigate if they decided it

was appropriate to do so.

Yours sincerelyé

120c')Security Reporté, page number redacted

121 Letterto authorfrom [namewithheld], DeputyHeadof CounterTerrorismDivision, Crown Prosecution
Service 9 June2010.

40


http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/security-report2.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/121.jpg

So the CPS had made themselves clear. And they were, moreover, definitively NOT
saying that these two me n  woablé eéxcuseofdr cour s

possessionéin the futured. They had a Or eas
were arrested, and they would have a O0reaso
future. The Security Report and its authors, the Registrar andethé &f Security, had

al so simply invented this aspect of the CPSB®O

The seriousness of this issue is obvious. Two very senior staff within the University
of Nottingham appear to have put words into the mouths of the CPS and, imgp do
basically labelled Sabir and Yezza as men who were to some degree guilty of being

Oterroristso. Agai n, an orthodoxy was bein
university management.

And, having once cl aimed tslbat héme jagdagdg e menn
university itself making a 6éjudgement 6, but
0j udgeinehnet 6CPSO6 s in this case. But surely

Management Board would have seen through this obvious anomalgised questions?
We all know from watching any police drama on television how members of thé CPS
or, indeed, American District Attorneysbehave. They simply do not give their personal
opinions on cases to members of the public. Management Board aweskiown that
what they were being told in this Security Report could not possibly have been true. But
there is no record of any of the eleven memf@wf this Board casting any doubts.
Why? And surely the Professor of Law on Management Board, Diane, Biothid have
brought the Registrar and Head of Security to task here? Why was | the only one to write
to the CPS to try and verify what they had actually said? Why was | the only who cared?
Having a collective coveup over who exactly called in thelge was one thing, but
this was quite another. This constituted a
uni versity. Management Boardbs acceptance o
have been made must mean, one assumes, that ManagerashtnRoe quite happy to
go along with the line they were being spun. They, it would appear, assumed that Sabir
and Yezza had some |links to o6terroristd act
for. Here was the malign groupthink at work again.
All this, to my mind, and at the very least, was providing an excuse for the future
harassment of Sabi as he continued with his studiesby senior members of the
university and, moreover, by those below them in the university rank structure who
wanted © impress their bosses. The way to impress such bosses, as ever, was to display
unqualified loyalty. This is what the institution most demanded of its staff: loyalty. But
even Alexsei Stakhanov himself would surely have blushed if he had been witness to
same of the zeal that was to be exhibited by a number of individuals in the university.
Some positively fell over themselves to prove their own commitment to the orthodoxy of
their lords and masters. This zeal was both astonishing and, to my mind, didgracefu

Blame game

122\jice-Chancellor Sir Colin Campbell; the Registrar, Dr Paul Greatrix, Professor David Greenaway (the
current ViceChancellor), Professor Karen Cox, Professor Alan Dodson, Dr Eleanor Duthie sBrofes
Christine Ennew, Professor Christopher Rudd, Professor Saul Tendler, Professor Bob Webb and Mr Chris
Thompson.
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Big corporations and institutions will always try and avoid taking any blame when there
is blame to be apportioned. There are always other, smaller, actors around who are
conveniently available to do that. To the university, all of thisreircannot have been
the fault of anyone on Management Board. And it could not, obviously, have been the
fault of the police. So, apart from Sabir and Yezza, who was there left to blame? A
conveni-egnytd 6Wwad If ound i n t hdooloohPalpics. Solet t he un
us now look at this particular aspect of the das®w a public institution tries to cover
for its own mistakes by blaming (yet more) innocent parties.

The way the wind was blowing was clear from the Briefing Note writtesipagy the
Head of Security and the Registrar for perusal by the-Citancellor and the rest of
Management Board. It was composed slightly before the above Security Report (i.e.
about six weeks after the arrests). This Briefing Note records:

It appearghat, in this case, Riswaan [sic] Sabir was poorly advised and
not supported by the School [of Politics]. There seems to be a view by
some in his School that any material relating to Terrorism is legitimate for
research, without any regard for the law.eTbost of the absence of
support for this student has been huge for him but also for staff in the
University!?®

So now it was <cl ear . The Obl amedé could <cl e
Politics because some of 1ntt&, meambehaddnd @
the | awo. However, the o6éview by some in hi
Terrorism is | egitimate f-anelkmewism thaSclobl6f was ac

Politics i least of all by me. But itvas a view held, ofcourse, by the highest legal
authority in the land: the Lord Chief Justice. And he, presumably, does have some

6regard for the | awd. And, one might add,
Terrorism is | egitimate fwhbeingexmessedlthhbd was a
university itself Af ter al |, the Registrar had said:

principle of academic freedom, and believes that any material should be accessible where
scholarship by academic staff or registered studemts any Uni ver®Thea y de man
Registrar had also told many staff and stu
Aprohibitiond on accessing ter r®®Andthen, mat er i
singing from the same hynsheet, there was \BeChancellor Sir Colin Campbell saying

t hat : O0There is no Aprohibitiond on access
rese®r@fhdcourse, then there was the wuniver
Jonat han Ray, c hi ppi n gademic ortayegisteseyd studentthed i f y o |
you have every good cause to acces¥ whatevce

123dncidentleft overissued notefor VC6 attachedo Briefing Noted
124 Point5 on Registraés draft portal statementundated
125 Suchasin anemailto the authorfrom Dr PaulGreatrix(Registray of 4 July2008at 15.54.

126Mel ani e Newman, O6Researcher s h avVimesHigherftducathht 6 t o st u
Supplementl7 July 2009, p.5.

127curtis and Hodgson-Qad8ahudaeact i cesbdaftdhifog ali x daysbo.
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And he was also to add that, ol t I's in the
l egi t'¥mated.

So why, one asks, whengi cl earl 'y the wuniversity view t
Terrorism is |legitimate for researchdé does
How can, given all the previous pious platitudes, the Registrar and the Head of Security
write - 0 T h e rms to e e view by some in his School that any material relating to
Terrorism is | egitimate for TrwhenthsBwashlso wi t hot
stated university policy? Thus we have a bizarre (sorry to keep using this word) situation
whereone and the same sentiment was being hel d
by the university, while it was also being |
to be used as a stick to c-dewells.iHewcanithist er n al
be? Franz Kafka, it seems, was alive and well and moving among us at the University of
Nottingham.

So it was all obvious. For internal consumption, and within the coterie of the
hierarchy, the university was apportioning blame downwards aothpletely
undermining the principle of academic freedom, while, on the other hand, and with its
external image in mind, the university is producing all the right noises in terms of
presenting itself as a supporter of academic freedom.

This Briefing Note becomes even more detailed. It goes on, rather convolutedly:

Although the inappropriate possession of the Al Qaeda training manual by

a member of support staff [Yezza] should never be in question, it is

worthy of note that the wording in [the policedtice for the student in

relation to the University not considering it necessary for him to have it in

his possession was not just solely based
the police]. I n addition to the Registr
arrived at by also considering many other aspects of the case, including

statements taken from Academics in the School of Politics. Apparently,

while some Junior Lecturers condoned possession, the consensus of

opinion amongst the more Senior Lecturers [sic] was plossession was

not necessaryf’

Ah, so it was not just Othe School of Pol it
was the 6Junior Lecturers in the School of F
There is not only some more-witing of history involved here, bulso some more

outright invention of it. No, there were no

the administrative staff in the School of Modern Languages, the only other members of
university staff interviewed by the police were Professor MdGtiire Registrar, another
senior professor from the School of Modern Languages and three (junior) lecturers. That
makes five academic staff and the Registrar. Two of the junior lecturers were in the
School of Politics (myself and Dr Bettina Renz) and ttleeg Dr Maria Ryan, was in
American Studies. That was it. No other academic staff were interviewed by the police.

128 jonathan Ray, University Communications Director quoted 6 St udent was BBEtudyi ng t
Newsonling 24 June 2008, at
?;tgp://newsvotd)bcco.uk/mpappspaqetooIéprint/newsbbcco.uk/l/hi/enqland accessed 30 October 2009.

Ibid.
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The two junior lecturers in the School of Politics, Dr Renz and mysaeife never
told, at any point, by the police, the names of ahthe documents in questidnso how
could we 6condoned possession in our Ostater
name of the principal document involvédthe Al Qaeda Training Manual about a
week after Sabir os r edhteea manthatehthad | finaly cammas onl y
to learn of the other two documents; i.e. the articles ffoneign AffairsandThe Middle
East Policy Council JournalAnd yet, according to the Registrar and Head of Security,
myself and Dr Resnesdiadndcandiomedt poes!

The only academic interviewed by the police who knew the nature of the documents
that had led to the arrests was Professor McGuitke man who told them it was
6illegal 6. The other prof es sdnotseemanytohttee Sc ho ol
documents, but he was told by the police aboutAth®aeda Training ManualHe gave
his opinion that, 6having been made aware
basically, be very wary of £ And, since neone within the Schoadf Politics- besides
myself and Dr Renz had talked to the police, then thesecsa | | ed 6 Seni or Lect
the School being referred to in this Briefing Netide ones who had told the police that
O6possessi on w-awere agah, a figene & thesimagigafion of its authors,
t he Regi strar and the Head of Security. T
Lecturerso as well

What was being said in this Briefing Note was completely untrue. The actual wording
of the police statementhadlbee 6 ar ri ved at 6, of course, usir
two men whoknewwhat the offending document(s) was (were) and had seen them: i.e.
the Registrar and Professor McGuirk. And, anyway, how could either the Registrar or the
Head of Security the adhors of this Briefing Note know who said what to the police?
They had no access to the police statem&hdseover, and in another twist, the Registrar
hi mself once emailed the author in July 20!
numberof Univeist y St aff (although ¥ Welpiihédidnktnow wh o
know who they were then how can he say, as is clear from this Briefing Note, thidt he
know who they were?

Moreover, across in that other document, the Security Report, thessatimaents are
being expressed by its authors. It was pointed out here that the police took the action that
they had based on 6statements from witnesse:
and statements from AcademicBut since thashe Scho
6Academi cs o, i . e. the two junior |l ecturers,
evidenceafter the arrests had taken place, the only action that could have resulted from
our evidence would have been that relating to the swifteaseléom custody of Sabir
and Yezza. The action that the police did takbke arrests in the first plaéecould only
have come from the evidence supplied by those university staff who had presented their
evidencebeforethe arrests, i.e. the RegistrardaRrofessor McGuirk. (Although their
actual formal statements were only collected by the police someattaythe arrests on
14 May.)

130 gtatement to police made by senior professor, School of Modern Languages. Source Rizwaan Sabir.
3L Email to me of 4 July 2008at15.54.
1326 s eictuy Rpport 6,
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All of this would appear to establish the latest strand of the orthodoxy. This is that if
the universityis in anyway to blame then the responsible parties must be those at the
very bottom of the food chaint he 6 j uni'®The budtavasunove all Héng
pointed at them.

| was always taught in the Army that with higher rank and higher pay came greater
responsibility. Those with rank protected their juniors from blame, even when such
juniors were at fault. Apparently, and shamefully, the very opposite philosophy seems to
apply at UK universities.

Blame was also being apportioned in the corridémsiaisterial power. Sir Colin had
told Mr Rammell at the BIS where the problem lay. It was clear that Sir Colin thought the
School of Politics and, by extension, myself were responsible. He wrote to Mr Rammell
to say that, 0 Ac a d e mulear abdue theaimplicatiens ofsmateriale d t o
they encourage t H%Sincelwasthd enly acadermiowhalad ever s 6 .
interacted with Sabir in regard to his research then | must have been the one doing the
6encouragingbé6. B u tvas wdt tue. Wharer on €adH had he got this e
i mpression from? No one in the wuniversity o0
particular source; least of all me. | did not know it even existed at the time. It was
certainly not on any of my reading lists The only possible dencoul
from undergraduate textbooks i n t he l'i brar
Wi ki pedia, or, as it turns out, from per haps
terrorismi Rohan Gunaratna. Again, ywhvas Sir Colin not telling the minister the truth?
And presumably, in his missives to the Home Office (which | have not been made been
privy to) Sir Colin was also telling this office of state the same as he was telling the BIS.
That is, he was telingéhm t hat academic departments were
access incendiary materials. That was very wrong of him. (More of the Home Office and
BIS later.)

Forgive me here if | take a moment to register some displeasure that the former Vice
Chancelbr of my university imparts information to ministries that unfairly blames my
School, and myself in particular. It seems that a knighthood and a-pB@9kalary does
not guarantee ethical behaviour.

Where blame does not fall

The man who actually begainis whole ridiculous situation was not, of course, to blame.

Il n all of the wuniversityds documentation i
Professor of Romance Languages, Professor Bernard McGuirk, is nowhere to be seen.

The interview he gave tté police, where he says tAé Qaeda Training Manualvas

oill egal 6, IS never mentioned at al l anywh
university or in any reports. He has been completely airbrushed out of the whole drama.

But his input should surelyave been registered in the Briefing Note because, after all, it
wasonlyPr of essor Mc Gui r kds n anpelicetndtieeto Sébirgur ed i

133 One noticeable characteristic in both th& e ¢ u r i dand thBRripfiogNDtedis the hearsay aspect

obvious in the use of words andt hpadtréas,esamsdichT hhesr & Appe
beééd

134 5ir colin Campbell Reporton RecentArrestsatthe University of Nottinghand sentto Bill Rammel]

Minister for FurtherandHigher Education 9 Septembef008.
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This notice is also never mentionednywhere in any subsequent university
documentation.

Directed research

Even truthful statements in the above Briefing Note add to the sense that the junior

|l ecturers in the School of Politics must b e
0 Riaanw[sici they never could spell his name] Sabir is following an MA in
International Relations which does not include a specific requirement to examine such

ma t e Y°iThislwould be patently obvious. Sabir was on a Research Track MA and was

only taking ore social science and social science research methods courses. It would be a
surprise if any such research methods courses (Qualitative Methods, Quantitative
Methods, etc) insisted that he did actually studyAh®aeda Training ManualThe spin

here isobviously that if he was napecifically instructedo look at this document then

he has no right to do so. The logical extension of this would appear to be that university

|l ecturers should say to their studseimts t hat

t heir courses are those actwually | isted 1in
extraordinary enough, but how do dissertations or PhDs fit into such a logic? For it was
such research that l ed Sabir t oentl dnenl oad t

postgraduate/PhD students in the UK of today supposed now to pick from a list of
controlled sources for their studies? That would not only undermine the essence of higher
education, but also be very silly. But did anyone in senior managementostbimk

about the stupidity of what was being said here in this Briefing Note? Obviously not.

There is a yet anot her problem with this
Lecturers [sic]dé thought t hat Opa@ay@e ssi on v
opine that a source was Onot necessaryodo? Esij
foremost authority on the study of terrorism, Rohan Gunaratna, can say that &le the
Qaeda TrainingManual s &6érequired readingé dreosomet he st u
6Senior Lecturersé at the University of Not

these 6Senior Lecturerso wer e, anyway, yet
Registrar and the Head of Security then their opinions cannot really béosesamt for
very much.
It is eminently clear that in both the Briefing Note and the Security Report evidence
was being manufactured in order to pass bl a

this is shameful behaviour.

OResearchoé ®eeshi cs Commi
This next section involves the issue of research ethics committees being used as policing
mechani sms within universities in the UK. I
case then please go on to page 53.

After Management Board had seée tSecurity Report and the Briefing Note they felt
suitably informed about th&l Qaeda Training ManualThat is, they had all swallowed
the obvious nonsense about the breaking of necks; the emphasis on tactics; the fact that it

135(’13riefinq Noted no pagenumber This phrasds alsopresenin dncidentleft overissued notefor VC6 .
Thatis, RSis following anMA in InternationalRelatbnswhich doesnotincludea specificrequiremento
examinesuchmaeriald .
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was not the one on Amazoetc, etc. So now we have one member of the Boding
current ViceChancellor, Professor David Greenawayming to ask:

now that we have clarity on the nature of the Al Qaeda manual it would be
reasonable to ask the question of whether access to ittivengh the

Ethics Committee in the School of Politics and, if not, who gave
permission for Wr Sabir to access itéd.

Firstly, why did Professor Greenaway and the rest of Management Board not gain their
own O6claritydéd as t o tuhents byattleast &sking uestidmseof of f e n
the authors of the Security Report and the Briefing Noter actually reading the
document itself? Here we see evidence again of the malign groupthink: why question
something everyone obviously agrees with? Seconthg issue that Professor
Greenaway is referring to here-isbviously-n ot one f or any Oet hics ¢

University research ethics c¢ommpetificadlles ar e ¢
to research that involves or has any effecireally or indirectly, on human
par t i ¢ Fhasmréseah ethics committees only consider research that concerns
Ohuman pairnotchipragnt ebbse. For i nstance, as
School of Psychol ogy d o c ul nok Rstychdlogyo Ethicsp ut s
Committee only deals with research involving human volunteers. Other kinds of research
are out si dtisinotsandritecamnot Ife, in any research ethics committee
0remitdé t o notoalatng th diuman parbcip@ sThey are not designed to
provide Opermissiond for students to empl oy
both from US government websites and from their own university libraries.

But how is it that a man who comes to assume thelenah¥ice-Chancellor of one
of the UKOGs major universities not even kno
And he is not al one. The Registrar |l i Kewi s e
Research Ethics Committ ee éspiblento emsure ¢hat the o] é d o
University is not left in this position agatf’ But both these men must know that their
university says it takes its lead on the formation of its research ethics committees from
the Economic and Soci al idRiees'®@ahesehint@mareci | 6s
based on the abovementioned UNESCO guidefiteEthe ESRC defines a 6
Ethics Committeed as a:

—_
~—~ 5

136 Email from ProfessoDavid Greenawayfuture Vice-Chancello) to Sir Colin Campbell(incumben}
andcod to 17 othersdated7 July 2008at 16.39.

139Stress added. Universit y of ENohtitcian g hReenv,i edwRdu, s s3e. 11l. 1Gr¢
138Universitvof Nottingham Schoolof Psychology EtlicsCommitteeFrom2 6 .

139 etterof Dr PaulGreatrix(Registra) to RizwaanSabirentitleddVleetingon 15" July2 0 0 @ated4
August2008.

140TheUniverstv of Nottingham in its Proposafor University ResearcliethicsCommittee 2 (2,8 6
stateghatthe ESRGs ResearclEthicsFrameworldwasto be éadoptedasa framingstructurefor
developinghe principlesof the Universityandasa guidefor a detailedframeworkfor researclethics

reviewd .

141 UNESCOGStatusof Higher EducationTeachingPersonne(1997)
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multidisciplinary, independent, body charged with reviewing research
involving human participantsto ensure that their digy, rights and
welfare are protected. The independence of a Research Ethics Committee
is founded on its membership, on strict rules regarding conflict of
interests, and on regular monitoring of and accountability for its
decisions:*

Thus no University oNottingham research ethics committee should be considering mere
literature or reading lists as part of its refitin fact, if they did, this would be in
contravention of the UNESCO guidelines mentioned earlier.

What is noticeable here, though, imHre s sor Gr eenawayo0s above s

staff come to make this same OOmistakeo) i s
0research ethics commi tteed comes to be rel
universities do not and should nevevhea 6 et hi cs committees?®o. The
6researché can create a good deal of scope

commi tteesd then exac ttHheiyremithWhat afteo liekatireb e i nc |

woul d be nexdonftorroltél?e nT hteo moni t ori ng of

behaviour? Student behaviour ? Freedom of

6et hi cs 6 (whosebthicsrigsantethiag elseyentirely.

Moreover, once more here we are being trediedone of those Kafkaesque
contradictions that the University of Nottingham seems to revel in: if the current Vice
Chancell or, David Greenaway, was asking

party to Management Boar d rsity]@mbeacecanadesnict h at

freedom and defend the r esed¥antwhydidthet s,

an
Registrar and the previous Vi€ehancel | or both say that 0t h
ur p

accessing terrorist ma t e $oavhysvoufd@amy sttdeneé p
need permission? And permission to go to a US government website!

| later gave ViceChancellor David Greenaway a chance to take firm and decisive
action to restore the reputation of both the University of Nottingham and ofd Davi
Greenaway. He is, after all, not only the \{ficbancellor of a Russell Group university,
he is also the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Nottinghamshire and a member of the
Parliamentary Armed Forces Pay Committee. | provided him witha facieevidence
that both his Registrar, Dr Paul Greatrix, and his Head of Security, Gary Stevens, had
both engaged in what looks very much like falsifying evidence against Sabir and Yezza. |
gave Professor Greenaway evidence that they had both been untruthful about what the
CPS and the police did or did not say. | was thus presenting him with clear evidence that
they may have committed criminal offences. Professor Greenaway, however, took no
action against them.

142 EconomicandSocialResearctCouncil RegearclEthicsFrameworld p.7.
143 . . . . . .

I had this problem in one of my disciplinaries.
were only | imited to 6et hi dofddyaiDnSamh Speightghathhis masn p
not true. O6No, itobés everything6, she said. At t
6entirely appropriated that such committees wou
144UniversitvofNottinqhamportalstatemenof23Mavat 12. 33, O6Message to al

145 Portal Email to author 4 July 2008 at 15.54.
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Of course, whadid follow was yet more disciplinary acticrgainst me after raising
such issues.

The blame-game gets personal

The Registrar elsewhere also passed the buck to the School of Politics. They had not
provided Oguidancebo. I n his meeting with Se
needed mocedodbgnibdas research:

I do find it surprising that that a youn
kind of pointed in the direction and asked to go and find things on his own
without any kind of guidance as to the legal framework within which he is

operating
He went on: 6You were given no advi ce, dir e
materi al you might want to accesso. Sabir r
not about beingspoehed. That és the whol emytutoteuerye of it
time | access a b8ok or a journal article?b6
The Registrar went on, 6l f | were in your

| ack of gui dance] &who®as, abtlehline obtbe aibests, peeto bei s or 6
appointel - was somehow supposed to provide oOguid

exi stent 60l egal f ramewor k @ @venAfncthe existeat t was a
supposed to say to Sabir: 6Donodt gaoa anywhet
especially that US DoJne-t hey 6r e f ul | of bad stuff!d Thi
blame someone who did not exist who should have told Sabir not to use US government

websites. Real ly? But, of cour se, since | w

guess | must be ¢hone the Registrar was blaming.
The Registrar was also adopting the same line as Professor Greenaway, i.e. why did

t he School of Politics not provide Oper mi ssi
meeting with Sabir, the Registrar said: Alvill say is that you need to take advice and

the ethics committee within your ScHool wil
And in his | ater | etter to Sabir he had, as

Research Et hicls] &€baonme t d reyetéjiwnd possi ble to e
is not left in this position agaitf® The inference being, of course, that it was the School
of Politics that had 6l eftd the university i
the idea tht a research ethics committee is available to be used as some sort of policing
mechanism.

But here was managementds O0solutiond. Her e
missing, in their eyes, the first time. Research ethics committees were the.dhgreer
enough, in the weeks after the arrests it became obvious that the School of Politics, and
myself 1 n particular, were being saddled wi-

using an Oethics c¢ommi-tahdemané aloe Kiigspite theifacc e r e ad

146 Transcript of meeting between Rizwaan Sabir, the Registrarahd of Security and Professor
Andreas Bieler, 15 July 2008
147 ,, .

Ibid.
148 Letter of Dr PaulGreatrix(Registra) to RizwaanSabirentitieddVeetingon 15" July2 0 0 @ateg4
Augqust2008

49


http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/15-july-meeting-transcript-unileaks-version1.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/15-july-meeting-transcript-unileaks-version1.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-146-177-179-180-181-183.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf

that Sabir had not taken any of my coursedl)e came subject to O6revi e\
of Politics OResearch Ethics Committeebo. I
research ethics committee was going to check my readisg list
| pointed out that the document that acted
the UNESCO Status of Higher Education Teaching Perso(i897)- and to which the
UK is obviously a signatory, ma sodnaltaed t hat
entitled toéfreedom from i ns+tedutationh teaching | cens
personnel have the ri gh%ldidnotwaneraydnktitutohtohout i r
6censor 6 my reading |ists,i mtnadr fnad® e dld dwilt twan
Mor eover, as an academic contracted to te
Terrorism | was the best person in the university to check my own reading lists. And, if
the university did not trust me to control my own reading ligien they should be
finding someone else to teach my courses.
| was also not going to be the first academic in the country to accept that his reading
|l ists should be O6monitoredd by any researcht
because, to yjnmind, if such a process was not fought at its source then it could turn into

a very much | arger system of generali sed mc
fancy. We wer e advancing i nto Orwel |l i an t
commi t tteelsadd trhaar phed i nto 6édethics committees

new process represented, to my mind, the thin end of another wedge.

My refusal to accept the checking of my reading lists led naturally to disciplinary
action.

In the disciplinay hearing that followed it was explained to me why the checks were
necessary. The process was enacted, | was told by my head of school, Professor Paul
Heywood, because O0there was a need to reass:!
simply allowing everyone to do as they liked [and that there is a] need for a control
mechani sm within the School 6. 6l f webd, went
lists within the School through our ethics committee then this would be an easy way of
organising th s°He al so said that, since o6the ethi
provide an 6easy and conventP’Sot ®rmeams cho e |
c o mmi t- haeirg Heen set up with all the guidelines set in stone that one could ever
wish tosee-had become nothing more than an Oeasy
6control & a reading list. And what would the

And the |linguistic slippage was evident het
been dropped by Professor Greenaway, it was now being dropped by Professor Heywood
as well.(Professor Heywood, in a host of subsequent emails and in a disciplinary hearing
of mine only ever uses™™ he phrase 6ethics co

9 UNESCOStatusof Higher EducationTeachingPersonne(1997),p.3.

Ot is ironic, perhaps, that these UNESCO guidelines had been established with the idea of ensuring that
universities in the developing world could operate freely. They did not have in mind universities in
developed world statethat they would follow such guidelines was a given.

151 ProfessoPaulHeywood FromHumanResourcesepresentativis notestakenat authos second
disciplinaryhearing 6 November2009.

52 Ibid.

>3 For example in mail to ProfessoiSarahOdHaraof 2 Septembe?008at 16.23 :| askedthe School
ethicscommitteeto havealook over Rod Thorntors moduleoutlineé 6
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What Professor Heywabdid not explain, however, was why my reading lists, and
mi ne al one, needed O6controllingo. Neither o
reading lists, was in any way linked to the arrests. | was, moreover, not the only lecturer
in the School of Pdics who had courses related to terrorism. So why was | being singled
out? Perhaps, t hough, this was my comeuppan
out putdé, and for showing those 6symptoms of
Of course, you could see the pious mawwaning. And thisdid arrive straight from
Orwell. When | raised objections about this process | was told that it was only being done
for my 6Prustlikecltsipposed Rizwaan Sabir and Hicham Yezza had been
Oprotectedd by ndghan Ahdinjustthessanieywayad mydeld and the
School of Politics ha-+d€habcellernn cdmmunicatiens withd 6 by

the BI'S and the Home Office. And just |ike t
had been 06 p rRegisteacanctidedead gf Security in their Briefing Note and
Security Report. | could obviously do withou

And once more the tension between competing statements was evident. If the
uni versity was s ayi ngkinds wb Views bang allt Studyt is guot e
| egi t'P rmattbev@e; embrace academic freedom and

bit

anywhere, on®®tamat sdatbljercda 6i s no f@Aprohi i o
materials for the pur postednotfortmeeesearahrhewad ; t hat
undertaking but because Jandhi sf cbhnéstitagmewn
material [the AQTM] is of a nature Which [is

T then just why is it necessary for any universit Ter r ori sm cour se to be
Moreover, | was concerned that Professor Heywood, a mere departmental head, could

bring in such a dramatic and acadeifnedom threatening process off his own bat. He

had said to me thmay iidea@.s, Whamntle, c plulred ge d

disciplinaries, he said that any suggestion that the Registrar or th&€Karecellor (who

had both wanted to see its introduction) had ordered this new process to be enacted was,

guot e, 6compl eatlesloy suanitdr,uedl HHe&n assure you

autonomousd, and that it was'™ BanBrofessowvn i de a

Heywood was saying he had taken his action without having consulted anyone in the

hi erarchy. He said thamsyedtAbheaah®Bdaiofy stcd

depart ment al head had the O6authorityd to i
guidelines? Indeed, this new and grodmd e aki ng O6policy and proc
slipped past the marthe Registrarwhohadsal he was o&éresponsi bl e f
of policies and procedures within the Univer

154ProfessorHevwood told mein adisciplinaryhearingthatit wasdone Sofelyto provide

somecoverfor you, Rodd Transcriptof disciplinaryhearing 6 November2009.

155JonatharRa\4 University Communication®irector quotedin éStudentwasfistudying terrorisn® 6 .

156 This statement was used many times by the university. See, for exanplersity of Nottingham

portal statement of 23 May at 12.23 6 Message t o all concerned staffb.
157 Emailto authorfrom Dr PaulGreatrix(Registray dated24 June2008at11.45.

158 £ mail from Dr PaulGreatrix(Registray to (nameredacted of 27 May 2008at13.14.

159 Interview notesof Dr SarahSpeightwith ProfessoPaulHeywoodaspartof disciplinaryactionagainst

theauthor Attachedto letterto ProfessoiSarahO8arg 25 SeptembeR009.

160 Takenfrom transcriptof disciplinaryhearingof 6 November2009.
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Professor Heywood had, though, received advice. He said he had actually been given
the idea to 6controld my readi nag,adcordsngs by tF
to Professor Heywood, 6expressed some conc
Terrorism course$' He added that my o6reading |ist wa
Heywoodos|] attention by the School Manager
responded to an isst® raised by our Manager 6.

So the firstever introduction of the controlling of the reading lists of a lecturer using
an O0Oethics committeebd at a UK wuniversity had
by a School Office Manag (please add here either a question mark or an exclamation
mark according to taste).

However, in the end, a School of Politics Research Ethics Committee was gathered
together to check my reading lists that were already on file (I could not stopdthiem
that). But the process was something of a farce. First of all, how can anyone check an
entire reading list? Are the members of the committee supposed to read all the books and
articles therein? Do they go to every single website listed and wadegkhrie
(someti mes thousands) of pages on them | ooki
how would they know what was in any way O0ir
were for judging)? And what happens after the checking process is complete? The
university has then, of course, made itself legally liable for whatever is now on these
reading lists. There was just no logic to the process. (I had offered to put a legal
disclaimer on the front of my reading lists to warn studerist this was not aeptable
to Professor Heywood.)

And, naturally enough, when my lists were checked over, overarching guidelines for
the constitution and conduct of 6research
School just made up its own. Professor Heywood hadnse t he o6 Gui del i nes
Empl oyment of Research Et hics Commi tteesd.
Research Ethics Committees would follow the guidelines issued by the above ESRC
OResearch Ethics Framewor ké ( RERopl, wdote ument .
be 6éadopted as a framing structure for deve
Nottingham] and as a guide for a 6@&itailed f
the stipulations of this document were, however, not followed.

This is something else that the University of Nottingham seems to accept as standard
the ignoring of official Ukwide (or at least Englandide) guidelines and the
repl acement of t h e m- nhogtly unwrigten-wgnidelinesr Butithey 6 s o wn
official national guidelines are there for several reasons; including to establish standard
operation procedures and to advertise and make clear processes that any university will
follow. But they also, crucially, establish legal parameters. It is not for ohog in
individual universities be they vicechancellors or mere heads of schotw circumvent
these guidelines.

161 ProfessoPaulHeywood Notesfrom hearing 6 November2009.The SchooManager al so 6dasked
guidance for the School Manager and admin staff is provided for future [sic] in order to help identify such

modul esd. From Minutes of Management Group, 1 October
0identify suncldar. modul esd i

182 | hterviewnotesof Dr SarahSpeightwith ProfessoPaulHeywoodprior to authods disciplinaryhearing

of 9 November2009.Attachedto letterto ProfessoiSarahO&Hara 25 SeptembeP009

163Universitvof Nottingham Prdposafor University ResearchtthicsCommitted® Q2.0 8 ,
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As | say, the ESRC, in its REF document, decreed that institutions, in regard to
establishing their own research ethics committeksuld only use them to consider the
effects of research on O6human participantso
participantsdéd on my reading |lists. The REF
Et hics Committees ds hloeua sdt nsoervreanl | me nmbeeerds 6a
Politics committee had just three. The REF
least one lay member from the local community with no affiliation to the University or
research i nstit uoulddhedonerno eqgsure faimasoandto makehsurs w
that it was not just the wuniversityds Oet hi
woul d ensure that the ESRCO6s defini-sd on of a
that O6stridichgrades| iretgaof *MTheeRER contisuds, ar e ma
0f or decisions and advice of a Research Eth
seen to be made impatrtially. That is, they need tb éed be seentoliei ndependent 0.
Our School of Blitics committee had no external membenot even from another
department. Indeed, in this respect Professor Heywood was ignoring his own School
guidelines. These state that O6An additional
History or Sociologyat t end t H%® meeti ngso.

Members of these committees should also be trained. As the REF states:
6Uni versitieséshould provideéat a mini mum,
the ethical, legal and scientific dimensions of the research that theaiRk Ethics
Commi t t e e'® Noneeof theenveidbers of the School of Politics committee were
trained.

Indeed, in the case of considering my reading lists, this School of Politics research
ethics committee never even niethe Office Manager merelgent an email (curiously
entitled 6Onebs Module Handouté) to the thr
committee to say:

Paul has asked if you would take a quick look at this so that we can say it
has been through the appropriate procedures.

Tha was it. This was the request to the research ethics committee. A professor on this
committee emailed Professor Heywood to say:

| am not aware of anything in the remit of Ethics Committee that would

warrant a procedure whereby its members become rabjmrisr the

approval of module handouts [reading lists]. So | am not really sure what

we are supposed to look for here and by what standards or criteria to make

a judgement éMore generally, my Vview remai
that the University neds to decide in view of recent events [i.e. the

arrests]- not three people accidentally finding themselves on a rather

minorsubc ommi tt ee in one of he Universityos

164ESRC RegearclitthicsFrameworld p.7.

165(’)School of Politics Research Ethics Committeeo. I n
16 July 2008 at 15.36.

166 ESRC@ResearclEthicsFramework p.11,p.11,p.10,p.13.
87 Email of Professor [name removed] to Professor Paul Heywood 18 September 2008.
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Professor Heywood replies to this by saying:

Whilst the vast majority ofnatters that may require a view in regard to
ethics will be researetelated, there are cases (such as the present one)
where other matters may legitimately fall within the remit of an ethics
committee’®®

Thus again we have the head of a department dgcidmself what should fall within
the remit of such a research ethics committee.

This committee, indeed, was never quorate. Its most junior merbérlso the only
one who was actually aware of the remit of such a committefeised to take pam the
process. This | ecturer, Dr Vanessa Pupavac,
being one of the three writers of the letter to Th¢E that had so offended Sir Colin
Campbell. She was later to suffer for such behaviour. So this lethgistvo professors
to 6control 6 my reading | ists. And they, o f
do?

The whole process, though, was pointless. One of the websites | had on my reading
lists was that of the Federation of American ScientiB&S) i and this has the most
complete wekbased version of th&l Qaeda Training Manuabn it!

The décontrol & mechanisms did not stop with
intercepted by the university, including highly sensitive emails | waslisg to a
Metropolitan Police Special Branch offic&F. The university had no right to intercept
them and to then hold them on file. Other emails of mine, as | say, and in the absence of
any Fol request, came to be handed over by members of the unihesinchy to third
parties who then used such emails against me. This was illegal. And |, along with others
in the School of Politics, came to be accu
progress t'dWhnaotr méan d rt nyadl. i t y 6 madeoctedr;ebdt mhybek e wa s
Winston Smith might have some idea.

At this point it seems apposite to record just what can go on in a departsueht as
Nottinghamdés Scthatissd dividdd. TReeelaie,tfar seseral members of
staff, big issue at stake here; and, as such, the degree of antipathy in this School was,
and still is, quite profound. There is genuine bitterness. The Head of School, Professor
Heywood, had, indeed, told his staff in an%tlhool email that, during the whole post
arrests fallo u t the behaviour of 6a number of col
honesty and integrityd andThdacteohsugpdrtingd | e s ho
student who had been treated badly both by the university and by his own Schodl, and o
objecting to the introduction of a process
behaviour t hat was olittle short of di sgr a
Professor Heywood had made it clear that he was not referring to me in Ussitamts.

168 Email of Professor Heywood to Professor [name removed] 18 September 2008.

169I hadoneemailthat| hadsentto Metropolitan Police SpecialBranchreleasedo measpartof anFol
trawl. It wasbeingheldby the Registraés Departmenit

170Quotation from School Review Document of School of Politics, February 2010.

171 ProfessoPaulHeywood from notestakenfrom authofs seconddisciplinaryhearing(6 November
2009)andfrom email of ProfessoHeywoodto GAll Staffoon 18 June2009at16.31.
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O6Nob6, he said 6he was referring to this dénu
have asked Professor Heywood what wexactly 6
done that was both &élittle shorhonestyfanddi sgr ac
integrityo. He has et to provide any answer
I n the School we were to be hel ped, t houg
introduction of a new Code of Professional Practice for Staff introduced by Professor

Heywood. This,amongt her sti pul ations, warned wus that

create a right to give voice to topics or opinions outside of appropriate academic subject

ma t t'&What this strange statement actually meant was also not very clear, but | did
appreciate thatt contained a certain irony. The arrests on campus had come about
because two men, a Registrar (with his PhD in English Language) and a Professor of
Romance Literature and Literary Theory, had
their 6dapmadepr icatserbj ect matterd.

Our new Code of Conduct was, however, in the end not adopted.

As a footnote here, all of the angst and antipathy that was being generated in the
University of Nottingham and beyond could certainly have been ametordteot
avoided outright, if laiedown guidelines and regulations had been followed. The
evidence is all there: from the university ignoring BIS guidelines for dealing with

incidents of Odédextremist | iteraturlofiticcon camp:
ignoring international, national, university and its own departmental guidelines in its use
of 6ethics committeeso. l gnoring guidelines

were designed to smooth over. And when universdstart igroring guidelines then
they are well on the way to becoming laws unto themselves.

Sabirdés university warning | etter

A few weeks after his release, and as he continued with his MA studies, Sabir was asked

to come to see the Registrar and the Head of Sgc@abir assumed that he was to

receive an apology from the university after his ordeal. Indeed, the Registrar later wrote

to the President of the Islamic Society on campus to assure him that he had wanted to see
Sabir to check howewhelde h¥isthwatRiegn sbacdr d@af m
with Sabir, however, when it eventually took place on 15 July 2008, was not about his

owel fared at all . It was to warn him about |
by the Registrar, nor in thopeepared by the Head of Security, prior to this meeting with
Sabir is any allusion made to the word Owe

another set of preparatory crib notes made by the Registrar the purpose of the meeting
was made abundantly ele The very first line of these notes says that he will talk:

172Whenl askedthis questionof him in adisciplinaryhearing the presidingdudged ProfessoSarah

O®ara intervenedo protectProfessoHeywoodfrom my guestoningwhenshesaidthat Professor
Heywoodcould not saywho thesestaff membersverebecausde was quote notatliberty to answerthat
questionbecausét would be a betrayalof confidentialityp SoProfessoHeywoodcould defamehis staff

but not saywho he meant

173 Schoolof PoliticsandInternationalRelations University of Nottingham Codleof ProfessionaPractice

for Staffo May 2009.

174(’13riefinq Notefor Vice-Chancellorfor meetingwith Presidentf Islamic Society 2 Septembe 0 0 8 6 .
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6About iihogeicodterngaput ati onal™amd mawmfdt td melhol e

has caused a great deal of wdP3othkemeetingert ai n
wasreallytotelSabi r about hisberavioarthaddreught absut i terms of
the universityds Oreputationo, 6staff ti med

the Registrar told Sabir:

[His arrest] caused a huge amount of significant and franklyeloame
effort and attention and work for a lot of people in this institution which

we could all have bloody well done with:
things to dd-’’
Moreover, the Registrar and the Heady of SeclL

problem they had with his behaviour. The Registrar told him:

You have breached the code [of student discipline] in relation to the
communication of this document éwhi ch was
which shoul dnot have beewmal éanytehipnogs sess
that is illegal or regarded as illegal you should not transmit over the

[university IT] network.

And he was, remember, transmitting two academic articles and a library book.
At this juncture it may be wise to take a step back and tohgeds clear. Sabir had
been subject to an ordeal that was entirely
hierarchy. It wagheir 6 | u d g e mthairtladk ofaanridk assessment that had brought
about not only his arrest, but also the fact that &g mow being randomly stopped by the
police and facing the consequences of being advertised by the Home Office as someone

involved in a 6émajor | slamist ploté. And ye
Security, it was Sabir that was to blame? Abg way of confirmation of this, the

Registrar, in a subsequent |l etter of warnin
was you who had sen'f® the illegal document éd

Another interesting facet of this meeting was Head of Security Gary Sevehsa ¢ k o f
clarity as to why Sabir had been arrested. It will be remembered that the university line
was that he had been arrested for 0i mpedin

meeting Sabir put it to Mr Stmversitypisjthath at : ot t
was i mpeding police enquirieso. Mr Stevens
interpreted it as that, thatds up to them,
reasondo. Sabir t hen r eplrrestadl ,for ilmfiedirig paicen y ou

enquiries?6 Stevens:

No, because we donot know the answer t o
to that?...I think [the fact that the university was saying that Sabir was

175 FromundatedhotesentitleddRS meetingdmadeby Registramprior to meetingwith RizwaanSabiron 15

July2008.
176Reqistrar/Head of Security: 6Points to be covered w

177 Transcript of meeting, 15 July 2008
178 Letterof Registrarto RizwaanSabirentitlieddMeetingon 15th July2 0 0 @&afied4 August2008.
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impeding enquiries] is down to the fact that we got the isgom from
the policeéthat you were obstructing or i
sure, but thatés the imptYession we got, r

So Mr Stevens, the man who had talked to the police and who was passing all the
information on to senior umier si ty staff, merely had t he
wronglyo6 that Sabir had been arrested for 0i
certain. And yet he had told the university hierarchy in both the Security Report and the
Briefing Note that Sabihad been arrested for impeding enquiries. This then came to be
taken as ofact 6, a n d antorthodbxg thgt @omntihuedoafl thetwlaye o r t h «
up to the level of the Home Office and the BIS. But it was not true.
This interview also throwsip another interesting angle. Mr Stevens had sard
regard to theAl Qaeda Training Manuathat Sabir had sent via the university email
system- 6 You maintain that as far as you were
document. As it turns out, the ade e from the pol'Buthis s that
contradicts the policedsi they helditlmnit wasnthet hei r |
universityt hat was giving them the dédadviced on it.
The | etter odSahrthat folRwed thes 15 duly méeting tdated 4 August
2008) was by way of a summary of what had gone on. This letter stated that he, the

Registrar, had O6been informed by the Police
this type of material it he UKOG. He wa Al Qaedaf Teamingi Maigualt o t he
Twice more in this |l etter the Registrar re:

included a distasteful link between what Sabir had done and the downloading of child
pornographyi both, t e Registrar s4iTthj s wegeatsindg egél o
downloading of something he could have obtained in exactly the same form from his own

library with child pornography was a common tactic used by senior management and by

those who spoke in thairmme'®? But even if, for the sake of argument, one accepted that

Sabirhadd ownl oaded O6terrorist material so, any s
that there is absolutely no link between the two issues. Accessing child pornography is

illegal. That isa fact. Underage children are involved, they should not be, and anyone

who accesses such material becomes party to their abuse and thus commits a crime.
Accessing terrorist materials, on the other hand and as the Lord Chief Justice (and the
university itsé f ! ) had made cl ear, is not Oillegal 6.
used to assist in terrorism acts; as would also be the case with the likes of a map of the
Underground or a guide to London. Child pornography is in no way benign. There is
absoltely no legal or moral equivalence to be made between child pornography and

Oterrorist materi al so. of al |l the tactics
179Transcript of Rizwaan Sabirés interview with Regist
180Transcript of Rizwaan Sabirds interview with Regist

181@ TheReqistrarwrote, Yoé will recallthatat this point| usedananalogyregardingthe useof child

pornographwhichis alsoavailable ontheinternetbutis still neverthelesglegal6 .

182 See, for instance, comment senTtdE by Dr Sean Matthews, 28 June 2009. Taken from Teaching

about Terrorism website. Entry of 15 July 2009, ONot't
inciteM o | e n Gtg.dwivw.teachingterrorisnmet2009/07/15Mottinghamreadinglists-inspecteefor-
capacityto-incite-violence
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supporters in defending the institution and in blaming Sabir | found this one to be quite
themost malevolent. It was, and | use this word again, unconscionable.

When | saw this letter, | also knew that the Registrar could not have been telling the
truth. He could not have been informed by the police thafAltli@gaeda Training Manual
was!l e&gdl 6. The police, remember, had al ways
universitythat was statingthatwas ( mer el y) o6 not hhdghgughti mat e 6.
it was O0ill egalthisnfadrerSaldi ri n6ttch ep dskakenstsh en t h
some action against both him and Yezza; the)
agai n, and despite saying that &édno judgemen
again making an independent judgement, while once more sourcing that judgement
elsewhere.

But what seems strange here is that Gary Stevens, the Head of Security, s an ex
police officer. So he would have known that only a court of law could decide whether

anything was Oillegal 6 or not. t®WattheAso why ¢
Qaeda Training Manuavas O0i |l Il egal 6? And how can he thir
a US Department of Justice website can be, i
The <content of this letter caused some di

communty, notably when it was referred to in a meeting on campus where both Sabir
and Yezza spoke, and at which | was present. The point was raised in questions as to why
a Muslim student at the University of Nottingham (Sabir) was being told (by the police as
the audience all assumed) that it was 6ill eg:
his research, while otherd w h i- stugléhts at other universities (notably Oxford) could
have free access to it. (TA& Qaeda Training Manuadctuallywaslisted on reading lists
at Oxford.) It all seemed to the audience to be a case of rank discrimination. The
Registraro6s |l etter, to coin a phrase, had 6u
This sense of anti pat-hgo aht osityireFébwiam v er a s |
2009. This was in protest at the situation then prevailing in Gaza. This protest was much
more problematic than it would otherwise have been, in my belief, without the
Registrarodos | etter . -nbaunwersieaal aceossshe coungys of s
at the same time, but it was the one at the University of Nottingham, however, which
went on for the longest, and which was the only one to end with the police being called
in.
A final point should be made about somethingt thappened in the meeting between
Sabir, the Registrar and the Head of Security. Gary Stevens pointed out that when Sabir
had sent the email to Yezzavith the three original and offending documents attached
he had added a suspibdirouass kéecdo nmwniei ncthdé .6 cVdhnmerme nS
was told that it was the ph'?abe: w66dodbltath
was taken by Mr Stpevakms tam db e odnkihltoavd ipgtoof t
0l sl ami std no goo d.notdstem t& knewtantise,vastt najoriy ot , d
mal e Musl i ms, when communicating with each o

A view on Muslim protests
The nature of such incidents must also be viewed against a background where the senior
management of theniversity of Nottingham is perceived as not having a good overall

183 Transcript of 15 July 2008 meeting.
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relationship with its community of Muslim students. It is fair, | think, to say that the
University of Nottingham is one of the more rigiftcentre universities in the UK. | have

no partcular qualms about this so long as the university remains equitable. This, though,

in one particular way it has not. This relates to an invitation which had another
deleterious effect on the relationship between the university hierarchy and the Muslim
stucents. It came in November 2009 when the Israeli ambassador was invited to speak in
the universitybés Great Hall. This was at a
could not visit the UK for fear of arrest on wanimes charges. Given what had paped

the previous year with the arrests or Sabir and Yezza on campus, this invite came across

as something of a slap in the face to the Muslim community. The inevitable protests by

| sl amic groups and their suppor itemeastaon t he
substantial police presence on campus along with a police helicopter constantly buzzing

overheadi t s searchlight beam dancing over those
har mony of campus©é. |l know, itatchetimee | was tr
It would have been O6equitabled i f this iny

university had been matched by a similar one to an Arab ambagstdar the likes of
Jordan, a country wetlisposed towards the UK. This was notthicoming. It appeared
as if the university was ptisrael. In inviting only the Israeli ambassador it was making a
political statement.

| also came across a university document released under Fol that was blandly entitled,
6Events o%l h&lmmpdisadfirst glance and only many months later took a
second | ook. It was <clear that all/l the Oeve
(i.e. looking back at 2008), and dating from the beginning of 2008 to its end, were in
relation to protes s |, film showings, seminar s, stalll :
presentations that related to éMansrdammom i ssue
prisoners, etc. The only seemingly Alglu s | i m éevent d on this |is
protest that had le@ against the arms trade. But even this, though, as | discovered, had
connections to Muslim sentimelff Why the University of Nottingham would prepare
such a list of activities that involvgdst one particular religious group and yet give it
this blandtitte -6 Ev e nt s o hhave aondeas s 6

Al so disquieting in regard to the monitor
University of Nottinghambés sec-strongseguritgt af f ar
team is from an ethnic minorityand this despite the fact that the city of Nottingham is
approximately 18 per cent navhite!®® I, of course, cast no aspertions here on the
uni ver si ty & but agait it doestnot look goad. f

| did find this overall attitude of theurevr si ty t owards one partic
take. In my teaching about Islamist issues; about the-Kraleli situation; about India
Pakistan, and about the splits between Hindu/Muslim, Sunni/Shia, Salafi/Sufi,

184 &Eventson campu$ Singlesheetrecallingl16 meetingforotestduring 2008which involved Muslim

groupsor their supporters
185 0ne department in the university is involved in the development of drone aircraft for BAE Systems.
BAE Systems helps Israeli manufacturers to produce drones. Israeli drones weretlsdslaina

conflagration in February 2009. Moreover, one of | sre
vehicles. Russia recently signed a $600 million contract for the delivery of Israeli drones. Some elements in
the University of Nottinghamareont pl eased by the wuniversityds | ink to

186 Frominformationreleasedy University of Nottinghamatfter Fol requestApril 2011.
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Deobandi/Barelvi, etc, etc, | always tryryenard to present both sides of the argument

and to keep strictly neutral. Even then, however, tempers can flare in the classroom
during student di scussions of such i1 ssues ¢
words. But what is the point of anyclerer trying to maintain neutrality and balance in

his/her teaching if the university itself shows no such care? In the School of Politics we

were once, as | say, asked to adhere to a Code of Professional Practice for Staff. One of

the stipulations in tlsiwas the following:

Courses and modules may properly include controversial matters so long
as academic staff teach them in a fair and balanced way, and set forth
fairly without suppression or innuendo, the divergent opinions of other
scholars.

First of all, this would seem a bizarre ordinance to set up at a university. Surely this

should be left to any |l ecturerb6s common sens
Hol ocaustdéd, should the 6divergent ealpgd ni ons®b
t hat one is oOfair and balancedd? And woul d

genocide? But if this was to be the way in which the university wanted its courses taught,

why then could this same wuniversimusos hi er e

invitations to speakers and in its preparat.
My job in teaching terrorism courses is difficult enough without my doing so against

the background of my own university hierarchy taking a stance that fawmes

particular O6si deod. | msdmegarde, operating in the wigeesitys t o b

this is one whereby any activity that is seen asNbuslim automatically comes to be

seen by management as éémitic. This does make students and staff dtifgham

wary of adopting any prMuslim stance. For example, the university somehow turned

the O6silent marchdé (protesting about restri

on campus in the wake of the arrests into something that could have eedjined

Semitism. As the Security Report relates, this march had elicited a reaction:

The Jewish Society appear to have used the opportunity of publicising
their view that antSemitism is in the increase and this has been further
exacerbated by a statent in the House of Lords by [name reacted] who
specifically named the University of Nottinghaff.

No evidence is provided, t hough, as to what
idea who this member of the House of Lords was. But the whole ideantyrate on that
silent march could have been encouraging-8athnitism is again just bizarre. But being
tainted thus seems to be the danger an activist runs at the University of Nottingham.
No-one, though, can ever accuse me of being partial ingbect. And again, | wish
to establish mypone fidesn writing this article. | have previously made complaints about
activities (not at the University of Nottingham), which | took to be-&etmitic in nature.
My letters of protest on this matter, incladione to the Simon Wiesenthal Centre in
Amsterdam, are a matter of record. | take it upon myself to protest against all iniquitous

187(')Security Report 6, p.15
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and reprehensible behaviour, no matter on which side of the Jewish/Muslim fence the
perpetrators lie.

Taking action againstthe Registrar

I had become deeply concerned by the Regi st
tudent . It bears repeating that the Regi st
prohibitiond on accessisneg otferrreosre asrtc hmba.t eHe &
told me that Sabir was oOarrested not for toh
his connection with the originator of the concern, a member of staff in Modern
Languages [®iHee.haYdezalag @ . sldthedd Qaéda Araising mat er i 2
Manual i s of a nature which [is] Wsdwynsi bl e i
now, weeks after the arrests and in this letter to Sabir, was the Registrar telling him that

the Al Qaeda Training Manualva s 6 i'%° Oneegneoterie have the question as to

why he was saying one thing in public, while behind the scenes he was expressing a quite
contrary view. And crucially in his use of the second persatie Registrar was making

it clear that this docfumenabmustt oo nploys shees sa i
been informed by the police that it was illefla youto possess this type of material in

S
A

t he UK®G. But wh at was it about this young
verdict?

And the police, of coues did not say thé\l Qaeda Training Manuavas oOi | | egal 6
They had wused, I n their not i-ane w0t theowor8abi r , t
0i | | -eagdathe§ had only used the former phrase because they had been taking
university-i . e. Qadvicper t 0

| then wrote to the abovementioned Metropolitan Police Special Branch officer to
protest aboutoice diwordR Blggarranged @ méeswittcnie. This meeting
took place on 24 May 2009 at North Queen Street police station in Nottingham. Also
present were the head of Nottinghamshire Constabulary Special Branch and an officer
from WMPCTU. These three officerconfirmed that no police officer would have told

the Registrar that thAl Qaeda Training Manuava s oO0i | | egal 6. They sai
was wrong to say what he digf
I now asked for an internal uni vemlbsity inv

thought that he was misrepresenting the police and that he was using threatening and
harassing behaviour against my student by using such a falsehood.

Since any disciplinary investigation involving a university employee would normally
beconductd by the Registrar himself, this case \
Financial Officer (CFO), Mr Chris Thompsoin himself a member of Management
Board. The report he produced, and which took six months to complete, exonerated the
Registrar. It dil state, though, that there wasevidence of any police officer telling the

188 Email to authorfrom Dr PaulGreatrix(Registray dated24 June2008at 11.45.

189 Email from Dr PaulGreatrix(Registray to (nameredacted of 27 May 2008at 13.14.

190 Thisideathatis wasthe golice view thatit wasillegal for him [Sabir] to bein possessionf the Al
Qaedarraining Manuabis a phrasealsousedin a Briefing Notefor Vice-Chancellorfor meetingwith
Presidenbdf Islamic Society 2 SeptembeR 0 0 8 6 .

191 Meeting with the Head of Nottinghamshire Constabulary Special Branch, a representative from
WMPCTU and a representa#i from Metropolitan Police Special Branch at North Church Street Police
Station, Nottingham, 24 May 2009.
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saying he received this i nformation from a

admitting that he did not hear it from tpelice. So,quod erat demonstrandyrhe was
lying to Sabir.
Secondl vy, if this o6reliable sourced had sa
made all his many previous public statements about this very same document being free
to use as a search source by all and sundrincluding, one presumes, Sabir? Moreover,
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was hoisting himself on his own petard.
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dated11 November2009.The coveringnotewhensentto authoris dated23 Decembe009
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195 Ibid.

196 Ibid.

197 Email to author4 July2008at 15.54.
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in senior management seemed to appreciate this obvious logic. This may have been
because senior management ds orthodoxy did n
characteristics.

There are certainlp t her i ssues here. Was tlrilys O6r el i :
6ill egal 6 f or AbQdedarTraibing Manod e wiile theRiegsstrar
mi ght have a o6reliable sourcebod, he had been

within and outs de t he wuniversity testifAtQaeda t o t he
Training Manual 7 including from myself, the only expert on terrorism in the

university’?®So i f the universityés only expert on
sour ceobhe apnod iicfe tare not the O6reliable sourc
was so Oreliabledé? And, curiously, and agai:

by the CFO6s representative the Registrar
somethinghat they clearly could not have. The Registrar states, in relation to the version
of the Al Qaeda Training Manuavhi ch Sabir had downl oaded, t
was the most serious form of the AQTMO. Th
anybodyhadeverchecked then they would have known that it wasthe most serious
form. And, of cour se, AtQneda Draming Manuwmastheo us f or |
one actually available #rom the universityos
In another aside here, the tes for this interview, released under Fol, are, in
contravention of the legislation, 60 per cent redacted. The names, though, and most
remarkably, of Special Branch and courterorist police officers are actually left
unredacted and open for all to dé&3*
The CFOO6s final pronouncement i n his repol
supplied to me by [redacted] | do believe that [redacttedt presumably the Registrar]
made the statements that he made in his letter of 4 August 2008 [to Sauiddirfaith,
on the basis of advice and guidance that he had received, and as such, was not guilty of
ma | pr &°¢Rutil find id hard to believe that the Registrar of a leading UK university
T a man in such a position of responsibilitgan make allegains of criminal behaviour

against a completely innocent student and vy
This still, t hough, |l eaves the central gues
about what the police said and did notsByg cause the CFOO6s report
the Registrar had lied. And misrepresenting the police is a ¢rimé i s , in fact,

This is why we have signs everywhere that s
The former is legal, while thitter - if put up by anyone outside the police forces

il legal. The Registrar broke the |l aw; this i

19 Eour lecturers (in emails) within the university, all acting independently of each otdeanhdedthe

Registratrto tell him, postarreststhatthe Al QaedaTraining Manualwasfreely available legitimate
researchmaterial(emailsreleasedinderFol): Dr Alf Nilsen Dr Vaness&upavacDr MatthewRendall

andDr Maria Ryan Theemailsin questioncanbe produced

200\ otesfrom interviewwith CFOfs representative?7 October2009.

20l he university, ints emails released under Fol and DPA, redacted the names of a good proportion of its
senior managers and academics. Some emails even have the sender, the recipient, and the date and time that
it was sent redacted! Thus the message contained within sudk iBnséngularly uninformative in terms of

6i nformationd.

2021 h g CFO, ONotes of a mwethnhegdwyth Deeemberdadcodd]
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moreover, not a victimless crime. The welfare of an innocent student lay at the heart of
this activity bythe Registrar.
The CFOOG6s report once more undermines the

was made by uso. The university was here ad
6judgement 6 via the Oreliabl e aysgthat the 6 . Mo r
Registrar was basically admitting that he had not told Sabir the truth then why did the

university apply no censure? After all, the
highly responsible role regarding the reputation and runnirffig o ur University
Registrar i's the indivi dua-lstafframd gtugenssi bl e f o

discipline within the university; and yet he appears to be above the law himself. This
seems peculiar.

The CFO6s report ve@t sViceGhancellar, Ptofessot Dawid cur r
Greenaway. This report provided proof to the Miieancellor that the Registrar had
been untruthful towards a student in his university and had misrepresented the police. So
why did the ViceChancellor, Professor Davi@reenaway, take no action against him?

And does anyone really think that if the student facing the Registrar and the Head of
Security in the above meeting had been, t o
bl onde6é, that thgreaeswoofdthavewobdenbi bl egal 07

On another issue
The CFOO0s report was dated as being finishe
my pigeonhole, though, until the late afternoon of 23 December (with a covering letter
so dated), just Bere the Christmas break. Where had it been? This, though, was a
common O6psychol ogi cal w & to fierbadhews @ sameone at t h.
just before a holiday or a weekend. All of the letters that warned me of upcoming
disciplinary action mdengs were placed in my pigedwle last thing on a Friday
afternoon. | also received one on the day before Good Friday, 2011.

And perhaps it is also worthwhile adding another piece of context here. It would
appear that the Registrar (PhD in Englishnguage) had a somewhat antagonistic
attitude to students in general. He made this very clear in an article he wrote in March
2011 forTheGuardann ews paper 6 s OHi gher Education Net w
was expressing concern about the demandeemily being placed on universities by
students in |ight -astohbemeéemsd emsehnngl i6tsyuden
final paragraph verbatim, including its optional use of the question mark:

Finall vy, shoul dnot we t§ tha thingb are, honest an
sometimes, sadly, just a bit crap [sic]. Part of the learning process is that

they just need to accept it, by all means grumble a bit, and then move on?
203

[sic]
Was this the attitude taken towéarder Ri pwabnt
crapbéb, he should just stop 6égrumblingé, dbédacc
Vpaul G iUeiveersty isné justadusiness andthe studentisnd alwaysrighté guardian.co.uk

higher education networlathttp://www.guardianco.uk/highereducationnetworkblog accessed 16 March
2011.
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Legal assistance on Management Board

One of the problems with the reaction of the hierarchy of the University of Nottingham to

the arrests on campus was that the legaice they were receiving was, in several cases,

wrong. Where this legal advice was coming from is, as | say, not known; but at least

some | egal Oassistanced was being supplied &b
May 2008, a week after Sabir and Yazzad been released with no charges (although

with Yezza still facing investigation for visalated offences)a professor from the

School of Law andalso a member of Management Board, Professor Diane Birch, was

stil |l referring to t h daoltheyrhaddeen released Withaaits t h e
charge, so it seems quite wrong to stil]l be
also asksy het ori cal l vy, whet her Sabirdéds sending o
was ©O6an OK thing to do, not at al | covert,
Di sgraceful 6. While it may have been technic
doaments- two articles and a smallboekh ar dl'y ranks as behaviour
suspiciono. And suspicion of what? Professol

personal missive to a friend; she is writing to, among others, theGleacellor(Sir
Colin Campbell), the future Vie€hancellor (Professor David Greenaway), the Registrar
(Dr Paul Greatrix), the Head of Human Resources (Jaspal Kaur) and the Deputy Head of
Security (Stuart Croy3®*She al so uses the wor demabtdo shonest
much the same personnel . I n this emai/l she
i mpede t he ?PBuy assve kngwa $abiohadtaken absolutely no steps at all
to impede the investigation. He had, after all, no idea that thasean investigation
how could he? before his arrest. And, certainly, the university lecturer with him that day
in the corridor outside Yezzabds office had n
The use of such languagé suspect sé, O6di shon-dwsuchan 6di sgr
influential figure as this professor of law could be regarded as grossly unprofessional. As
the only law professor on Management Board she had a very responsible position. But
she was involved here in unsubstantiated conjecture that flew in dbeofaher legal
obligation, on several levels, to provide a duty of care.
She had <clearly adopted the wuniversityos
downloaded and the one on Amazon were somehow different. On 4 July 2008 she

emailed the Registraro say, Ol think Sabir and Yezza ha
the fAAmazond defence for so F[Powel thsisat ever
because itvast r u e ! But where does Professor Birchos

from? How hadshe developed this orthodoxy?

On 8 July 2008, and as the university was considering sending out another of its
defensive portal messages (i.e. the aforementioned one of 9 July), Professor Birch is
emailing once mor e t oirdnthi¥ezzh areedraingadassuranae s ay t
from our silence to put forward views based on a distortion of the facts. All we have done

204Email dated 26 May 2008 from Professor Diane Birch to Sir Colin Campbell-Gheamcellor), Dr

Paul Greatrix (Registrar), Jonathan Ray (Communications Director), Professor David Greengywdy, Jas
Kaur (Head of HR) and Professor Chris Rudd

205 Email dated27 May 2008at 14.11from ProfessoDianeBirch to JonatharRay, ProfessoiDavid
GreenawayDr PaulGreatrix(Registar), Sir Colin Campbell(Vice-Chancelloy andothers

206Email of Professor Diane Birch to Retyar, Paul Greatrix on 4 July 2008 at 13.39.
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in terms of making statements (quite rightly is to state the facts as we know them to

b e®® This was hollow, too. Professor Bh, herself, and at the very least, was aware

that the decision to call I n the police in t
that no risk assessment had been conducted; and yet she had been party to portal
messages that stated otherwiSelhe day after she sent this email (i.e. 9 July), a number

of o6factsd were Oput forwardd by Management
university portal. These themselves, as has been pointed out, would appear to have been

acts of, to use ProfessBri r c h6s word, o&édi shonestyo.

And this attitude of Professor Birch is important. She is not only the one member of
Management Board qualified to speak on legal matters, but she also comes to assume a
centr al rol e i n ©6as s iorsacademg® mentibned earlien Drpar t i c
Macdonald Daly and Dr Sean Matthews. The involvement of these two in the whole
affair is, at the very least, interesting.

Dr Macdonald Daly and Dr Sean Matthews

Dr Daly from the School of Modern Languages and Dr Matthé&om the School of

English Studies are key players. | have never met them. Despite being, at the time of the
arrests, representatives of the academicso6 u
- with Dr Daly being its head at Nottinghanthey almst immediately resigned their

UCU posts after the arrests and began to take a very proactive and supportive line in
terms of backing the wuniversityds senior ma
producing their many letters, articles and, mostiigtta booklet, the two made no secret

of the help they received from the universi

said 6to discuss the issues with University
[post arrests], and had found them to l&tegforthcoming with information, of which

they had a good deal 6. |l ndeed, they go on,
i nformati onéwe were never denied itéo. But ,

over such information by senior universitaff was against the law. Among the material
given to these two was my own email to the Registrar that | refer to &lfovke
aut hor s, in the booklet they wrote, descri be
they said, 60a c opeg [i.eo iy eRalldwe Tdeaivednittwadhm@slay | et t
(from a shee’PThativasRieegfihint r ar ) 6 .

In fact, Daly and Matthews were also being supplied with information unasked. There
i's emai l evidence showi ng t msaabirectorhJenatbami ver si f
Ray, was keeping them abreast of eventsaws the arrestsProfessor Birch, the

207 . . . . 3
In typical groupthink behaviour it is common to us# overusep hr ases such as, 06¢
the word d6daccurateb6, it was seemingly adnaheit ed a
descriptions of the wuniversityés actions.

208 Email of ProfessoiDianeBirch to Sir Colin Campbell Dr PaulGreatrix(Registra), ProfessoDavid
GreenawaycurrentVice-Chancello}, Professolan Dodson ProfessoChris Rudd ProfessolChristine

Ennew David Riley, ChrisThompsonCFQ).

209 professor Birch and other senior staff had, for instance, been emailed to be told this very fact by the
Head of Security on 22 May.

210 Macdonald Daly and Sean Matthewsademic Freedom and the University of Nottingham

(Nottingham: Bramcote Press, 2009), p.35, p.36.

“11bid, p.36
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professor of |l aw, also kept in touch with Da
whol e approach to putti ngilsinadeavalable betweel f or wa
these three (Birch, Matthews and Daly) have been mostly very heavily and sometimes

even completely redactétf This is, again, in contravention of Fol legislation.

It is only fair to point out, though, that while they do sbabout the help they
received from senior management, Daly and M
letter the two sent to tHdottingham Evening Posth ey st at ed t hat O6anyon
on campus will know that we are not in the pockets of manageft*d would seem,
though, given the degree of contact that the two had with senior managanetuding
personal email contact with the Registrahat their denials are hard to accept at face
value.

As | and others began to raise more andemssues concerning the arrests, and as the
university became more and more defensive, Daly and Matthews increased their profile
and even began to liaise with six members of staff in my own School of Politics,
including its Head and Deputy Head. The vitigiiwe nature of their campaign against
both myself and Rizwaan Sabir can be judged by the fact that Dr Matthews, in emails to
both the leadership of my own School and to senior managenmecitiding Professor
Birch and the Communications Directorefes t o me variously as a 6
6Billybob MadDogé [you see what hTofedi d t her
comfortable in using such language to senior figures in the university would appear to
imply an undue degree of familiarity on the paft Dr Matthews. The use of such
| anguage, at the very | east, contravenes th
computing facilities. It is defamatory. But not one of these senior ranks, though, thought
it necessary to censure Dr Matthews orealskim to moderate his language. Why?

Given the zerssum nature of the role Drs Daly and Matthews adopted as defenders of
senior management, the missives they sent out to various publications had, of necessity,
to include criticisms of both Sabir antkzza and of those members of the School of
Politics (and others) who had come out in support of them. In one letter sent to both the
THE and theEducation GuardianDaly and Matthews accused me and my colleagues of
engaging in Oirriecpamadgi bhet hiopplortondsestt 6.
6veracity and honestyd, they &dfouhdthimtmd was ¢
be a tad ironic coming from these two supporters of a senior management which had
already displayed its limpékead her ence to the o6truth©o. One n
even removed by th&HE from its website on the grounds that it was deemed to be

offensive?!® His comments constituted, said thelE, 6éabusi ve and personae

212It is also obvious when emails have not been released when those that have been released refer to
previous, unknown, correspondence.

BMichael Greenwel | , 0 MNetiingham EvenmgHn#l Jusep2809,kp41. sc hi s mo ,
214y SeanMatthewsrefersto measdRoddersgiMad Dogd andlaterasjust iMad Dogd in anemail of 27

June2008at 10.45to ProfessoDianeBirch, Dr MacdonaldDaly andJonatharRay (Communications

Directon; as@illybob MadDogbin anemailto JonatharRayof 27 June2008at 15.36.

215 Comment toT’HE website, 2 June 2008.

The removal of this comment of Dr TBEbY Rrdfessorwas quer i e
Steven Fielding, Sdol of Politics, of 26 June 2009. Taken from Teaching about Terrorism website. Entry
of 15 July 2009, O6Nottingham: fAReading |ists inspecte

http://www.teachingterrorisnmet2009/07/15hottinghamreadinglists-inspecteefor-capacityto-incite-
violence
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on an i AdThe cothmumitaéns of these two were also being backed by
supportive letters sent by members of my own School of Politics. They would join in
with messages of their own to tA&lE critical of both myself and of other members of
staff at the universit§'®

A number ofthe uncorroborated accusations made by Daly and Matthews were quite
astonishing. Matthews, for instance, wrote to ff¢E on 22 July 2008 saying that
Hicham Yezza had:

aroused concern not only by downl oading
pattern of behaviauthat has, inter alia, led to him being now bailed to

face charges for Immigration offences, the courts having decided that

there is a case to answer (he is innocent until proven guilty, but that the

courts and CPS should find a case to answer does, on&l whink,

suggest that the University may have been correct to call in the authorities

in the first placef™®

Firstly, Yezza did not o6édownl oad the materi e
had, of cour s e, call ed ipnl atcle® @ autrheolraittiioens
terrorism, not in relation to suspected visa irregularities. So for Matthews to say that the

university was O6correctd stretches credul it

6aroused concer nébyr 6a? pSautcpomntifgi- mdged wbukdh a v i o u

appear to i mply that hbadhoaadsis i tacheSabibthasmeakls 6 t o

all of the statements made by those members of university staff who were interviewed by

the police (and this can be checkeith WMPCTU). He states that rane in any way

describes Yezza as exhi b-onegivegtheampregsiantthtate r n o f

Yezza was in any way linked to any form of radicalism, let alone terrorism. Intiheed,

oppositeis stated the intervewees noted that he had specificaltyt done anything that

6aroused concernd. The only negative issue r

that Yezzads attenda’’ce at work was not ¢the
On 23 July 2008, in another message to ThiE, Mathewscontinues in the same

vein. He says that oO6the University managers
police were not simply doing so only on account of the infamous documents, but because
they had other, or f u rthe hrsubstant@tedcfiagpoingng.. Agai n,

What are these O6further concernsdéd? They are
the University was in part, in making its original risk assessment, mindful of the fact that

its efforts to get Mr Yezza properly teubstantiate his legal status had met with no
succ®E#8s16 we know that no o6érisk assessment?d
certainyneone i nvolved, | east of all the Registr

217 bid.

218 professor Steven Fielding in commenftdE of 26 June 2009 (three) and 29 June. Taken from

Teaching about Terrorism webs: tfeRe &Editrmgy loifstlss iJrud pye 2tC
capacity to i htg/weteaghingtdrrerianme#2008/07/1aidttinghamreadinglists-
inspecteefor-capacityto-incite-violence

219 comment to th@HE websik, 22 July 2008.

220 conversations with Sabir.

221 comment torTHE website, 23 July 2008.
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status to the police: the arrests were thsult of the documents being found, nothing

el se. There were no oO0further concernsao. Il nd
defensive move (because it should have been aware of his legal situation), stated that it
knew nothing of any issues reddtto his immigration statuS.o t her e i sto no O&éper

use Matthews insinuating wordabout it: the immigration issue had nothing to do with
the police being initially called in. This only came to light later on.

The booklet
Then, in early 2009, Dgland Matthews produced a bookieAcademic Freedom and
the University of Nottingharif® This was published by a press that was actually owned
by Dr Daly. It was possible to buAcademic Freedom and the University of Nottingham
from Amazon for £3.99. On theack cover of the work it states that copies could be sent
with free postage and packing 6to anywhere i
would, it is stated, go to a charft§?
Again, it is obvious that the two authors had received a gtead of help from
university management in gathering material for this work. Indeed, once more the authors
boast about receiving such help. And certainly no -pabtication moves were ever
made by the university to distance itself from its contents. dfy fhe opposite was the
case. A Ouniversity SNptnghans Fvenmng Posstated thiptu ot ed b
6the book is on sale and on promi ngnt di spl
Why advertise this fact unless the university supported ddyation? Copies were also
sent to journalists at thEHE (along with threats of legal action against them!) and were
made freely available in large numbers and distributed into staff piggles around the
university. The then Exams Officer in our SchodlPolitics distributed them into our
pigeorh o | e s . The bookletds veracity TWMEby al so ¢
t his same Ex ams Oof ficer. She call ed it 0a
ar r é33he dlso advised those who questioned th¢ @mt of Daly and Ma
work should oO6Try reading the bookd. Dr Mat h
wrote to a publisher to say the bookl et was
the casé?® Both, immediately after their comments, helpfyprovide a link where this
booklet could be found.
Daly and MadenmidhFeeadord and the University of Nottinghhowever,
has barely a grain of truth in it. It is basically a reinforcement of the position of university
management. Full gbious language and grandstanding rhetoric, its emphasis is on the
fact that o6academic freedomd does not extend
and Matthews were saying that both Sabir and Yezza had no right to be viewilg the
Qaeda TrainingManual-i t was only members of Othe acade
This sounds a little silly. If such a nuance does exist then does this mean that only
Omembers of the aAlQaata Tyning Maauailonh Amazon? i leat
only 6émembacsadeimydhcan get it out of the I ilt

222 Daly, MatthewsAcademic Freedom and the University of Nottingham.
223 |bid, back cover.

22Mi chael Greenwell, OLecturers s/l MotingsamEveermggues for A
Post DATE?

225 Letter of Dr Pauline Eadie fbHE 25 June 2009.
226 Email of Dr MathewHumphreyon 8 July 2009at 13.03.
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not have one set of statutes for 6-member s

member s6? For instance, the University of N
Computing Facilitis (the most draconian at any UK university) would need to be

changed. The section where its states that,
promote or displayémateri al that 1s |ikely t

have to be ltered to distinguish between students and acadéefrfiésademics can send
such material, one assumes, while 4agcademics can not. But then what makes a person
an Oacademicb6? Presumably, say, a student wt
for four years cannot have accessed material such asglti@eda Training Manual
(according to Daly and Matthewsd take on ac
passes their PhD viva they may think, 0Gr eat
alltheterror st stuff | could not | ook at before!od
has officially been awarded the PhD after a graduation ceremony? Or is it case that they
can only |l ook at the oOf or biaddh¢hib acadamiZe r i al i f
Then they would be O6properd academics. Woul c
so of universitypased academics who do not have a PhD? Can they access the likes of
the Al Qaeda Training Manuavi t hout a PhD? | coul dtogo on wi
short. And anyway, it can only happen in Nottingham World.

But even if O6bdacademic freedomé is supposed
the point at issue in this case. As has been stated, both Sabir and Yezza, like anyone in
the UK, havénhas the right to possess a library book or material from respected and
approved studesresource websites. And even if tAeQaeda Training Manuatould be

|l abell ed as O6terrorist materialsé, Sabir anc
- andas was proved by the Bradford Case and as was stated by the Lord Chief-Justice
still have the right to 6possessd it. So Da

write about an issue that simply did not apply in this é&5€his was never an issu
simply of academic freedoymt was always an issue @feedomper se: a freedom that
was being denied to Sabir and Yezza as individuals by the University of Nottingham.
Sabir and Yezza had a perfect right to have in their possession the materialsiamques
The booklet is, moreover, rather crude in the way that it attempts to denigrate several
individuals, most notable Sabir and Yezza. The implication made clear from the work is
t hat both are not as O0i nnocueqguivbcalas t hey <cl ai

The Nottingham arrestees engaged in activity falling within Subsection (2)

[ of the Terrorism Act 2006 in that the]é
contents of a terrori st publicationéanc
provided (or intended to pvale) a service to the student enabling him to

read the publication.

The reader seems to be | eft i n no doubt as t
with this statement is that thal Qaeda Training Manualw a s never a oOter
publ i c@EIl sewwher e Matt hews said t he t wo Owe

221 University of Nottingham Codleof Practicefor the Useof ComputingFacilitiesh SeptembeR009,p.2.
22806 Ne i Irlor dTewr in tatterso.
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d o ¢ u m& 1t wad only the university that had ever said this, not the police. The

second issue, and it bears repeatady nauseam i s t hat this wvery s
publ i catadstllég-awaasi | abl e, in its most compl ete
own | ibrary. And this Oterrori st publicatio
respectable presses in the UK and theiU&nd no't by any Oterroris
Yezza mostdci dedly did not bengage in activity
2006] 6.

The implications of giving the impression that the two were in some way guilty of
terroristrelated offences without the authors providing any praofd in what has tog)
given the help that senior management patently provided to the two authors, a university
approved publicationare quite obviou$®

And it i's not just Sabir and Yezzabds poss:«
supposedly creating the sudpn. In their booklet, the two authors repeat accusations
they had made earlier elsewhere. It is stated that the police were called in, not just
because of the documents found, but al so bec
and character oftheowor ker [ Yezza] 6. There i s mention
whose behaviour and state of*"Bojagah nbnedf al r e ao
these cavor ker s o f Yezzads make any mention of
6concer n b ceistatentemtse And thepRegistrar made it clear in his statement to
the police, which is repeated in the Security Report, that it was only the three documents
and the three documents alonthat had led to his calling in of the police; nothing else.
Daly and Matthews were very wrong to simply invent rationales for the police being
called in.

The two authors go on to say that the uniywv

Yezza, kept back certain i nfor maHiicohnamé&muc h
good faMedd. such o6informationd must also ha
as well because Sabir notes that none of those who made statements to the police include

any materi al t hat was damaging to fimezzadbds 6
this) *** Once more, the authors are making uncorroborated and defamatory insinuations.

But while no evidence is provided to back
6conduct 6, 6characterd or O6stat enceoiithemi nddé w
bookl et t hat Yezzabs of fice was i n 60t he

administrative building (situated above the office of the MGck a n ¢ &% And just 6 .
what is supposed to be inferred from such a geography lesson? That if a boroff went
this building then casualties, to include the V@eancellor, would be severe? Why else
make such a comment?

229 pr Sean Matthews in commentTtlE, 28 June 2009. Taken from Teaching about Terrorism website.

Entry of 15 July 2009, O6Nottingham: fAReading Ilists ir
http://www.teachingterrorisnmet2009/07/15hottinghamreadinglists-inspecteefor-capacityto-incite-

violence

230 Daly, MatthewsAcademt Freedom and the University of Nottinghgn®3.
231

Ibid, p.14 p.15.
232 |hid, p.36.

233 Conversations with Sabir.
234 Daly, Matthews Academic Freedom and the University of Nottinghpaia.

71


http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-violence
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/p-23-daly-matthews-pamplet.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/p-14-daly-matthews-pamplet.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/p-15-daly-matthews-pamplet.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.wordpress.com/wp-admin/media.php?attachment_id=468&action=edit
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The help the authors received from the university in writing this booklet is very clear
from the revel ati omndsetabdwst YMez zaades tpodrds o nfaolr
was excluded from [his PhD] courseéeaccordi ng
his funding body was not satisfiedéwith his
handing over such detaif§$? They also saytat 6seni or management é]
candi doé in handing over do8whyiidthey dofthis¥ e z z a 6
The authors say that senior management al s
with Hicham Yezza that outstanding fees frbim period as a doctoral student should be
deduct ed f r®Whyteressuch pets@nal financial details handed over? How
could the two authors have obtained such information? Yezza certainly did not tell them.
Information, say the two authors, ahdet it be repeated, was bei
manageidié¢mt @any O6senior management d did provi
relating to Yezza then it is clear that they were in breach of their own contracts.

| complained to the current Vigehancellor Professor David Greenaway about the
handing over of such information to Daly and Matthews, and about their making it public

S
o

in their bookl et. He said, however, ol am s
further investigation of this ent t*8 This | found this to be ironic since one of the

charges | had been found guilty of previous
personal detailsdé; including details which h

Daly and Matthews weralso given details about what had happened at a meeting of
University Senate on 11 June 2008, when the issue of the arrests on campus was
di scussed. The authors were not present, bu
Politicsédid nokfertha actiomsrofrhéslacademio colleagues to the
University Sen af’anyanereatliig this woukl ga2nr@@ inpression
that blame had been apportioned by Senate, and that it was those in the School of Politics
who wer e 0 geuprobldmyhére is Bat the stated Head of School (Professor
Simon Tormey at that time) denies making any formal apology and another member of
the School of Politics who was present denies hearing*amaly and Matthews fail to
provide a source for theinterpretation of what happened at this Senate meétihg
notes for whicH*have 6di sappearedd.

3% |hid., p.25.

238 |bid., p.36.
237 |bid., p.37.
238 \hid, p.25, p.37.
239 etter of ProfessoDavid Greenawayo author 25March2011
240, .
Ibid, p.34
241 regards to this whole situation, no stigma at all should be attached to Professor Tormey.

242 The minutesfor this meetingof Senatemeetingdo notrecordanyapology Theymerelystate underthe

titte Recenfpoliceinvestigatiod thatSenatediscussedhe recentpolice investigationon University Park
campusandENDORSED] siclactionstakenby the Universityin connectiorwith this investigatio® (p.5)

That is it. And it is Point 19 (out of 19) on the age
Nottingham for many years and it merits just 22 words in a Senate Minute. The building of a sculpture on

campus merited 73 words in this same minute! (p.3) That is the only mention of this incident. The notes

taken at the time for this Senate meeting have rem kept. Professor Tormey, now Head of Politics at the
University of Sydney, wrote to me: OAdAFoimumraan apol ogyo?-
expression of regret é that events seemed&moino have got
Tormey dated 15 June 2010.
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