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Abstract: In May 2008, on the campus of the University of Nottingham, two men of 

ethnic minority background - a student and an administrator - were arrested and held for 

six days under the Terrorism Act 2000. Their crime was to have in their possession three 

documents ï all of which were, in fact, available from their own universityôs library. The 

police had made their arrests based on erroneous evidence provided by two men: the 

Registrar of the University of Nottingham and an academic within the institution. 

Subsequently, despite being made aware of the mistakes it had made, the university not 

only refused to apologise to the two arrested men but it also began to resort to defensive 

measures that attempted to discredit the names both of the two accused and of innocent 

university employees. Untruth piled on untruth until a point was reached where the Home 

Office itself farcically came to advertise the case as óa major Islamist plotô. Many lessons 

can be learnt from what happened at the University of Nottingham. This incident is an 

indication of the way in which, in the United Kingdom of today, young Muslim men can 

become so easily tarred with the brush of being óterroristsô.
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And if all others accepted the lie which the Party imposed ï if all records told the 

same tale ï then the lie passed into history and became truth. 

                                                                                               George Orwell, 1984.
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Life is always simple for the prejudiced. Indeed, the very point about a pre-

judgement is that it is a conclusion reached before the complexity of the 

world is allowed to make any difference. The facts are forced to fit a pre-

formed picture. 

       

Giles Fraser, Canon Chancellor of St Paulôs Cathedral.
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This is not a normal academic article. It does not pretend to be anything other than a 

description of events. Nevertheless, I believe (and I apologise for the use of the first 

person, but it is unavoidable throughout) that this article is important. The story I relate 

here stems from the arrest of two men on suspicion of terrorist-related offences on the 

campus of the University of Nottingham in May 2008. Both were released without charge 

after six days. The events surrounding their arrest may be simply a story, but it is a 

salutary one: salutary for anyone involved in the teaching, researching or studying of 

terrorism or its related issues; salutary for anyone involved in the administration of 

universities or ministries of state; and salutary too for the police and security services.  

     In writing this article I may be accused of óbringing my university into disreputeô. My 

contract of employment warns me against this. I am, though, not bringing my university 

into disrepute; merely those who run it. There is a difference. As an alumnus myself of 

the University of Nottingham, I would heartily say that it is a very good university, all 

things considered. I even took a drop in rank and pay to come back to Nottingham as a 

lecturer in 2007 ï I had been a senior lecturer at Kingôs College London.  

     I must also establish my bone fides in writing this article. I am not a usual suspect in 

terms of being a órabble rouserô. I am not some shrill óleftyô activist. I am a lecturer in 

International Security and Terrorism, and I came late to academia having first spent nine 

years as an ordinary ósquaddieô in a British Army infantry regiment. During my service I 

spent three years in Northern Ireland in a counter-terrorism role. This included a six-

month period in a police station in West Belfast (Springfield Road) operating in an 

intelligence capacity. I was working there alongside members of the Royal Ulster 

Constabulary (as it was called then). I slept in the same dormitories as these policemen, 

ate in their canteen and was constantly in their company. The only time that I ever 

stepped out of this police station during this entire six months (bar five days leave) was to 

go out on patrol with these same policemen. Thus I got to know something about counter-

terrorism policing above and beyond what any soldier in Northern Ireland would 

naturally learn. Thus, in writing this article, I at least have some grasp of the issues 

involved.
4
 

                                                 
2
 George Orwell, 1984 (London: Penguin 2008), p.37. 

3
 Giles Fraser, óIslamophobia is the moral blind spot of todayôs Britainô, The Guardian, 22 January 2011, 

p.34.   
4
 I have also suffered the results of terrorism. I lost six friends to a bomb in 1988. I am no defender of 

terrorists. 
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     I left the army as a sergeant having once been awarded a Queenôs Gallantry Medal by 

the Queen herself. Again, decorated sergeants from British Army infantry regiments who 

have been involved at the coal-face of counter-terrorism do not normally make good 

órebelô material at universities. Nevertheless, I appear to be such a rebel. 

     I feel I have a duty to ówhistleblowô against the University of Nottingham. Senior 

personnel within this university engaged in activity that can be classed as unfair, 

discriminatory and, sometimes, outright illegal. The universityôs own óWhistleblowing 

Codeô confirms my right to raise concerns when, quote, óa criminal offence has been 

committed.ô This has happened at Nottingham and I must therefore bring it to light. I also 

have a duty under this Code to report when óa person has failed to comply with their legal 

obligationsô. This has happened at Nottingham and I must therefore bring it to light. I 

also have a duty under this Code to report when óa miscarriage of justice has occurredô. 

This has occurred at Nottingham and I must therefore bring it to light. 

     Moreover, the UNESCO guidelines for universities across the world state that óhigher 

education teaching personnel should have the right and opportunityéto criticise the 

functioning of higher education institutions, including their ownô.
5
 I am here making use 

of this right. Additionally, in the United Kingdom universities are publicly funded bodies 

and the British public has a right to know, under the Public Interest Disclosure Act 1998, 

how their institutions are conducting themselves. And, of course, my employer 

encourages free expression: óThe University of Nottinghamô, it claims, óis an open and 

free arena for debate and dissentéeveryone at Nottingham is able to enjoy freedom of 

speech and expression within the lawô. I am here taking advantage of this right. 

Everything I am saying here is ówithin the lawô.
6
  

     Given all of the above, I feel I have a moral and, indeed, a legal obligation to bring 

into the public domain the activity I relate here.  

     This desire to bring to public attention what has happened, and is happening, at the 

University of Nottingham is not done in a purely negative context. Above all, what I 

reveal in this article is designed to clear the names of two innocent men. One of these was 

a student I had a responsibility for: Rizwaan Sabir (a British student of Pakistani 

descent). Thus in writing this article I am - in the only way I seem to have open to me - 

continuing to fulfil the duty of care that I am legally obliged to provide to this student. 

     Back in 2008 Sabir was a masterôs student in my department ï the School of Politics 

and International Relations at the University of Nottingham. I was, in my role at that time 

as the Postgraduate Tutor, responsible for the well-being of all of the postgraduates in the 

School. If any of them faced problems or difficulties then it was my job to try and help 

them as best I could. 

     So to affirm after all this preamble, I am presenting this article from a position, I feel, 

of some authority and in order to defend my student. My first duty has to be to this 

student, Rizwaan Sabir, and not to the University of Nottingham. 

     It might reasonably be asked as to why I am going public with this article. Why am I 

not raising the issues I relate here with responsible bodies? Well, I have tried very hard 

up to now to keep all the details of this entire imbroglio in-house. I have stopped stories 

running in the media, and I have given senior management at the University of 

                                                 
5
 This UNESCO document guides the behaviour of the worldôs universities, The Status of Higher 

Education Teaching Personnel, 1997, Section B, óSelf-governance and collegialityô. 
6
 University of Nottingham portal statement 23 May 2008 
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Nottingham every chance to carry out their own investigations and to take the necessary 

actions. Despite the evidence that I have presented to management - evidence which I 

believe to have been prima facie in terms of proving serious malpractice - no action has 

been taken against anyone internally (apart from myself for raising these issues!). I have 

also gone to outside bodies, which I presumed would have some oversight capacity in 

regard to UK universities. But none of the bodies I approached would investigate this 

matter: I wrote to the government minister then responsible for universities;  I went to the 

English universitiesô funding body, the Higher Education Funding Council for England 

(HEFCE), and entreaties were made to the Parliamentary Ombudsman - who supposedly 

oversees the activities of the stateôs ópublic institutionsô. They all said, however, that it 

was not their job to investigate the behaviour of universities. There is, in fact, no 

oversight of universities in this country (unless they engage in financial impropriety); 

they are, it would seem, allowed to be completely autonomous and accountable to no-

one. In other words, they are laws unto themselves.      

     This article is long. It needs to be of such length so that enough evidence is presented 

and enough facts established in order that it can make its case clearly and unequivocally. 

Evidence presented from a variety of sources and angles must be allowed to coalesce, 

accrete and harden. And such evidence must be seen in a certain context and against a 

certain background. Both context and background take time to describe and develop. 

Some issues that I raise here might, on their own, be seen as excusable behaviour or as a 

misinterpretation of the facts. However, if viewed with a certain context in mind and 

against the background supplied by other evidence then such issues come to be seen in a 

different light ï their true light. I wish to leave absolutely no ówiggle-roomô whatsoever 

for anyone who is guilty of malfeasance. And, of course, by presenting so much evidence 

then the possibility of any litigation can be completely removed. This article is, perforce, 

also forensic in character, and it therefore does not read well. Additionally, it is 

repetitive; but it has to be in order that points are continually reinforced and linked to 

other evidence.  

     I name names here. Some might find this unethical. But those who work for a UK 

university work for a publicly funded institution and, as such, they must accept the 

consequences of so doing. I also use names here because I want to be very clear to whom 

I am referring, and thus to absolve of any blame those at the University of Nottingham 

who have behaved honourably. And, since nothing I say here is untrue - it can all be 

checked against documentary evidence - I am not defaming anyone. 

     As I say, the concerns I have been raising within the university have led to 

disciplinary action against myself. My concerns have related both to the arrests of the two 

men ï Sabir and Hicham Yezza (an Algerian national) - and to threats I perceive being 

made to the principles both of freedom of speech and of academic freedom in the UK. 

Both have come under some pressure at the University of Nottingham during the general 

post-arrests fall-out. So far I have attended seven disciplinary hearings of various types 

(and refused to attend another). I first received an Official Oral Warning, which was later 

extended to an Official Written Warning. This will be on my record for two years, and I 

cannot be promoted during this period; i.e. back to my original 2007 rank of senior 

lecturer. Facing dismissal if I became subject to any more disciplinary action, I kept a 

lower profile. This, though, did not prevent me from being subject to yet further charges. 

A case of harassment, for instance, was recently taken out against me by my Head of 
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School (a case presented for him by my own union, the UCU). At the very same time, his 

superior, the Dean of the School of Social Sciences and a professor colleague in my own 

School of Politics also made formal complaints against me.
7
 (This professorôs complaint, 

sanctioned by the Registrar, was that I had made Freedom of Information requests of 

personnel in the School of Politics!) Most of these charges, though, were basically 

rehashes of accusations that I was already óserving timeô for, and they resulted not in my 

dismissal, but rather in the judgment by the Vice-Chancellor that I merely needed, quote, 

óadditional mentoringô.
8
 After this, I made one final attempt in February of 2011 to get 

this Vice-Chancellor to investigate some of the issues I was raising. I was, however, told 

by him that I was making óunwarranted allegationsô, and there began yet more 

óinvestigationsô into my behaviour.
9
 My Head of School and the Dean then found even 

more charges to lay against me. These were, again, mostly ones I had faced before. There 

were, though, some interesting new ones. I am now charged, for instance, with not 

providing correct copies of my course reading lists to my Schoolôs Office Manager. 

These were óincorrectô in that on one occasion I did ónot add [my] office hours to the 

front pageô; I had also infringed School policy by having ómore than 12 essays on the 

module guideô, and I was accused of not submitting my reading lists óon the correct 

templateô.
10

 All of these disciplinary óchargesô were, of course, acts of genuine oversight 

on my part. I may finally be dismissed, though, if they are, indeed, confirmed to be 

breaches of discipline.   

     I relate all this above detail about my disciplinary history in order to provide a flavour 

of just what sort of a place the University of Nottingham is; how far it will go in trying to 

silence its recalcitrant employees, and the type of behaviour its senior management can 

indulge in when left to their own óautonomyô.  

     My issues, however, are as nothing compared to the blight put on the lives of the two 

men arrested. Their alleged misdemeanours will be on their records for considerably 

longer than two years. Despite the fact that they were released without charge, they have 

clearly been ótarredô. Two government departments - the Department for Business, 

Innovation and Skills (BIS - which oversees UK universities) and the Home Office - have 

both produced documentation that clearly indicates that they look upon these two as 

being involved, at the very least, in óextremistô, if not actual óterroristô, activity. Indeed, 

and quite incredibly, Sabir and Yezza are erroneously listed in a document disseminated 

by the Home Office as being part of a ómajor Islamist plotô in the UK.
11

 Sabir has also 

been subject to questioning (and sometimes searches) by police when he has crossed into 

Europe. When he returned from a holiday in Spain in July 2010 his phone and Blackberry 

were confiscated by police Special Branch at East Midlands airport. Additionally, on a 

freezing cold night in February 2010, Sabir was sitting having a cigarette in his car 

outside his house (his family would not allow him to smoke inside) when he was 

                                                 
7
 Professor Paul Heywood, Professor Sarah OôHara and Professor Philip Cowley.  

8
 Letter of Vice-Chancellor Professor David Greenaway to author, 1 November 2010. All  the emails, letters 

and notes that follow in this article have been released under Freedom of Information legislation.  
9
 Letter to author from Vice-Chancellor Professional David Greenaway, 11 February 2011. 

10
 Contained in letter of complaint made by Professor Paul Heywood, Head of School of Politics, to 

Registrar, 4 February 2011.   
11

 Ted Bromund and Morgan Roach, óBackgrounder: Islamist terrorism plots in Great Britain: Uncovering 

the global network, The Heritage Foundation, 26 October 2009. p.13 
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óstoppedô by a passing police patrol (it was one a.m.!). Sabirôs car was then searched. 

This search was later, in July 2010, admitted by Nottinghamshire Constabulary to have 

been óunlawfulô. He has also been randomly stopped by the police several times while 

driving his car around Nottingham. On one occasion, in the centre of Nottingham, his car 

was pulled over and searched at a police checkpoint by machine-gun toting officers! And 

Sabir, of course, cannot even think about visiting the United States. Yezza was not my 

student and so I will not discuss his case. His later tribulations came about because, after 

his release on the terrorism charges, he was re-arrested for immigration-related offences - 

his visa having run out. 

     Both men - and every shred of evidence points to this being the case - were, and are, 

completely innocent of any link whatsoever to óterroristô activity of any kind. They are 

not óextremistsô; they have not been óradicalisedô in any way, and they did not óaccessô or 

ópossessô jihadist or extremist literature. They did nothing wrong in the eyes of the law. 

They were simply caught up in an extraordinary set of circumstances that might be 

described as laughable if the consequences had not been quite so severe. And, at the heart 

of their tribulations, there does seem to be something really rather dark; something I 

would never have believed existed in a modern British university and, indeed, within 

modern British society.   

     I have taken inordinate care to get my facts right here. The events described are 

sourced to either my own experiences (with corroborating written evidence) or to 

material ï emails, notes, reports, etc ï that have (so far) been made public under Freedom 

of Information (FoI) and Data Protection Act (DPA) legislation. Much, though, has been 

hidden by the University of Nottingham, by the BIS and by the Home Office. Both 

Rizwaan Sabir and myself have been arguing that the university does not have the right to 

continue to keep certain material secret ï including our own personal data and reports 

written specifically about us. It is clear, despite the fact that the University of Nottingham 

boasts it óis committed to high standards of openness and accountability and conducts its 

affairs with due regard to probityô that this is not the case.
12

 For instance, when the body 

AcademicFOI.Com asked all universities in the country for information on óWorkplace 

Bullying and Harassmentô cases the University of Nottingham was the only Russell 

Group university - and one of only nine universities out of a total of 145 - not to return 

any data. The university cited óprivacy concernsô as its reason.
13

 The University of 

Nottingham is a university actually characterised by secrecy, rather than by openness. 

     What is described in the following pages is a story that unequivocally points to the 

unfair and discriminatory treatment of two young Muslim men. It is a story of how the 

innocent possession of a document that was freely available as a library book can lead to 

the supposition (if not actual belief) that the two were part of this ómajor Islamist plotô. 

This is the story of mistakes, of oversights, of extraordinarily malevolent behaviour and 

of displays of stupidity quite biblical in scope and scale. And such behaviour was evident 

across the whole rank spectrum: from the very bottom rungs of university management 

all the way up to government ministers. This story also brings to light what appears to be 

outright illegal behaviour by senior management in the University of Nottingham. This 

university did not provide the duty of care to Rizwaan Sabir and to Hicham Yezza that it 

                                                 
12

 University of Nottingham, óWhistleblowing Codeô. 
13

 óWorkplace Bullying and Harassmentô survey, AcademicFOI.Com at 

http://www.academicfoi.com/bullyingharassmentindex.htm accessed 12 January 2011. 
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was obliged to do according to both English Common Law and, of course, the University 

of Nottinghamôs own statutes. And individuals within the senior management of this 

university went on, moreover, to break the law in other areas as well. 

     Given the behaviour of a number of staff within the University of Nottingham, it 

would in fact be no surprise if the university itself had been acting as a óradicalisingô 

agent. The radicalisation of young Muslim men in this country is a process which a host 

of government agencies in this country are supposedly trying to thwart. And since 

radicalisation is most often generated by a feeling ï however misplaced ï of unfair 

treatment then the (clearly) unfair treatment meted out to Sabir and Yezza by the 

University of Nottingham can be seen as being, in and of itself, a radicalising act. It 

would be no surprise, therefore, if not only the two men directly affected, but also their 

friends and other Muslim students within and beyond the University of Nottingham, 

came to be óradicalisedô by the sense of grievance generated by this institutionôs 

behaviour. Universities in the United Kingdom are supposed to be acting against agents 

of radicalisation on their campuses - they are not themselves supposed to be the 

radicalising agents.  

     This article, as I say, is also concerned with bringing to light the ways in which 

todayôs British universities - subject, as they seem to be, to little or no oversight - can 

insidiously introduce control mechanisms that both challenge the principle of academic 

freedom and which, furthermore, seek to hide acts of malfeasance. The University of 

Nottingham seems to have been completely unabashed in the way it has gone about 

defending its corporate image and in maintaining ódisciplineô among its staff.  

     This article additionally provides for a remarkable case study of ógroupthinkô. Bad 

enough in itself, but what occurred at Nottingham can properly be described as a 

particularly malign variant of this phenomenon. It seems that in the United Kingdom of 

today, when important and influential actors across a range of institutions - university, 

security agencies and government departments - are presented with a set of facts in 

relation to young Muslim men then those facts have to be shoehorned ï however 

bizarrely and however unfairly ï into conforming to a certain orthodoxy. 

 

The arrests on campus 

In the late afternoon of Monday, 12 May 2008, the University of Nottinghamôs senior 

administrative officer, the Registrar, Dr Paul Greatrix, was told by members of staff in 

the School of Modern Languages that three suspicious documents had been found on the 

computer of one Hicham Yezza. Yezza was working as a junior administrator in the 

School and was absent from work on this particular day. In his subsequent statement to 

the police the Registrar states:  

 

I can say with strong clarity that the documents recovered from Yezzaôs 

computer are entirely inappropriateéI see no valid reason whatsoever for 

the documents to exist and be available to [Yezza]éI think it is utterly 

indefensible for him to have possession of the said documents. The 

sending of any of the said documents is a clear breach of the Universityôs 

Policy and Code of Practice relating to the use of the Universityôs 

computers.  
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The Registrar goes on to say that he óimmediately recognisedéthe serious nature of the 

content of the three documentsô.
14

 

     And what were these three documents that had óno valid reason whatsoeveréto existô; 

documents which were óutterly indefensibleô for Yezza (and, later, for Sabir) to have, and 

documents which could not be sent via the universityôs computer system? Well, two were 

articles from the journals Foreign Affairs and the Middle East Policy Council Journal, 

while the other was a publicly available document downloaded from the United States 

Department of Justice (US DoJ) website.
15

  

     Foreign Affairs, of course, can properly be described as the worldôs foremost journal 

covering óforeign affairsô. It can be bought at airport bookshops across the globe. It gave 

us such world-famous articles as George Kennanôs óLong Telegramô (that set the 

parameters for Containment during the Cold War), and Samuel Huntingtonôs original 

óClash of Civilisationsô thesis in article form. So it is most unlikely that such an august, 

Washington-beltway publication as Foreign Affairs would contain an article that, 

according to the Registrar, had óno valid reason whatsoever to existô. Likewise the editors 

of the US-based Middle East Policy Council Journal might be surprised to learn that one 

of their articles was so incendiary that it could not be sent via a universityôs email system. 

     The latter document referred to by the Registrar, and taken from the US DoJ website, 

was known as the Al Qaeda Training Manual.
16 

It had originally been put on this website 

in 2000, and had then been added to other US government websites such as those of the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the US Air Force. It is also freely available on-

line and in several book forms. 

     And let us be clear here. All three of these publications that had óno valid reason to 

exist whatsoeverô were also available from the University of Nottinghamôs own library - 

although at that time the book, the Al Qaeda Training Manual, would have had to have 

been ordered through the inter-library loan system (class mark HV6431). However, in 

this particular book form the reader would be rewarded with a more complete version 

than that available on any US government website, such as that of the US DoJ (174 pages 

as opposed to 145).
17

 This is important to note for future reference: the document that led 

to the arrests, the Al Qaeda Training Manual, appears in its fullest and most complete 

form as a book available from the University of Nottinghamôs own library. In fact, as of 

2011, a new (2010) UK-published version of the Al Qaeda Training Manual - which is 

                                                 
14

 Gary Stevens (Univeristy Head of Security), óStrictly Confidential Security Report Prepared for Vice-

Chancellor, Sir Colin Campbell, in relation to the Arrests of Student Riswaan [sic] Sabir and (name 

redacted) on Wednesday 14
th
 May 2008ô, p.5. This is undated but was written in the last week of June 

2008. Hereinafter óSecurity Reportô. 
15

 P. Gordon, óThe end of Bushôs revolutionô, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 85, No. 4 (2006), pp. 75-86 

http://www.brookings.edu/views/articles/gordon/20060701.pdf; Quentin Witorowicz and J. Katner, óKilling 

in the name of Islam: al Qaedaôs justification for September 11ô, Middle East Policy Council Journal, 

Vol.10, No. 2 (2003) at http://www.mepc.org/journal_vol10/0306_witorowiczkaltner.asp accessed 30 May 

2010. 
16

 There is some evidence that Sabir may have downloaded it from the Federation of American Scientists 

(FAS) website. The FAS site was set up as a research tool for use by, among others, university students. 

The FAS version of the Al Qaeda Training Manual, and the one more likely to be used by students, is 

considerably longer and more detailed than the US DoJ version. 
17

 Jerry Post (ed), Military Studies in the Jihad Against the Tyrants: The Al Qaeda Training Manual, 

(Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala: US Air Force Counterproliferation Center, 2004). 
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now the most complete ever published - is on the shelves of the University of 

Nottinghamôs main library.
18

 (There are now two versions of the Al Qaeda Training 

Manual available that are complete and have nothing taken out. One is available from the 

óFederation of American Scientistsô website, and the other is the book recently published 

in the UK. The US DoJ version and the one previously available on Amazon (Pavilion 

Press edition) both have chapters 8-11 removed.) 

     It is also important to note here that nowhere in any of his written statements does the 

Registrar talk of conducting even the simplest of internet checks or of seeking either 

advice or guidance from elsewhere as to the nature of these publications.  

     This police statement of the Registrar is contained in a university document called the 

óSecurity Reportô. This was co-written by the Registrar and the universityôs Head of 

Security, Gary Stevens. It was written for the perusal of the Vice-Chancellor and the 

universityôs Management Board. The Registrar goes on, in this Security Report, to relate 

the sequence of events leading to the arrests. In the early part of his statement the 

Registrar tells how the police were initially called in on the evening of 12 May 2008. He 

says, óI understand that Stuart Croy contacted the police regarding the documentsô. 

(Stuart Croy is the deputy head of security at the University of Nottingham.) This makes 

it sound as if the Registrar did not have much input into the decision to actually involve 

the police. However, later in the statement he changes tack to make it clear that he did 

actually made the decision to involve the police. This is also important to note in light of 

later events. It was his, he says, óresponsibilityô, to call in the police:  

 

I have a highly responsible role regarding the reputation and running of 

our university and as such, immediately recognised that due to the serious 

nature of the content of the three documents, I had a duty to notify the 

police and to ensure that this matter was fully investigatedéI am 

responsible for the formation of policies and procedures within the 

University.
19

  

 

Thus the calling in the police was the Registrarôs responsibility and his alone. Certainly, 

he does not mention any órisk assessmentô being carried out. This is, again, an important 

fact to note.  

     Officers from Nottinghamshire Constabulary duly arrived on campus and decided to 

draft in others from the West Midlands Police Counter-Terrorism Unit (WMPCTU). 

These arrived the next day (Tuesday) and searches of Yezzaôs office in the universityôs 

Trent Building were carried out. Yezza was still absent from work. The searches were 

still ongoing the next day, Wednesday 14 May, when Rizwaan Sabir, a masterôs student 

in the School of Politics and a friend of Yezzaôs, turned up in the corridor outside his 

office. There he met a (white, English) lecturer from the School of Modern Languages 

                                                 
18

 Anonymous, Al Qaeda Training Manual: Military  Studies in the Jihad against the Tyrants (Milton 

Keynes: Books Express Publishing, 2011). The University of Nottingham library initially refused to buy a 

copy of this book (£19.95 from Amazon). I insisted, quoting UNESCO guidelines which state that 

university libraries cannot apply censorship in accepting books into the library. 
19

 Stress added. Dr Paul Greatrix (Registrar), statement in óBriefing Noteô attached to email of his to Head 

of Security, Gary Stevens of 26 June 2008 at 06.53. This Briefing Noteôs page numbers have been redacted. 

Herein  after óBriefing Noteô. 
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who was concerned that Yezzaôs office had been sealed off and that a member of the 

universityôs security staff was posted outside. This lecturer had asked the security officer 

what the problem was, but he would not enlighten him. The lecturer then asked Sabir if 

he knew. Sabir did not. Sabir himself then questioned the security guard outside the 

office and he, too, was rebuffed. The Security Report describes the situation thus: óAt 

approximately 9:30 that day Riswaan [sic] Sabir was seen in the Trent building and he 

was asking questions as to what had happened to his friend ñHishòô. Sabir then texted 

Yezza to ask him if he was all right (he actually feared that Yezza might have died!). He 

received no reply. Since he lacked the funds to maintain a call facility on his phone, he 

could not ring Yezza. So Sabir then went to a nearby office and asked to use their phone 

to call Yezza. Yezza did not answer, and so Sabir left a message. He then went for a 

coffee with a (white, German) friend in a cafe not far from both Yezzaôs office and the 

masterôs students study room where Sabir normally worked.  

     It is at this point that a university security officer appears to have alerted the police as 

to Sabirôs interest in Yezza. As the Security Report puts it: óThe WMP CTU [sic] were 

uncomfortable with what was interpreted as Riswaan [sic] interfering with the 

investigation into Hicham Yezzaô.
20

 

     Sabir, on leaving the cafe, went to the toilet. As the Security Report describes it, he 

was then arrested óin the B floor gentôs [sic] toilets of the Trent Building by plainclothes 

officersô. This, the time of his arrest,
21

 was the first time that Sabir knew of any police 

involvement. There were no uniformed officers or marked police vehicles in or near the 

Trent Building. In the Security Report it was stated that, when Sabir phoned Yezza, he 

had óleft a message to alert Hicham of the Police activityô. This was not true; neither 

Sabir nor the lecturer from the School of Modern Languages was aware of any óPolice 

activityô.
22

  

     In several subsequent statements made by senior university staff and by those writing 

in the universityôs name, Sabir was noted as having been arrested for óinterfering with the 

investigation into Hicham Yezzaô.
23

 A Muslim newspaper that had accused the university 

of actually reporting Sabir to the police at the time had been told by the Registrar that 

Sabir óbrought himself to the attention of the police and was arrested by them for 

impeding their inquiries. Nobody ñreportedò himô.
24

 But this all seems difficult to square 

with reality. Neither Sabir nor the lecturer from the School of History had any idea that 

there was any kind of police óinvestigationô going on ï so just how could Sabir have 

óimpededô or óinterferedô with this investigation? All he had done was to try and phone 

his friend because he was worried about him. And it is difficult, moreover, to see how 

Sabir was doing any óinterferingô or óimpedingô when he was in the toilet at the time. 

     Here we have the first inconsistency in the University of Nottinghamôs version of 

events in relation to what became known as the case of the óNottingham Twoô. Many 

more such óinconsistenciesô were to follow. 

                                                 
20

 óSecurity Report, p.5  
21

 Sabir was not actually arrested in the toilet. He was asked by officers to accompany them outside the 

building to a car and he was then arrested. 
22

 Ibid. 
23

 Ibid. 
24

 In email of Registrar to Jonathan Ray (Communications Director) of 10 July 2008 at 14.30, where he is 

composing a letter to Muslim News. 
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     Yezza, having eventually received Sabirôs message, came on to campus to find out 

what was happening in his office. He too was then arrested. (This, too, was twisted by the 

university. In a message to the university community of 27 May 2008 Management 

Board stated that ówhen [Yezza] was eventually traced by the police, he too was 

arrestedô. But by turning up on campus, Yezza had hardly made it difficult for the police 

to ótraceô him.
25

)  

      

Guilty until proven innocent  

Extraordinarily, the day after his arrest, an exclusion letter had been prepared for 

Rizwaan Sabir with the Vice-Chancellorôs signature block. This stated that, óI am 

suspending you as a student and excluding you from all parts of the university with 

immediate effectô.
26

 It appeared that as far as the university was concerned, Sabir was 

guilty until proven innocent. 

 

The offending documents 

Police officers then went to Sabirôs home in Nottingham. But they found nothing 

incriminating. Sabir was a local student (his father is a car mechanic) who lived with his 

extended family, including his grandmother. His family were asked to vacate the property 

immediately and could not return for twenty-four hours. His grandmother was distraught. 

The policeôs search for evidence led to the seizure of a certain number of books and other 

documents, each of which was then óbagged and taggedô. It should be noted that all of the 

evidence that was taken from Sabirôs home, including that from his computer, consisted 

either of books from the university library, articles from journals in the university library, 

or course handouts from university lecturers. Nothing taken away was in any way 

seditious, radical, Islamist or inflammatory. And likewise nothing was found on his 

computer that was in any way suspicious. Among the books removed from his home and 

listed as óevidenceô by WMPCTU officers were the following: P. Williams (ed), Security 

Studies: An Introduction (2008); P. Peollner, Nietzsche and Metaphysics (2004); R. 

Welshon, The Philosophy of Nietzsche (2001); G. Ritzer, D. Goodman, Postmodern 

Social Theory (2001), and an article by M. Constas, óThe Changing Nature of 

Educational Research and a Critique of Postmodernismô, Educational Researcher, Vol. 

27, No. 2 (1998), pp. 26-37. (And lest I be accused here of being selective in noting what 

the police seized as evidence, I include in the footnotes a complete list of all the material 

taken from Sabirôs home and computer.)
27

 In the end, though, it was only one document 

found in Sabir and Yezzaôs possession ï the Al Qaeda Training Manual ï that led to the 

police justifying the arrests. There was nothing else that brought about these arrests. 

                                                 
25

 University of Nottingham portal message of 27 May 2008. 
26

 Entitled óSuspension/Exclusion letterô, dated 15 May 2008. 
27

 The other works seized were: óPost Modern Social Theoryô; óPolicy Brief ï The Key to Arab Reform: 

Moderate Islamistsô; óBushôs Revolutionô [the same Foreign Affairs article as on the computer in Yezzaôs 

office]; óThe End of Sociological Theory: The Postmodern Hopeô; óZuzna Parusnikova: Is a Postmodern 

Philosophy of Science Possible?ô; óCan There Be Such a Thing as a Social Science?; óEvaluating the 

Preemptive Use of Forceô. The police also removed nine University of Nottingham course handouts. The 

only other document taken away was something called óAl-Muhajirounô. Since Sabir was preparing a PhD 

entitled óRadical Islamism ï Understanding the Misunderstandingô one can understand why he would have 

this. The detail of the material óbagged and taggedô comes from Sabir himself, but can also be checked 

against publicly available WMPCTU records. 
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     This material seized needs to be put into context. Previous arrests of young Muslims 

in the UK on terrorism charges involving the possession of terrorist literature have 

always involved a raft of material that could be defined as óterroristô or óradicalô in 

nature. What is unique about the arrests of Sabir and Yezza is that there was only one 

document that could be described as in any way, and only at first glance, as ósuspiciousô ï 

the Al Qaeda Training Manual. Their arrest in this respect is completely without 

precedent in this country. 

     The link between Sabir and Yezza came to be established. Yezza had been in 

Nottingham for some thirteen years and had spent most of that time at the university. He 

had dropped out of a PhD programme and taken a job in university administration. 

During his time as a student, he had served on the student union executive and been a 

member of University Senate. In addition to his administrative job, he had become a 

peace activist, a member of a dance/acting troupe and the editor of a campus magazine 

called Ceasefire. Yezza, waif-like, very softly spoken and a genuine ópeacenikô, was 

well-known among students from the Muslim community on campus. He acted as a 

mentor to several Muslim students, including Sabir.
28

  

     Sabirôs research interests lay in the study of Al Qaeda in Iraq and aspects of 

radicalisation. Both were common topics among the students I taught on my 

postgraduate- and undergraduate-level óTerrorismô courses in the School of Politics. (In 

total I had over onehundred students studying óTerrorismô that year - 2008.) Sabir, 

however, was not actually taking any of my courses as he was enrolled on a óResearch 

Trackô MA. This meant that his modules were mostly related to social science research 

methods and were geared to the expectation that he would begin a PhD once he had 

completed his MA. Thus Sabir was, at the time of his arrest, gathering material both for 

his 15,000-word MA dissertation and for his future 90,000-word PhD. The MA 

dissertation was to involve a study of Al Qaeda in Iraq, while his PhD was to be entitled 

óRadical Islam: Understanding the Misunderstandingô.
29

 Sabir regularly consulted Yezza 

as to what material he should use for both projects.
30

 

     The three óincriminatingô documents came to be on Yezzaôs computer because Sabir, 

not wanting to read them from a computer screen, and lacking the funds to print them off 

for himself, had sent them to Yezza so that he could do so using his office printer. This 

was wrong. Sabir should not have asked his friend to do this. But Yezza, as it happens, 

only ever agreed to print off one of the documents ï the shortest one; that from the 

Middle East Policy Council Journal. While again wrong, who among us has not done a 

similar favour for a friend? The three documents then merely sat on the computer in 

Yezzaôs office from late January, when they were first sent by Sabir, until they were 

ódiscoveredô in May 2008.
31

 Yezza had made no attempt to hide or remove them. And on 

the day of the ófindô, moreover, he had also freely given his computer password to a 

fellow administrator who needed to access something on his computer while he was 

                                                 
28

 From Red Pepper: http://www.redpepper.org.uk/Guilty-as-not-charged on Teaching-About-Terrorism 

website, accessed 5 July 2009. 
29

 MA dissertation proposal, óSmoking out Al  Qaeda: Americaôs response to Iraqôs Jihadisô, and PhD 

proposal, óRadical Islamism: Understanding the Misunderstandingô. 
30

 Various conversations with Rizwaan Sabir as part of MA and PhD supervision sessions and subsequent 

meetings. 
31

 Conversations with Sabir and óSecurity Reportô. 
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away. And Yezza freely told her where she could find what she was looking for ï in a 

folder where the three óincriminatingô documents were. These are hardly the acts of 

anyone who feels he has any óterrorist materialsô on his computer. Moreover, if he was a 

óterroristô, would he really be storing seditious material on his work computer, and would 

he really have set off back to his office to find out why university security staff had 

sealed it off? Should he not be going in exactly the opposite direction? 

     Sabir and Yezza were held and questioned for six days because of these three 

publications; publications which were publicly available and which any student studying 

Islam, Islamism or terrorism would consider to be perfectly normal. Students are, indeed, 

encouraged to engage, specifically, with the Al Qaeda Training Manual by basic 

undergraduate texts such as Gus Martinôs Understanding Terrorism. This helpfully 

provides a link to this self-same US DoJ website so that students can have a look at it for 

themselves.
32

 Moreover, the Wikipedia site for óIslamic Terrorismô also listed the Al 

Qaeda Training Manual (until recently) as one of its principal sources.
33

 In book form, 

five different presses have produced versions of the Al Qaeda Training Manual. The most 

recent edition (2010) is from a British publishing firm whose retail arm actually supplies 

the University of Nottinghamôs library with all its books!
34

 And Rohan Gunaratna, 

perhaps the worldôs foremost expert on the study of terrorism, wrote to Sabir to say he 

thought that the Al Qaeda Training Manual was, quote, órequired readingô for anyone 

studying Al Qaeda.
35

 What Gunaratna says here is also very important to note in light of 

later events.  

     So, let us be clear here. The Al Qaeda Training Manual is a mainstream student 

source. It is in no way illegal, illegitimate, seditious or extremist.  

     The fact is, though, and despite the likes of Gunaratna having made use of it in their 

works, the Al Qaeda Training Manual appears to have nothing to do with Al Qaeda, and 

should not really be recommended as a useful source. It was probably, in fact, prepared 

for an offshoot radical organisation of the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood. Much of it 

would seem to date from the 1950s, and many of the examples of operations it gives 

occurred in the 1940s. But it also has additions from, at the very latest, the 1980s or very 

early 1990s. Its real name is Military Studies in the Jihad against the Tyrants. It was 

discovered (written in Arabic) by British police in Manchester in 2000. It was only given 

                                                 
32

 G. Martin, Understanding Terrorism (London: Sage, 2010), third edition, pp. 360-361. 
33

 Taken from a print-off from the Wikipedia site for 3 August 2009.  
34

 J. Post, Military  Studies in the Jihad against the Tyrants (London: Frank Cass, 2002); B. Venzke (ed), 

The Al Qaeda Documents, Vol.1 (Alexandria, Va.: Tempest, 2002); Al Qaeda Training Manual (New York: 

Pavilion Press, 2006); J. Post, Military  Studies in the Jihad against the Tyrants: The Al Qaeda Training 

Manual (US Air  Force version as in footnote 11.); Anonymous, Military  Studies in the Jihad against the 

Tyrants: The Al Qaeda Training Manual (Milton Keynes: Books Express Publishing, 2011). 
35

 Sabir asked him the question, óWould you consider the Al Qaeda Training Manual (145 pages) to be an 

important document for a person who is conducting a Masterôs dissertation on Al Qaedaôs tactics, and a 

PhD thesis that is heavily focused on the strategy  of Al Qaedaô? Gunaratna replied, óThe answer to your 

question is yesô. Email exchange between Sabir and Gunaratna dated 12 July 2008. 
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its current name by the US DoJ as a ópublic relations gambitô
36

 so that its possession 

would more likely lead to convictions on terrorism charges in the US.
37

  

     The Al Qaeda Training Manual also showed up in a British court case in 2005 

involving the so-called óricin plotô. In referring to this case, one knowledgeable journalist 

wrote that: 

 

The most ironic twist was an attempt to introduce an ñal-Qaida manualò 

into the caseéIt was given to the FBI to produce in [a] 2001 [sic] New 

York [terrorism] trial. But it wasnôt an al-Qaida manual. The name was 

invented by the US Department of Justice in 2001, and the contents were 

rushed on to the net to aid a presentation to the Senate by the then attorney 

general, John Ashcroft.  

 

This journalist, as I did, quickly established that it could not be an Al Qaeda manual. He 

wrote: óTo show that theémanual was written in the 1980s and in the period of the US -

supported war against the Soviet occupation was easyô. He then, in echoes of this 

Nottingham issue, refers to this 2005 ricin case as the óterrorist plotéthat never wasô, and 

concludes that ówe have all been victims of this mass deceptionô.
38

  

     The reason that the US DoJ changed - or rather óinventedô - the name of the document 

can only really have been to ósex it upô. The title the Al Qaeda Training Manual sounds 

much more provocative than Military Studies in the Jihad against the Tyrants. Suspects 

are much more likely - are they not? - to be convicted by juries if they are caught in 

possession of the óAl Qaeda Training Manualô, rather than something confusingly called 

óMilitary Studies in the Jihad against the Tyrantsô. The ótyrantsô actually being the 

Egyptian secular leaders from the 1950s onwards ï Gamel Abdul Nasser, Anwar Sadat 

and Hosni Mubarak.
39

  

     An aside to make here is that this is an insurgent/guerrilla/freedom-fighter manual. If 

the Al Qaeda Training Manual was a óterroristô manual it would be a lot different in 

character, scope and emphasis. Its contents, it is clear, are not actually aimed at activists 

who want to spread fear or óterrorô ï i.e. óterroristsô. As Professor Michael Clarke from 

Kingôs College London, who has seen the Al Qaeda Training Manual put it: óI have not 

seen any Al Qaeda manuals that look like genuine terrorist trainingô. (Actually, the best 

óterroristô and bomb-making training can be found on the websites of American militia 

organisations.)
40

 

     Students actually seeking a proper Al Qaeda training manual should look at Norman 

Cigarôs Al Qaedaôs Doctrine for Insurgency published by one of the most prestigious 

presses in the US and also available from the University of Nottinghamôs library. This is 

                                                 
36

 Cryptome websiteôs introduction to their version of Al Qaeda Training Manual at 

http://cryptome.org/alq-terr-man.htm.  
37

 See Rod Thornton, óThe Al  Qaeda Training Manual (not)ô at 

http://www.spinwatch.org.uk/component/content/article/5310-the-al-qaeda-manual-not. 
38

 Duncan Campbell, óThe ricin ring that never wasô, The Guardian, 14 April 2005, online at 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2005/apr/14/alqaida.terrorism accessed 15 October 2010. 
39

 See Rod Thornton, óThe Al  Qaeda Training Manual (not)ô. 
40

 Alex Pell, óFinger Points to British Intelligence as Al  Qaeda websites are wiped outô, The Sunday Times, 

31 July 2005, p.3. 
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a real Al Qaeda manual and contains far more óusefulô information than does the rather 

mundane and completely archaic Al Qaeda Training Manual.  

     Such books as that by Cigar or the Al Qaeda Training Manual are in libraries and 

bookshops not to óteachô people how to be terrorists (because they do not), but rather they 

help create an understanding of terrorists and insurgents. It is, of course, only by 

understanding terrorism and terrorists that proper counter-terrorism can then be practiced. 

It is the óknow-your-enemyô principle. So, while the Registrar of the University of 

Nottingham might see óno valid reason whatsoever for the [Al Qaeda Training Manual] 

to existô, there are valid reasons why such documents do exist.  

     Of course, finding a document entitled the Al Qaeda Training Manual on an 

administratorôs computer might seem alarming (but surely not the other two articles?). 

But, again, a very quick Google check would have ascertained where it/they had come 

from. A university expert could also have been called in or Yezza himself could have 

been asked why it/they were on his computer. The fact that such basic procedures were 

not followed, a duty of care not respected, and a risk assessment not carried out by the 

university (which we know from the Registrarôs statement) came to have very 

unfortunate consequences. 

     But why, one has to ask, was the Registrar operating with a default setting that judged 

that these three documents had óno valid reason whatsoever to existô? Why was his 

default setting not along the lines of ,óOh, I wonder if these are in the libraryô? 

 

My interview with the police 

I only found out about all the above detail by piecing together the heavily redacted 

material that has since been released by the university under FoI and DPA legislation to 

both myself and Rizwaan Sabir. But at the time of the arrests I was as much in the dark as 

anyone else. The police had arrived first on campus on the Monday; the WMPCTU 

officers arrived on the Tuesday, and the arrests were made on the Wednesday. On the 

Friday (16 May 2008), I was asked to make myself available to be interviewed in my 

office by officers from WMPCTU. As I say, I was responsible for Sabir in my role as 

Postgraduate Tutor for my department (the School of Politics). I had also, back in 

December 2007, seen his MA dissertation proposal. All one-year MA students must 

produce a dissertation proposal to a lecturer for approval in the January prior to their 

beginning work on the dissertation after exams in May. Any student would then have a 

lecturer appointed as his/her supervisor who would oversee their dissertation work over 

the summer. The finished dissertation would then be handed in during September. In 

December 2007, Sabir had also asked me for advice on his PhD proposal. This he would 

likewise later have to submit. Neither of Sabirôs proposals ï MA nor PhD ï contained the 

Al Qaeda Training Manual in their bibliographies.
41

 

     I was quite well disposed to these counter-terrorism police officers when I met them. I 

had originally expected to see sharp-suited, Spooks-style, high-flyers. Instead, it seemed 

obvious that those before me were just ex-squaddies - former ordinary soldiers like 

myself. Feeling a mutual bond, I tried to be as helpful as possible.  

     I told them that, while Sabir had the persona of a motor-mouthed-cheeky-chappie who 

was bound to annoy certain people, he did not seem to have any óradicalô tendencies. He 

                                                 
41

 Sabirôs MA proposal, óAl Qaeda in Iraqô, and his PhD proposal, óRadical Islam: Understanding the 

Misunderstandingô. 
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certainly expressed none to me. He was also very civil, and appeared to have been the 

soul of politeness and carried no sense of animus towards anyone that I knew of. This 

was later confirmed when all of his university emails were released under FoI. In not one 

of these ï even in those he sent to people who had treated him quite badly ï is he rude or 

accusatory. He is, in fact, almost obsequiously polite.
42

 

     As another aside, it does need to be said that Sabir had been arrested before on 

campus. This was on 30 November 2007 when a óhandful of studentsô
43

 had wanted to 

organise a protest whereby they would erect a symbolic óWest Bank Wallô near the main 

library. The university hierarchy had refused to allow this protest to take place in the 

form requested as it would, quote, have óunsettled the harmony of the campusô.
44

 In a 

later letter to the Head of the School of History, the Registrar, Dr Paul Greatrix, laid out 

the reasons why he was not going to allow this protest to take place. It was to be denied, 

he said, for three reasons. The first was that óindividuals or groups cannot decide that 

their own views are more valid or more important than everyone elseôsô. The second was 

on óthe basis of impracticality, mess and obstructionô. The third was because the wall 

would óinterfere with students and staff going about their normal businessô.
45

 The 

rationales presented here are indicative of the University of Nottinghamôs attitude to 

protest on its campus. And such objections are, of course, despite the legal obligation that 

all universities have to cater for dissent and protest on their campuses; and despite, 

indeed, the public statements from the Registrar who has also been quoted as saying that 

óthe university is an open and free arena for debate and dissentô.
46

 

     This Wall protest was one of those occasions where, as is clear from the access (under 

FoI) to statements by senior management (including the Registrar) - and on a range of 

issues - some variance exists between what the university wants to tell the world and 

what it actually does on the privacy of its own campus.  

     This Wall protest went ahead anyway without permission. A wooden screen of 

perhaps eight feet in height and four feet in width was placed across a path leading to the 

library. While this did cause an obstruction (that was, after all, its whole point), it did not 

block the entire path and students could anyway walk around either on the large patch of 

grass on one side of the path or, on the other side, an adjacent road. From Youtube film 

of this incident it is obvious that very few people were actively involved, and it was all 

very low-key. A lecturer - not in the School of Politics - who was present said that óthe 

student ñwallò did not impede access to the libraryô.
47

 Sabir was there as well, but he was 

not one of the organisers and was merely observing. Those responsible for the wall were 

asked by university security personnel to remove it as soon as it was erected. This request 

                                                 
42

 This is borne out by a range of emails sent and received by university personnel having dealings with 

Rizwaan Sabir as a student.  
43

 Description by lecturer from email held on file by Communications Director.  
44

 óAnother concerned studentô quoting from university documentation in message of 19 May 2008 at 

20.41 on indymedia. Also by óYet another concerned studentô on 20 May 2008 at 16.46 on 

http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire. From documents held by University of Nottingham. 
45

 Letter of Registrar to Dr Colin Heywood, Head of School of History (who had complained about the 

universityôs treatment of those involved in the Wall protest). Letter is dated 21 December 2007.  
46

 Melanie Newman, óNottingham scholar held for six daysô, Times Higher Education, 29 May 2008, at 

http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188. 
47

 Dr Spencer Mawby in notice to Registrar, date and time unknown.  

http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-44.pdf
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/regions/nottinghamshire
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-45.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-45.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-45.pdf
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402188
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/043.jpg


17 

 

was refused. The police were called. Sabir, however, objecting to the presence of the 

police on campus, talked himself - in his motor-mouth-cheeky-chappie way - into being 

arrested. This had happened even after the students had agreed to remove the Wall. As 

the above lecturer pointed out, óthe students were being cooperative and had followed 

instructions to dismantle the ñwallò.
48

 And to quote the universityôs Head of Security, 

Sabir was arrested óin order to prevent a breach of the peaceô.
49

 (So he had not actually 

óbreachedô the peace; he was arrested, it seems, merely óto preventô one!) After a cup of 

tea at the police station, Sabir was released without charge.
50

 Basically, he appears to 

have been arrested merely for showing ódissentô. And this despite the Registrar having 

said that the university was óan open and free arena for debate and dissentô.
51

 

     A professor in my own School of Politics, having watched the film of the incident, 

later sent an email to other members of the School. He said that Sabir ówas giving the 

copper lip and was warned numerous times to can it so he really got what he deserved on 

that oneô.
52

 In the same email exchange, another lecturer in the School called his 

behaviour, óarseyô.
53

 Such comments were coming from academic staff in the School in 

which Sabir was studying. They might provide some idea of just what he was up against 

as a student even within his own School at the University of Nottingham. 

     Whatever one thinks about the situation vis-à-vis the real wall around the West Bank - 

and there are arguments to be made on both sides - it is an edifice that is deemed to be 

illegal under international law. The British government itself has protested about its 

construction. Sabir, in his protests, was thus in good company. So there is some irony in 

his arrest: he was protesting about the existence of something that his own government 

had judged to be illegal ï and on a campus where he was supposedly free to express 

ódissentô.  

     However, back to my police interview. The officers present, without telling me the 

name of the documents that had led to the arrests, asked me about Sabirôs research. I told 

them that I had agreed with Sabirôs approach to his MA dissertation and that he had 

produced a proposal, including a bibliography (which, as I say, did not have any of the 

three documents in question, including the Al Qaeda Training Manual, on it).
54

 I told 

them that Sabir was studying Al Qaeda in Iraq for his MA dissertation. This news had an 

immediate effect on the officers present. Up to this point, they had seemed very unsure of 

themselves; almost apologetic. Now, though, armed with the information I had given 

them, and with written evidence of Sabirôs dissertation proposal - and with his reasons for 

having literature related to Al Qaeda - the senior police officer in the room recognised its 

significance. He took the proposal immediately to the School office in order to fax it to 

                                                 
48

 Dr Spencer Mawby in notice to Registrar, date and time unknown.  
49

 óSecurity Reportô, p.5. 
50

 Available to view at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZLwtit8GXM . 
51

 The Education Guardian óA thorough and sensitively handled investigationô. 
52

 Email of Dr Steven Fielding to Professor Paul Heywood (Head of School), Dr Mathew Humphrey (then 

Deputy Head of School), Professor Philip Cowley (later Deputy Head of School), Dr Pauline Eadie (Exams 

Officer) and Dr David Stevens of 7 July 2009 at 17.21. 
53

 Email of Dr Pauline Eadie to Professor Paul Heywood, Professor Philip Cowley, Professor Steven 

Fielding, Dr Mathew Humphrey, Dr David Stevens, Dr Macdonald Daly, Dr Sean Matthews on 7 July 2009 

at 17.58. 
54

 This is still on my email system and available to be viewed. 
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his superiors. I thought, as seemingly did this officer, that this would end the whole affair 

and the two could go free. This was on the Friday, but the two men were still not released 

until the Tuesday.  

     I stress once more, during this interview of some three hours in my office on the 

Friday, and in a subsequent one of two hours when I was at work on the Saturday, that at 

no time were the names of any of the three documents that led to the arrests mentioned to 

me. The only document that came up in conversation (raised by the police) was óThe 

Encyclopaedia of Afghan Jihadô (1,500 pages). This I knew to be a document that could 

be an aid to terrorists, and I wondered if this was what had led to the arrests. 

     In my interviews, I tried to explain to these police officers the difference between the 

strategic, operational and tactical levels of terrorist activity. They seemed unaware of this 

distinction. Students seeking knowledge about the first two levels would be harmless 

enough, I told them. However, I said I would be concerned if students were seeking 

aspects of tactical knowledge that were too detailed ï the principal detail being that of 

how to make bombs out of household ingredients such as hair bleach and pepper 

(knowledge available to the 7/7 and 21/7 London bombers). But such details would only 

ever be available (as far as I know) in such virtually inaccessible tomes as the above 

óEncyclopaediaô. I do not think, however, that the police quite understood the difference 

between the three levels. And, as it was proved later, neither did the universityôs 

hierarchy. 

     It is worth recording here that at one point during this Friday interview a seemingly 

exasperated officer sighed and said: óThis would not be happening if the student had been 

blonde, Swedish and at Oxford Universityô. Since it seemed to sum up the whole 

investigation, I later mentioned this to several colleagues. I had, though, asked that this 

statement not be broadcast to protect this police officer.  But the phrase did then appear in 

a number of subsequent emails and online in blogs.
55

 I suppose, however, that people - 

just as I originally did - thought that this remark was just way too juicy to keep to oneself.  

      

The Professor of Romance Literature 

As I say, in my interviews the police officers themselves seemed confused about the 

nature of what had actually brought about the arrests. One thing they did know, however, 

was the name of the man who would sort everything out: Professor Bernard McGuirk. 

     I had never heard of this professor but the officers clearly wanted to track him down. 

They were anxious, if not indeed desperate, to find him. Did I know where he was? I 

looked him up for them on the university website, but I was spelling his name wrongly so 

could not help. Several phone conversations ensued in my office between the police 

officers present and others elsewhere trying to find this Professor McGuirk. Indeed, I was 

not the only one being asked about his whereabouts. A fellow lecturer from the School of 

Politics, Dr Bettina Renz, who was also interviewed by the police (on the Saturday, when 

she was also at work), was likewise asked if she knew where Professor McGuirk was. 

Talking later, neither of us could work out why he was so important to them. 

     The police finally caught up with him on the Sunday, 18 May. He then gave them a 

formal statement. But I did not know this at the time. And it was only much later that his 

                                                 
55

 In, for instance, email of Dr Alf Nilsen sent on 22 May 2008 at 15.36 to [names redacted] and in an 

article Rizwaan Sabir wrote for The Guardian: óIt really is psychological tortureô, 11 June 2008 at 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/jun/11/uksecurity.terrorism - held by University of Nottingham.. 
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role became clear. The police had wanted him so badly because he was the one academic 

in the university who - they knew - would be able to justify their making the arrests in the 

first place. 

     Professor McGuirk had been the first academic approached for advice by those School 

of Modern Languages administrative staff who had actually found the three documents 

on Yezzaôs computer on the Monday. But his full role is something of a mystery. It was 

common knowledge, though, in the university (and this can be verified), that at the time 

of the arrests he had told the police that the Al Qaeda Training Manual was, quote, an 

óillegal documentô. 

    The policeôs view of Professor McGuirk is very important. This is because it was his 

opinion on the Al Qaeda Training Manual - and his opinion alone - that came to justify 

the arrests of Sabir and Yezza. There was no other evidence against them.    

     And what is Professor McGuirkôs position in the University of Nottingham? He is a 

Professor of Romance Languages and Literary Theory. He does not have, and nor has he 

ever had, anything at all to do with the teaching or researching of terrorism. He appears to 

have done what the FBI hoped that juries in the US would do: simply assume that if a 

document has a dangerous-sounding name then it must be dangerous. 

     The police looked upon Professor McGuirkôs judgement as being seminal. This is 

clear from the note that Sabirôs lawyer was given by the police while he was still in 

custody (and just after their interview with McGpuirk). This was hand-written. I include 

it here in its entirety (it was released, as every other piece of documentation here, under 

FoI by the university): 

 

                 Rizwaan Sabir            18/05/08 [ed. i.e. the Sunday] 

 

Your client will be asked to comment on a document removed from his laptop 

computer titled óRADICAL ISLAM: UNDERSTANDING THE 

MISUNDERSTANDINGô [ed. the title of Sabirôs proposed PhD thesis]. 

      

He will be asked questions about its purpose and content. 

 

He will be asked questions about the AL QAEDA training manual also recovered 

from his laptop and its relevance to his work. 

 

He will be asked about comments made by Professor Bernard McGuirk a senior 

member of the University of Nottingham who has the opinion that all members of 

the University should be aware of what was and was not legitimate material and 

that this training manual in question doesnôt fall into the category of normal 

research documentation.
56

 

 

So Hicham Yezza and Rizwaan Sabir had been arrested and were kept in custody for six 

days based only on the opinion provided by a Professor of Romance Literature and 

Literary Theory. Nothing else. And this opinion related to a book that was available from 

the universityôs own library. What the Home Office later came to advertise as being a 
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 Police Notice to Sabirôs lawyer, 18 May 2008. 
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ómajor Islamist plotô came about - purely - because of the mistaken beliefs of this one 

Professor of Romance Literature and Literary Theory. And all the future occasions when 

Sabir came to be stopped and searched by the police were the result of the opinion 

expressed by this one professor. And all of the disciplinaries that I (and others) later faced 

in the university could likewise be sourced back to the aberrant ójudgementô of this one 

academic. You could, as they say, just not make it up.  

     This aberrant judgement was later to be taken, expanded upon and reinforced by the 

phenomenon of ógroupthinkô.
57

 But this was a form of groupthink that was malign. A 

whole series of actors across a whole series of institutions, agencies and government 

departments went with Professor McGuirkôs initial judgement. No-one questioned it. But 

if just one person in just one position of authority somewhere in the chain had stopped to 

say - óHang on, is this really true?ô - then common sense may just have prevailed and we 

would not have reached the ómajor Islamist plotô endgame. But nobody in authority ever 

did stop to consider the situation; and so common sense was never given a chance. And 

maybe, just maybe, this whole host of actors went with the flow because they wanted to 

see these men guilty of something. Their minds seemed, in classic groupthink style, to be 

completely closed to alternatives. But why? Why was, again, the default setting fixed at a 

particular orthodoxy that wished to see Rizwaan Sabir and Hicham Yezza óguiltyô, and 

not óinnocentô? And, one must also ask, if they had been óSwedish and blondeô would the 

default setting have been the same?  

     The police did, though, come to change the word used by Professor McGuirk from 

óillegalô to merely ónot legitimateô in their notice to Sabir. The police knew the Al Qaeda 

Training Manual could not be óillegalô. Only a jury could decide that. And I do not blame 

the police here. They were taking the word of someone - a ósenior academicô - who they 

assumed was, and could be treated as, an óexpert witnessô. My view, however, was not 

asked for. And yet I was the universityôs expert on terrorism: I was the only academic in 

the university designated to be a ólecturer in terrorismô; I was the only academic in the 

university who had done counter-terrorism ófor realô, and I was the one academic in the 

university who would surely have known what was, and was not, quote, ónormal research 

documentationô for research into terrorism. The university should have directed the police 

to me for my opinion on the Al Qaeda Training Manual. They did not. I was only 

interviewed by the police in my role as the Schoolôs postgraduate tutor; I was not 

presented to the police as the universityôs expert on terrorism. Hence the police basically 

kept me in the dark. 

 

Police notice on release 

On his eventual release from custody, Sabir was handed another note by the police. This 

time it was type-written. I produce it here verbatim: 

 

Notice to Rizwan [sic] Sabir 
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 Groupthink is defined as, óA mode of thinking that people engage in when they are deeply involved in a 

cohesive in-group, when the membersô strivings for unanimity override their motivation to realistically 

appraise alternative courses of actionô. Irving Janis, Victims of Groupthink, (Boston, MA: Houghton 

Mifflin, 1972), p.9. 
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You were arrested on Wednesday 14
th
 May 2008. You had in your possession a 

copy of a document titled óAl Qaeda Training Manualô. 

 

That document contains information of a kind likely to be useful to a person 

committing or preparing an act of terrorism. 

 

The University authorities have now made clear that possession of this material is 

not required for the purpose of your course of study nor do they consider it 

legitimate for you to possess it for research purposes. 

 

You are warned, therefore, that if you are found in possession of a further copy of 

this material in future, you will be the subject of further investigation, which may 

include arrest and further detention. 

 

20
th
 May 2008

58
 

 

Thus the police were saying that it is óthe University authoritiesô who have ómade clearô 

that Sabir should not have the document. The police are careful not to give their own 

opinion. 

     The fact that the police were here putting the onus for the decision to arrest on the 

óuniversity authoritiesô did not, however, fit in with the wishes of the university 

authorities themselves. This is because, for the university, this police note brought into 

question issues of óacademic freedomô: that is, it looked as if a university, and not the 

police, was saying what was, and was not, ólegitimateô research material. This, though, 

will always be the case. When it comes to university/college students, it is not the 

policeôs job to say what is, and is not, ólegitimate research materialô: this is the 

universityôs job. As one policeman was quoted as saying, óIt is for the University to 

determine what physical documents may be accessed by studentsô, i.e. it is not for the 

police to do this.
59

 Another officer said: óItôs not for the police to say what material is 

appropriate for use by students ï the university should determine this because itôs the 

universityôs businessô.
60

 Thus the only authority that can restrict the access of university 

students to any form of óterroristô literature is not the principal agent of the law - the 

police - but rather the universities themselves. But all a university can do in this regard is 

to say ówe think it is wrong that our students are looking at this or that ñterroristò 

literatureô. What they cannot do, though, and as the University of Nottingham did, is to 

say that such literature is óillegalô or ónot legitimateô because, in the eyes of the law, it is 

not. And if a university does restrict the access of materials ï say, through its rules for the 

use of computing facilities or its refusal to order a certain library book
61

 ï then it must 
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 Police Notice to Sabir, 20 May 2008. 
59

 Report of Mr Chris Thompson (Chief Financial Officer) entitled, óAllegation of Malpractice against Dr 

Paul Greatrix made by Dr R Thorntonô, dated 11 November 2009. 
60

 Notes from phone conversation with representative of universityôs Chief Financial Officer with unknown 

police officer dated 15 October 2009. 
61

 This would anyway be in breach of the abovementioned UNESCO document that governs the behaviour 

of the worldôs universities, The Status of Higher Education Teaching Personnel, 1997. 
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accept that it is applying limits not on so much on academic freedom (whatever that is), 

but rather on freedom per se. 

     But here is where another major issue presents itself. The police note made it clear 

that óthe universityô was not saying that the document was generally ónot legitimateô; 

rather - and crucially in its use of the second person (óéfor youéô) - the University of 

Nottingham must be saying that it was not ólegitimateô specifically for Rizwaan Sabir to 

possess the Al Qaeda Training Manual. But why should this only apply to him? 

     In a university óBriefing Noteô later co-written, like the Security Report, by the 

universityôs Head of Security and the Registrar for presentation to the Vice-Chancellor 

and Management Board, the disappointment with the police notice to Sabir is clear: óThe 

Police did not give the University the opportunity to be involved in the drafting of this 

notice nor did they give an opportunity for the University to suggest any amendmentsô.
62

 

This police notice to Sabir had now put senior staff at the university firmly on the 

defensive.  

 

The universityôs reaction 

The nature of the arrests naturally led to some disquiet on campus. There was a ósilent 

demonstrationô where students and lecturers marched with their mouths taped up to 

protest at the free-speech implications of the arrests. The then local MP, Alan Simpson, 

spoke when the march stopped outside the universityôs library. (This protest then totally 

blocked the very path where the óWest Bank Wallô had been!) Sections from the Al 

Qaeda Training Manual were read out by staff members and students. I took no part in 

this demonstration. Protests are not what ex-soldiers do: my experience in Northern 

Ireland had rather been more about breaking them up. 

      Senior management had a low opinion of those involved in this demonstration. 

Despite the mantra being that óthe university is an open and free arena for debate and 

dissentô,
63

 the protestors were, noted the aforementioned Security Report, involved in, 

quote, óantics [which] were obviously designed to attract confrontationô.
64

 Publicly, of 

course, the message was different. Jonathan Ray, the universityôs then Communications 

Director, who was present at the demonstration, stated that Security Officers were 

ófacilitating rather than hinderingô the protest. (Well, one might point out that it would 

have been against the law if they had óhinderedô it; as it would if the police themselves 

had óhinderedô it.) Ray relates that he welcomed the ófact that demonstration [sic] was 

happening and that this is a campus where free expression and protest can be expected in 

a thriving Universityô.
65

 The difference in approach between this demonstration and the 

much smaller óWest Bank Wallô affair - where Security officers and police had been 

óhinderingô rather than ófacilitatingô ï was, of course, that the media had not been present 

at the latter.  

     Members of the universityôs senior management were later sent a host of emails 

complaining about the arrests. The case made world-wide news. The university then 

mobilised. It started to do what any large institution does when faced with problems of 
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 óBriefing Noteô, no page numbers. 
63

 The Education Guardian óA thorough and sensit  investigationô 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2008/may/24/highereducation.uk. 
64

 óSecurity Reportô, p.15. 
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 Email of Jonathan Ray to [name redacted] on 28 May 2008 at 16.29. 
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óimageô: setting out to protect that image, while seemingly not being too concerned as to 

how this was to be accomplished.  

     As soon as the wheels of the universityôs PR machine were set in motion, I began to 

doubt the veracity of some of the statements that were being put out. These came from 

either the then Vice-Chancellor, Sir Colin Campbell, or from Management Board. 

(Whereas the Registrar is the administrative head of the university, the Vice-Chancellor 

is rather more the figurehead - but the one who still wields ultimate power. Management 

Board is the cabinet: the body that órunsô the university. At Nottingham, the Management 

Board consists of the Vice-Chancellor, the Registrar and nine other senior members of 

staff ï mostly pro-vice chancellors.
66

) 

     After the furore over the arrests, emollient statements from Management Board began 

to appear on the universityôs web-based óportalô. If some information is to be transmitted 

to the university as a whole then the means to do this is via the portal. Using the portal, 

the Vice-Chancellor, very early in the proceedings, stressed the importance of staff and 

students within the university being told by him what had, quote, óactually happenedô. He 

said he had óauthorised the release of factually accurate statements of relevant events to 

the entire University communityô.
67

 Management Board backed this up on 23 May 2008 

by saying: óWe can assure you that the facts of the matter have been communicated 

accuratelyéby the Universityô.
68

 Then, on 27 May, Management Board declared that it 

had óa responsibility to ensure all staff and students receive an accurate account of recent 

eventsô.
69

 (The word óaccurateô, it will be noted, comes to assume a certain ubiquity). So 

the university community, it seemed, could certainly rest assured that what it was being 

told by the university were the ófactsô, and that these facts were óaccurateô. 

     But in its desire to provide these accurate facts the universityôs senior management 

group, of necessity, had to become involved in a zero-sum game: the more it justified its 

own position and its own version of óthe factsô the more it had to undermine the position 

of others. In effect, these óothersô had to take the blame. In this case, it was Sabir and 

Yezza, and a number of those in the university who had come to their support. 

     One particular action by the Vice-Chancellor now dragged me into the whole 

contretemps. Three colleagues of mine in the School of Politics had been concerned 

enough to write a post-arrests article in the UKôs leading university-sector journal, the 

Times Higher Education Supplement (THE). They saw implications for academic 

freedom and freedom of speech in general if individual students were being arrested for 

ópossessingô material that was not only freely available to other students, but which was 

also freely available from their own universityôs library. Moreover, anyone could buy it if 

they just went to Amazon or borrow it if they went to a public library. The authors were 

also concerned about the vagueness of the messages that the university was putting out. 

The Communications Director, Jonathan Ray, had, for instance, originally said the Al 
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 The members of Management Board at the time of the arrests were the Vice-Chancellor, Sir Colin 

Campbell; the Registrar, Dr Paul Greatrix, Professor David Greenaway (the current Vice-Chancellor), 

Professor Karen Cox, Professor Alan Dodson, Dr Eleanor Duthie, Professor Christine Ennew, Professor 

Christopher Rudd, Professor Saul Tendler, Professor Bob Webb and Mr Chris Thompson. 
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 Letter of Sir Colin Campbell to THE, óFreedom still reignsô, Times Higher Education, 19 June 2008, 

p.14.   
68

 Portal Message, University of Nottingham, 23 May 2008. 
69

 University of Nottingham portal message of 27 May 2008. 
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Qaeda Training Manual was ónot legitimate research materialô. He then later corrected 

himself, telling the Education Guardian that: 

 

if youôre an academic or a registered student then you have every good 

cause to access whatever material your scholarship requires. But there is 

an expectation that you will act sensibly within current UK law and 

wouldnôt send it on to any Tom, Dick or Harry.
70

 

 

So a student can access óterrorist materialô, but then not hand it on to anyone else? And 

this was part of ócurrent UK lawô? So that made everything clear. Such behaviour was 

typical of the university at this point and seemed to be undermining what the three 

authors of this THE piece took óacademic freedomô and civic freedom to mean. The 

situation, they noted, seemed perverse and dangerous for both students and academics 

alike.
71

  

    The University of Nottinghamôs hierarchy was less than content with this article. Two 

weeks later, in the THE of 19 June, there was a rejoinder letter from Vice-Chancellor Sir 

Colin Campbell. In this he said that the óclaimsô made by my three colleagues were 

óentirely false and bear little relation to the factsô.
72

 

     As a result of this letter, and by way of demanding an explanation for such an 

accusation from their Vice-Chancellor, one of the three lecturers involved, Dr Alf Nilsen, 

wrote to his immediate superior - the then Head of the School of Politics, Professor 

Simon Tormey. He told him that óat the very least we should have an apology for what is 

an entirely unjustified claim by the highest authority of the universityô.
73

 I agreed. Thus 

far, and perhaps to my shame, I had taken no part in the protest activity on campus. 

However, this letter from the Vice-Chancellor critical of my three friends did get me 

energised. Sir Colin had basically called them liars. To be defamed thus by their own 

Vice-Chancellor (who was, at the time, the highest paid university vice-chancellor in the 

country) was simply unconscionable. 

     I myself then wrote a letter to the THE to complain about the Vice-Chancellorôs 

totally unwarranted choice of words.
74

 This was, though, to be a missive with 

consequences. I came to be accused by my university of producing, quote, óhigh profile 

negative media outputô.
75

 I was now in trouble. 

     But with my dander now up, I also wrote to the Registrar to complain about several 

issues. The first was that he had announced in one portal message that, óAny references to 

ñarmed policeò on campus are wrongéThere wereécertainly no gunsô.
76

 And the 

Communications Director, Jonathan Ray, had added: óThey [sic] were never armed police 

                                                 
70

 Polly Curtis and Martin Hodgson, óStudent researching al-Qaida tactics held for six daysô, Education 

Guardian online at http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2008/may/24/highereducation.uk. Taken from 

document held by University of Nottingham. 
71

 Dr Bettina Renz, Dr Alf Nilsen, Dr Vanessa Pupavac, óThe Nottingham Two and the War on Terrorô, 

Times Higher Education, 6 June 2008, p.12. 
72

 Campbell, óFreedom still reignsô. 
73

 Email of Dr Alf  Nilsen to Professor Simon Tormey on 20 June 2008 at 13.28. 
74

 Rod Thornton, óNottingham: why I have to speak outô, Times Higher Education, 26 June 2008, p.13. 
75

 óSecurity Reportô, p.14. 
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 From email sent by Registrar to university on 23 May 23 2008 at 12.33. 
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on campusô.
77

 This I thought was just plain daft. Of course the police were armed. These 

were counter-terrorism police officers; it goes with their territory. (What if they had been 

faced on campus by a suicide bomber when they got there ï would they have drawn their 

truncheons and warned him as to his future conduct?) The university, by peddling such 

nonsense, was clearly trying to manage any ónegative media outputô ï but doing it very 

badly.
78

 (Sabir, indeed, did later meet a police officer (whose badge number can be 

produced) who said that he had been on campus the day of the arrests and that he had 

been armed.) 

     Another portal message that offended me had it that:  

 

Contrary to claims by some within the University, those involved have 

been contacted by the University at the most senior level of academic 

management responsibility and have indeed been offered support and an 

opportunity to discuss recent events in detail.
79

 

 

I took issue with this because neither I, nor the other two lecturers who I knew at the time 

had been interviewed by the police, had been ócontactedô by anyone in the university. 

And certainly, Sabir and Yezza had not. They had been left, unvisited and unsupported, 

in a police cell for six days. This portal message had also tried to play down the whole 

issue of the arrests and the police presence on campus. It had all been ólow-keyô, this 

message had said. I wrote to the Registrar to say that it was hardly ólow-keyô for Yezza, 

Sabir and Sabirôs family.  

     These early portal messages, with their evident pro-university spin, gave me the first 

inkling that the óUniversity of Nottinghamô was not quite behaving as it should. I had no 

idea then, though, that this was merely the thin end of a very much larger wedge. 

 

The ócollective decisionô 

There was another debateable aspect to these messages being put out on the portal by 

senior management in the weeks after the arrests. This related to who had actually called 

in the police. In defending the universityôs position, Sir Colin, in one of his ófactually 

accurate statementsô, had described the institutionôs response to the original finding of the 

documents in his letter to the THE: ó 

 

                                                 
77

 Although Jonathan Rayôs name is redacted in this email it is obvious it is him. From email sent by 

[redacted] to [redacted] on [redacted] at [redacted]. 
78

 I later saw an undated draft portal message prepared by the Registrar. This stated that, óThere was no 

armed police involvement. Both the police and Counter Terrorism Unit have made this clear to Times 

Higher Education and other media outletsô. This last sentence did not appear in the final version. This is 

because, clearly, it was not true. Point 5 on Registrarôs draft portal statement, undated. In fact, and it only 

became clear in BIS documentation released over two years later, there were no weapons drawn in the 

actual arrests. The phrase used in a BIS report was: óno firearms were used during the arrestsô. But the 

police were armed. Unattributed note given to BIS entitled óNottingham Universityô, undated. The 

university, in fact, is very secretive about having armed police on campus. In the summer of 2010 police 

snipers with actual rifles were seen on campus as part of a large police presence; but no announcement was 

ever made as to why they were there. There were, though, reports of a óstudent gunmanô on campus. 
79

 University of Nottingham portal message of 23 May 2008, óMessage to all concerned staffô. 
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We became concerned. The University had to make a risk assessment - no 

panic, no hysteria, just a straightforward risk assessmentéOur concerns 

were conveyed to the police as the appropriate body to investigate (no 

judgement was made by us)ô.
80

 

 

(This latter statement - óno judgement was made by usô - comes to develop a certain 

piquancy as events progressed.) Indeed, elsewhere both Vice-Chancellor and 

Management Board talk of a ócollective decisionô to call in the police after a órisk 

assessmentô has been conducted by, quote, óThe Vice-Chancellor, Registrar and senior 

management of the University [who] decided the police were the only appropriate 

investigating authorityô.
81

 

     This, though, was a lie. There had been no órisk assessmentô. There had been no 

ócollective decisionô.  

     Official university documents make clear (as noted earlier) that the police had been 

called in either by senior security staff (Stuart Croy) without the Registrarôs knowledge, 

or the Registrar himself had ordered his security staff to do it. No-one else was involved. 

The Registrar records in his statement to the police (repeated in the Security Report) that 

he alone had made the decision to call them in. (And the Security Report itself confirms 

this: óThe Registrar viewed the material and decided it was a matter for police 

attentionô.
82
) Moreover, the Registrarôs actual written statement to the police was made a 

full week after the police were first called in. Thus it was made a full week after any 

ócollective decisionô to call in the police - and after a órisk assessmentô - would have been 

made. Of course, if these two processes had occurred then the Registrar would have 

referred back to them in his police statement. But he makes no mention at all of any 

consultations; indeed, he seems to want to make it plain that the calling in of the police 

was his decision and his alone. He wants to take full credit; even a week later. There is 

much use of the first-person singular in his police statement: óI can sayéI can seeéI 

thinkéô, but there is no use at all of the first-person plural (in contrast to the Vice-

Chancellorôs letter to the THE above). The Registrar clearly notes: óI had a duty to notify 

the policeéI am responsible for the formation of policies and procedures within the 

Universityô.
83

 Indeed, nowhere in his statement to the police does the Registrar make any 

mention of even so much as the Head of Security being involved in this decision-making 

process. 

     Indeed, Gary Stevens, the Head of Security, confirms this all in an email of 22 May 

2008 to a raft of senior figures: i.e. the Vice-Chancellor, Sir Colin Campbell; the 

Registrar, Dr Paul Greatrix; the Communications Director, Jonathan Ray; the Director of 

Student Operations and Support, Stephen Dudderidge; the Head of Human Resources, 

Jaspal Kaur, and others. Stevens tells all these people: óthe Registrar quite rightly made 

                                                 
80

 Campbell, óFreedom still reignsô. This mantra, óno judgement was made by usô was obviously an official 

University of Nottingham message. It is also included in an email, for example, to the BBC from Jonathan 

Ray (Communications Director) to Tim Utton, Lindsay Brooke and Emma Rayner (of Radio 4) on 3 July 

2008 at 10.47. 
81

 University of Nottingham portal message of 27 May 2008 
82

 óSecurity Reportô, p.1 
83

 Ibid. 
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the decision to report the matter to the Police through University Securityô.
84

 So the 

university hierarchy obviously knew that no risk assessment had taken place. They knew 

this because - obviously - they had not been involved in the decision. And they also knew 

because they had been told that they had not been involved. So we can say with no little 

certainty that there was no collective decision and there was no risk assessment. Only 

two people, at most, were involved in the decision to call in the police ï the Registrar and 

the Head of Security (although with the Deputy Head of Security, Stuart Croy, being 

something of a joker in the pack). 

     So why, one might ask and given all this, did Management Board put out portal 

statements saying that they were involved in these processes? The Vice-Chancellor, let us 

remind ourselves, had wanted his staff to know what had óactually happenedô. He had 

óauthorised the release of factually accurate statementsô.
85

 And Management Board had 

said: óWe can assure you that the facts of the matter have been communicated 

accuratelyéby the Universityô.
86

 And Management Board had said it had óa 

responsibility to ensure all staff and students receive an accurate account of recent 

eventsô.
87

 These statements - and no matter how many times the word óaccurateô was 

used in them - were not true.  

     But whereas the Vice-Chancellor was capable of telling public untruths, he had more 

difficulty telling a government minister something that was not factually accurate. The 

minister in question was Bill Rammell, the then Minister for Further and Higher 

Education at the BIS. Sir Colin had told him in a letter that, óthe Registrar, in discussion 

with our Head of Security, referred the matter to the Policeô.
88

 So the Vice-Chancellor 

was here confirming to the minister that the only person ï if any ï that the Registrar 

consulted before calling in the police was the Head of Security. This is much nearer the 

truth. And let us be clear again here: this was the highest-paid Vice-Chancellor in the 

country telling his university, the media and the public one thing ï the ócollective 

decision/risk assessmentô line - and yet to a government minister he is giving a 

completely different story. The former had been lied to, the latter told the truth. 

     This was the same Sir Colin Campbell who, it will be recalled, had earlier written to 

the THE to berate my three friends and to say that the article they had written was 

óentirely false and bore little relation to the factsô. He had wrongly accused them of not 

telling the truth, while in actuality he was the one guilty of not telling the truth. Sir Colin 

was a knight of the realm. 

     Sir Colin had also not even been entirely truthful to Mr Rammell. In his letter to him 

he refers to the original finding of óan electronic copy of an Al Qaeda Training Manualô. 

The first problem with such a statement is in the use of the article. It was not óanô Al 

Qaeda training manual, it was óTheô Al Qaeda Training Manual. There is a world of 

difference between the two. The former implies a manual used to train Al Qaeda 

                                                 
84

 (Head of Security) to Sir Colin Campbell, Paul Greatrix, Jonathan Ray, Stephen Dudderidge, Jaspal 

Kaur, et al, on 22 May 2008 at 14.43. 
85

 Campbell, óFreedom still reignsô. 
86

 University of Nottingham portal message, 23 May 2008. 
87

 University of Nottingham portal message of 27 May 2008. 
88

 Letter of Vice-Chancellor Sir Colin Campbell to [name redacted ï but Bill  Rammell] dated 9 September 

2008.  

http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/084-2.jpg
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402458
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402458
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402458
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402458
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402458
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402458
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402458
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402458
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402458
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402458
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402458
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=402458
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-86.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-86.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-86.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-86.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-86.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-86.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-86.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-86.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-86.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-86.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-86.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-86.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-86.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-86.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-86.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-86.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-86.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-86.pdf
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-25.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVyTqs0W1-FFafnSR3VUeOpoeKvw
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf


28 

 

operatives, while the latter refers to a freely available library book. Thus the minister was 

being given a false impression.  

     This misuse of the article in this instance comes to have profound and, for Rizwaan 

Sabir, life-changing consequences. For, having told the minister that it was óanô Al Qaeda 

training manual then it comes as no surprise that this óoffendingô document subsequently 

comes to be called óan AQ training manualô by both the BIS and by the Home Office.
89

 

And that Mr Rammell comes to refer to the presence of óextremist materials on campusô 

at the University of Nottingham.
90

 And the Home Office also uses the phrase óan Al 

Qaeda training manualô because, presumably, Sir Colin was just as cavalier with the 

actualité when he wrote to the Home Secretary, Jacqui Smith, as he had been in writing to 

Mr Rammell. (Evidence exists to show that Sir Colin did write to the Home Office as 

well, but his letter to the Home Secretary has not been made available.) And, of course, 

Sir Colin had also not deigned to mention to Mr Rammell (and presumably to the Home 

Office and Jacqui Smith) the fact that ótheô Al Qaeda Training Manual was also available 

as a library book in his own university. Why did he not do this? 

     Mr Rammell was also told by Sir Colin that since Sabir was ónot an academicéthere 

are no issues of academic freedomô involved in the case. But if Rizwaan Sabir was being 

told that it was óillegalô for him - and only for him - to use a library book that was freely 

available to all other students in the University of Nottingham and across Mr Rammellôs 

entire university sector and, indeed, to anyone in the country, then the issue actually 

raised is one of something much more serious than any infringing of academic freedom, 

it is that of a university denying freedom per se.   

 

A pre-judgement 

This aspect of the university not telling the truth about having conducted a risk 

assessment is not some piece of esoteric trivia. Its absence meant that two innocent men 

ended up in custody and have had their lives forever scarred. The University of 

Nottingham was legally obliged to carry out a risk assessment in order to show it was 

discharging its statutory duty of care. Indeed, the university had also ignored the 

guidelines of Mr Rammellôs government department. A BIS publication had already 

mandated how universities should react when faced with a situation such as the one that 

presented itself at the University of Nottingham. This publication, with the minister, Bill 

Rammell, himself writing the foreword, was called óPromoting good campus relations, 

fostering shared values and preventing violent extremism in Universities and Higher 

Education Collegesô. This document made the point that: 

 

It is vital that students and staff are able to research violent extremism, its 

causes and associated literature. However, the law sets boundaries 

regarding publications that may promote or incite violence. Universities 

                                                 
89

 óNottingham University. Backgroundô. Document released by Home Office, undated, p.11. óNottingham 

University. Backgroundô. Document released by BIS, undated, p.2. 
90

 BIS document, óLines to take [to the media] on recent Nottingham arrestsô, undated. 
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with concerns on whether the content of a publication may break the law 

should seek legal advice.
91

 

 

Two things are obvious here. The first is that the government is establishing that óviolent 

extremisméand associated literatureô needs to be researched. Hence, so does material 

like the Al Qaeda Training Manual. The second point is that the University of 

Nottingham, before calling in the police, should have sought legal advice. The Registrar 

clearly did not do so before he called in the police. The university thus did not follow 

government guidelines. 

     Mr Rammellôs guidelines also make clear that universities should have in place a órisk 

management processô for dealing with just such an incident as the one at Nottingham. 

This is so that UK universities conform to the European Convention on Human Rights 

(ECHR). And in order that universities do conform they must ódemonstrate that: the 

decision has been reached after careful considerationé[and is]ébased on evidenceô.
92

 

The Registrar, in his ódecisionô to call in the police, clearly could not ódemonstrateô this. 

The university thus, it would seem, contravened the ECHR. 

     Furthermore, these government guidelines go on to say that: 

 

In essence, any action taken must be a reasonable response to the 

perceived or actual threat and must be proportionate to the situation. HE 

[Higher Education] institutions need to be able to show that any decision 

has been based on consideration of all available information and is 

sound.
93

  

 

The Registrar clearly did not follow such direction before he called in the police. He did 

not óconsider all available informationô, and therefore his decision cannot have been 

ósoundô. 

     And here is why senior management were so anxious to say that a collective decision 

had been made, and a risk assessment conducted. They needed to show that they were 

both following government guidelines and were operating in accordance with the ECHR. 

Indeed, with their duty of care in mind, they knew it would have been criminally 

negligent of them not to have followed the above guidance.  

     But the other question here is that if Mr Rammell was told by the Vice-Chancellor that 

óthe Registrar, in discussion with our Head of Security, referred the matter to the Policeô, 

he was basically also being told that his own departmental guidelines (for which he wrote 

the foreword) had not been followed.
94

 Where was the evidence that the University of 

Nottingham had sought ólegal adviceô? Where was the evidence they had enacted a órisk 

assessment processô? Where was the evidence that the decision to call in the police was 

óbased on consideration of all available informationô and was ósoundô? The University of 

Nottingham had just basically ignored Mr Rammellôs guidelines and yet he seems 

                                                 
91

 Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills (DIUS ï now BIS), óPromoting good campus 

relations, fostering shared values and preventing violent extremism in Universities and Higher Education 

Collegesô (2008), p.12. 
92

 Ibid, Annex C: óLegislative Frameworkô, p.24. 
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 Ibid. 
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 Letter of Vice-Chancellor Sir Colin Campbell to [name redacted ï but Bill  Rammell].  
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unconcerned. One of his ólines to takeô with the media was that he should say that 

óNottingham University staff acted responsiblyô.
95

 Really? 

     The university had also said that óno judgement was made by usô.
96

 When I first saw 

this statement the phrase ómethinks they doth protest too muchô came to mind. What it 

meant, of course, was that they had made a ójudgementô. In fact the university hierarchy 

had done more than this; they had made a ópre-judgementô. And this brings us back to the 

quotation used at the beginning of this article. The universityôs pre-judgement was 

exactly the type that Canon Giles Fraser, the Canon Chancellor of St Paulôs Cathedral, 

and in discussing Islamophobia in this country, had warned about. He wrote that óThe 

very point about a pre-judgement is that it is a conclusion reached before the complexity 

of the world is allowed to make any difference. The facts are forced to fit a pre-formed 

pictureô.
97

 

     Sabir and Yezza had clearly been pre-judged. The security staff, the hierarchy and the 

Management Board of the University of Nottingham already had their ópre-formed 

pictureô. They had their own óorthodoxyô. Their presumption was not that the three 

documents found were harmless and could be explained away innocently once a few 

questions had been asked; rather their presumption - but without any background 

supporting context - was that these were actually dangerous documents that were, quote, 

óillegalô and had óno valid reason to exist whatsoeverô. 

     But, of course, the university hierarchy and its Management Board could not publicly 

admit to the fact that they were involved in a pre-judgement. They had to create a picture 

of a university in control of events; making measured, reasoned decisions that included a 

proper risk assessment. Thus the University of Nottingham had good cause to engage in 

this series of fabrications that indicated that they were following government guidelines. 

     Of course, and despite his statement to the police and despite its being replete with the 

use of the first person, the Registrar - and for public consumption ï comes later to follow 

the party line. In many future emails and portal messages, either as an individual or as 

part of Management Board, the Registrar adopts the órisk assessment/collective decisionô 

version of events. For example, in an email to the author in June 2008 he stated, in regard 

to the original calling in of the police, that, óIn the situation we were forced [sic ófacedô] 

with we had to make an assessment of the risk to our staff, our students and the wider 

communityô.
98

 So now the first-person plural appears. 

     As has been noted, the Registrarôs statement to the police, in which he avers that it 

was his decision alone to call them in, appears in the aforementioned post-arrests Security 

Report. Such a report was also available for Management Boardôs perusal. This heavily 

redacted report is undated but it is clear it was written in late June 2008 ï some weeks 

after the arrests. Remarkably, though, while confirming that it was the Registrar who had 

made the decision to call in the police, the report then goes on to contradict itself by 

listing what had been presented to the outside world by Management Board in its portal 

messages ï including those stating that the calling in of the police had been a ócollective 

                                                 
95

 BIS document, óLines to take on recent Nottingham arrestsô, undated.  
96

 Campbell, óFreedom still reignsô. 
97

 Fraser, óIslamophobia is the moral blind spot of todayôs Britainô.   
98

 Stresses added. In an email to the author of 24 June from Dr Paul Greatrix (Registrar) entitled óThe Case 

of Rizwaan Sabirô.  
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decisionô.
99

 So one activity described in this Security Report was flatly contradicting 

another. This seemed, again, to verge on the bizarre. Here in this Report was 

confirmation - but in writing ï of what Management Board knew anyway: that they were 

not telling the truth. But what sort of stupidity is it that leads to reports (like this one) 

being written which confirm that Management Board had been lying? 

     The Vice-Chancellor, the Registrar and the whole of Management Board ï at the very 

least ï would appear to be involved in an operation to mislead both the personnel of the 

university and the outside world more generally. The front they presented of a considered 

response hid the actuality of a panicky, knee-jerk reflex informed by a pre-judgement. 

Prior to the calling in of the police, no checks at all had been made. This was unfair on 

Sabir and Yezza. They had a right to expect better given the duty of care the university 

owed them.  

     And senior managementôs fabrications did not end with who did or did not call in the 

police. In fact, a series of further falsehoods came to appear on the universityôs portal. 

   

The portal statement of 9 July 2008 

For reasons of space here I cannot go through all the portal messages with all their 

obvious óinaccuraciesô. I will, though, give just one example of a portal statement put out 

to the university community by Management Board. This is from 9 July 2008. It sets the 

general tone and establishes leitmotifs for the behaviour of the universityôs hierarchy for 

the next two years and more. 

     Now some weeks after the arrests, the message of this date clearly shows the 

university becoming ever more defensive. Management Board made the mistake that 

many institutions do when faced with issues that might damage their reputation: they 

tried too hard to defend themselves. The Board now wanted (using the fatal phrase) óto 

note a few additional pointsô regarding the situation surrounding the arrests. The first 

ópointô related to óterrorist materialsô. óIt is clearô, this portal message read, óthat there is 

no ñrightò to access and research terrorist materialsô. But no-one had ever said that the 

case of Sabir and Yezza involved óterrorist materialsô. The police had not; they had never 

referred to any óterrorist materialsô. So why now was the university? The police, in their 

post-arrest letter of advice to Sabir, had said that the Al Qaeda Training Manual ócontains 

information of a kind likely to be useful to a person committing or preparing an act of 

terrorismô. In such phrasing the police were employing the catch-all description often 

used in such circumstances. It is a description that can include the likes of train 

timetables, hair bleach or photographs of everything from shopping centres to London 

buses. The possession of all these have led to arrests under the Terrorism Act 2000. The 

vast majority of those arrested, though, including foreign tourists in London, were 

completely innocent. The universityôs Management Board were taking the words of the 

police and spinning them to aid their own defensive stance; to suit, in essence, their own 

orthodoxy. The university community was basically being told that these two men had 

possessed óterrorist materialsô. This was simply not true. They had ópossessedô three 

documents from their own universityôs library. There is something of a difference.  

     Secondly, this portal statement notes that óIt is clear that there is no ñrightò to access 

and research terrorist materialséThis is the law and applies to all universitiesô. This is 
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itself not true. Everyone in the UK has the right to óaccess and research terrorist 

materialsô. This was confirmed by the Court of Appeal judges led by the Lord Chief 

Justice in a judgement of 13 February 2008 (the óBradford Caseô). He said that any 

member of the public had a órightô, not only to óaccessô terrorist materials, but also to 

ópossessô them. His judgement made clear that óthe intention of the legislation [the 

Terrorism Act 2000] had been to criminalise possession of items that might be used in 

making a bombô, not mere óliteratureô. According to the judgement, óLiterature may be 

stored in a book or on a bookshelf, or on a computer drive, without any intention on the 

part of the possessor to make any future use of it at allô.
100

 The crime would only come if 

someone then went on to use such literature to plan or to execute a terrorist act. Until that 

happens all literature remains benign and free for anyone to use. The Al Qaeda Training 

Manual is mere literature (and, moreover, does not tell óterroristsô how to make a bomb). 

Hence, even if we were not talking about a library book here, Sabir had  a perfect right, if 

he wanted, to send actual óterrorist materialsô to Yezza, and Yezza had a perfect right to 

store those óterrorist materialsô on his ócomputer driveô.   

     It must also be pointed out here that one of the items of literature that the Lord Chief 

Justice was specifically referring to in the Bradford Case was none other than this very 

same Al Qaeda Training Manual. Thus the highest legal authority in the land had judged 

that anyone in the UK could ópossessô - specifically - the Al Qaeda Training Manual. So 

why, one might ask, was the universityôs hierarchy, having taken ï it said ï legal advice 

(after the two had been released), telling its employees and students something that 

simply was not true? These legal advisers must have been aware of the Bradford Case; 

the judgement in question had, after all, only occurred some three months before the May 

2008 arrests.  

     The university carried on with its own particular take on the law in this portal 

statement of 9 July. It described the legal advice it says it had received: óWe have been 

advised that the document in question was one which others have been arrested and 

prosecuted for possessingô. This again was not true. No-one has ever been arrested and 

prosecuted for possessing, on its own, the Al Qaeda Training Manual.
101

 

     Much later, and on this issue, I made a request under FoI legislation. I asked the 

university to produce evidence of the legal advice it says it had received. The university 

failed to produce any such evidence, saying this advice was protected by ólegal privilegeô. 

However, this particular protection should not have applied in this case as the advice 

itself had already been made public, i.e. we all knew what the advice was since the 

university had told us. I just wanted to know where such erroneous advice had come 

from. I then asked Robert Dowling, the universityôs Data Protection Officer and 

Management Board member, for confirmation that such legal advice actually existed (as 

he is required to do by the FoI legislation). He wrote to say that the legal advice did exist 

but that he had not seen it: óIt is not my responsibility to see the informationéô
102

 So 

how, then, can he say it exists? Rizwaan Sabir has also used both FoI and DPA requests 

to try to gain access to this same legal advice and to find its source. He was likewise 

turned down. 
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The gospel according to Management Board 

Later in this 9 July portal statement we come to yet another twisting of the facts by the 

university. This relates to the abovementioned letter given by the police to Sabir on his 

release on 20 May. óIn seeking clarificationô, the portal message noted, óabout the 

contents of this letter from the Police we also sought further information about the nature 

of the ñAl Qaeda Training Manualòô. But there was something wrong here. It had been 

the case, at the time of the arrests, that it was the police themselves who were looking to 

university personnel to pass judgement on the Al Qaeda Training Manual ï hence the 

hunt for Professor McGuirk and the use of his ójudgementô in the policeôs first note to 

Sabirôs lawyer. It was a university judgement that had led to the arrests ï not a police one. 

Now Management Board was turning this around and giving the impression to the 

university community that it was the university hierarchy that was looking to the police 

for óadviceô. 

     And then there is the passage in this portal message:  

 

One specific comment relates to the letter of advice issued to Rizwaan 

Sabir by the Police following his release in which it is made clear that 

there were no grounds for him to be in possession of the ñAl Qaeda 

Training Manualò. 

 

This ócommentô makes it sound as if it was the police who were ómaking clearô the 

ógroundsô in their letter of advice (the existence of which the vast majority of personnel 

in the university would be unaware of). The police, of course, had actually written 

(stresses added) that:  

 

The University authorities have now made clear that possession of this 

material is not required for the purpose of your [Sabirôs] course of study 

nor do they consider it legitimate for you to possess it for research 

purposes. 

 

The police themselves were passing no judgement. They had made it clear that it was the 

university ï alone ï that was doing that. Management Board, in its portal statement was, 

however, making it appear as if the police were responsible. Thus Management Board 

had not only imparted a little of their own particular spin to events, they were well on 

their way to creating a whole new reality. Again, we have to revisit Sir Colinôs assertion 

that he was telling his university what had óactually happenedô, and that he had 

authorised the release of ófactually accurate statementsô. And we remember Management 

Board saying: óWe can assure you that the factséhave been communicated accuratelyô. 

     Next in this same portal statement comes the universityôs assertion that, óDifferent 

versions of the ñAl Qaeda Training Manualò exist but in this case the document was an 

operational or tactical manual rather than a political or strategic documentô. Here, it 

seemed, was the analysis I had given to the police coming back at me ï but in a very 

different form! And also in a form that was not true. All versions of the Al Qaeda 

Training Manual (and the only difference between them relates to what has been left out) 

contain the same mix of political, strategic, religious, operational and tactical guidance. 
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The version that had led to the arrests was in no way any more ótacticalô than many other 

versions and, of course, the most ótacticalô version available (because it has nothing 

removed) is the one on the shelves of the University of Nottinghamôs library.  

     The university was itself, like the FBI in the past, clearly trying to ósex upô this 

document - or at least the version that had led to the arrests. The particular version of the 

Al Qaeda Training Manual involved here, said the university in this portal statement, was 

ósignificantly different from documents with the same title which are listed by some 

online booksellersô. This was also blatantly untrue. The version that was found on 

Yezzaôs computer, which the police said (according to the Registrar) was taken from the 

US DoJ website, is chapter for chapter, page for page, and word for word exactly the 

same as the only version then available on Amazon: that is, the book by Pavilion Press (at 

145 pages). And this version (US DoJ and Amazon) is, moreover, and I repeat, 

significantly shorter and less detailed than the one I obtained later on inter-library loan. 

Thus, and it bears repeating until I turn blue, the fullest version of the Al  Qaeda Training 

Manual, and the one with the most óoperationalô and ótacticalô contents, always was - 

and still is - the version available from the universityôs own library. 

     At this juncture it is probably useful to confirm that it was the US DoJ version that 

Sabir had downloaded and sent to Yezza. In the Security Report, the Registrar states that 

he had óbeen informed, in confidence, that the version of the Al Qaeda training manual 

held by Yezza was obtained from the US DoJ websiteô.
103

 Sixteen months later, in 

November 2009, we find out who this óconfidentialô source was. This confirmation came 

in an inquiry (instigated by myself) into the Registrarôs behaviour (see below). This was 

conducted by the universityôs Chief Financial Officer (CFO). In his report it was noted by 

the CFOôs investigator that the Registrar had óstated that he had been informed by the 

Police that the version of the AQTM held by [name redacted, but presumably Yezza] was 

obtained from the US Department of Justice web siteô.
 
So we have here confirmation that 

the version of the Al Qaeda Training Manual that led to the arrests was, definitively, that 

from the US DoJ website. 

     The Al Qaeda Training Manual, and despite what members of the universityôs senior 

management might suggest in its use of the word ótacticalô, does not, as has been said, 

contain instructions on how to make a bomb. In regards to óbombsô, all the manual does 

is merely to warn of the care needed in employing detonator cord and blasting caps 

(neither of which todayôs Al Qaeda-inspired terrorists use). The manual does not refer to 

the actual making of óexplosivesô at all. If the Al Qaeda Training Manual did have 

instructions on how to make bombs from hair bleach and pepper (or diesel and fertiliser 

or whatever) then it would be a different matter. But it would then not be published as 

several books and be on numerous US government websites. Indeed, the man responsible 

for investigating the 7/7 and 21/7 bombings in London, former Metropolitan Police 

Assistant Commissioner Andy Hayman, provides more information on bomb-making in 

his recent book, The Terrorist Hunters, than does the Al Qaeda Training Manual.
104

 The 

benign nature of this document is the reason why it is also available as a library book and 

is on Amazon ï because it simply does not give any information that can be of any real 

use to terrorists; or certainly no more information than a train timetable or a violent film. 
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If only this was the Al Qaeda Training Manual ï then we would all have nothing to fear 

from Mr bin Laden and his friends. This is a document that is so dated that it even talks 

of the use of óquill pensô!
105

 And it never once, for instance, mentions computers. Indeed, 

under ócommunications meansô it talks of ósome modern devices, such as the facsimile 

machines and wirelessô!
106

 The Al Qaeda Training Manual is hardly the stuff of todayôs 

super-terrorist. 

 

The 9 July portal statement 

Just taken on its own as an example of a portal message this version of 9 July 2008 is 

illustrative of the fact that Management Board was not only twisting the words of the 

police to suit its own particular orthodoxy, but it was also engaging in outright 

falsehoods. There is barely a word of truth in this one portal statement. It was all done to 

make the university look innocent, and Sabir and Yezza to look guilty. The university 

hierarchy was portraying the institution as a bystander; an innocent body caught up in a 

situation not of its making. And again the use of certain language is giving the impression 

that the two innocent men - Sabir and Yezza - are somehow, and at the very least, ómixed 

upô in some nefarious activity. And while the university was able to defend its own 

position, using the likes of this portal system with its own version of óNewspeakô, Sabir 

and Yezza - two perfectly innocent men - did not have the benefit of such an organ to 

make any kind of defence against the accusations, slurs and insinuations being targeted at 

them by the hierarchy of the University of Nottingham. 

 

Senior managementôs reticence  

My questioning of what exactly went on in the University of Nottingham in regard to the 

arrests led to disciplinary action being taken against me. I had to be punished because, it 

would seem, I was not following the orthodoxy. In fact, like Winston Smith in George 

Orwellôs 1984, I was clearly displaying ósymptoms of unorthodoxyô.
107

 This seems to be 

expected. As Hannah Fearn recently pointed out in the THE, there is, at universities in the 

UK, an increasing óconsensus which treats principled dissent as a thought-crimeô and 

ómost worryingly, the replacement of truth by loyalty as the prime institutional valueô.
108

 

     I asked the Registrar to appear at one of my disciplinary hearings to explain how such 

portal statements as the one above came to be made. I was told he was not óa relevant 

witnessô, and so could not attend. I asked the Registrar and others in the university 

hierarchy - using FoI legislation - to produce the information on which the statements 

made in this portal message and its like were based. I did not get far. One of the problems 

here may have been the fact that all FoI and DPA requests to the university go through 

the Registrarôs Department. The Registrar himself has the right to look over all emails, 

other communications and notes that are scheduled for release. The Registrar, moreover, 
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has released hardly any emails that he himself sent in regards to the overall situation. It 

seems that the Registrar, the man who himself says he is ópersonally responsible for the 

formation of policies and procedures within the Universityô, dealt with the case of the 

arrests on campus and all the subsequent fallout by sending out only a handful of 

directing emails. It also seems to be remarkable that he is responsible for staff discipline 

within the university and yet managed to deal with the series of disciplinary actions 

against myself without once sending or receiving any emails related to them. I made a 

complaint about the lack of material released by the Registrar to Mr Dowling, the 

universityôs Data Protection Officer. I was then rewarded with the release of just one, 

inconsequential, extra email sent by the Registrar. On the other hand, the Registrar had 

earlier handed over an email of mine (without an FoI request) to two other academics in 

the university (Drs Macdonald Daly and Sean Matthews ï and more of these two later) 

who then used it to make (groundless) accusations against me. So the Registrar, it seems, 

kept back his own emails but freely distributed mine. Both actions, of course, contravene 

the universityôs statutes. 

     I and others recognised that there was a clear problem in the University of 

Nottingham. We thought that some negotiations with senior management might be 

beneficial. A week or so after the arrests, I, in my capacity as the universityôs óexpertô on 

terrorism, asked the Registrar (as did others) if he would engage in some discussions. I 

wrote to him saying, ówe all need to sit down and talk about this so that we can apprise 

senior management of various points and issues that you seem to be unaware of.ô
109

 He 

refused to see me. The Registrar and members of Management Board were also invited to 

attend open fora on campus where the case of the arrests was to be discussed. All such 

requests were turned down. The reason given by the Registrar was that since Yezza, after 

his release from custody, was still facing immigration charges, his case was therefore sub 

judice. 
110

As such, it was said, any discussions would be inappropriate.
111

 Leaving aside 

the issue of whether sub judice actually applies in an immigration case, which is doubtful, 

we could still have had discussions without once mentioning Yezzaôs immigration 

situation ï which, indeed, had nothing to do with the arrests on campus or the 

universityôs defensive portal messages. And, since Yezzaôs case dragged on until 

November 2009 (final verdict: leave to remain in the UK), no meeting ever took place 

with the Registrar or anyone else in senior management. I also asked to see the (current) 

Vice-Chancellor, Professor David Greenaway about the issue. He likewise would not see 

me.
112

 

     The Registrar, with the reason he gave for refusing to meet his staff, was actually not 

telling the truth. This became clear nearly three years later in a report (finally!) released 

                                                 
109

 Email of author to Registrar on 24 June 2008 at 13.21. 
110

 For instance, in an email of Professor Simon Tormey (former Head of School of Politics) he wrote to all 

his staff to say that: óDespite positive indications from the Registrar at the end of the week, I was notified 

yesterday by the PVC for the Faculty (Chris Rudd) that no such meeting would be able to take place in the 

foreseeable future. This is due to the affair being ósub judiceô.ô Email dated 27 May 2008 at 10.36. 
111

 For example, in an email of 25 September 2008 at 19.20, the Registrar, in response to an invitation to 

attend a Roundtable on Academic Freedom, tells a Professor in Sociology and Social Policy that, óIt is 

important that you understand that, given the ongoing legal proceedings in relation to Mr Yezza, it would 

be quite inappropriate for any University representativeô to attend. Also email (released under FoI) of 

Registrar to Dr Vanessa Pupavac, 4 July 2008 at 15.54.  
112

 Email of Vice-Chancellor Professor David Greenaway to author 9 October 2008 at 16.46    
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from Mr Rammellôs BIS. This made it clear that ósub judiceô had nothing to do with 

senior managementôs failure to engage with junior staff and students. The BIS report 

noted that: 

 

The university [of Nottingham] had chosen not to open discussions 

directly with staff and student groups because they feel that there is a real 

risk that this would escalate the issue.
113

 

 

So the Registrar and members of Management Board would not meet to discuss issues 

with staff because óthis would escalate the issueô? This wording here is doubtless 

Nottinghamspeak for ówe had better not face anyone because we will be asked awkward 

questions for which we have no answersô. Whatever happened to the University of 

Nottinghamôs claim that it óis committed to high standards of openness and 

accountabilityô? 

 

The óSecurity Reportô 

I referred earlier to this post-arrests Security Report prepared for Sir Colin Campbell and 

Management Board by the Head of Security and the Registrar. Apart from the issue 

concerning who first called in the police and whether or not a risk assessment had taken 

place, this report also displays some basic ignorance and engages in yet further untruths. 

In discussing the Al Qaeda Training Manual, for instance, it states that: 

 

It is classed as a tactical document which actually contains specific detail 

on how to kill someone rather than the more strategic document, freely 

available from Amazon, that talks about strategy and the effects of 

Terrorism. As an example the strategic document will tell you that a 

person can be killed by having their neck broken while the tactical 

document tells you exactly how to do it.
114

 

 

This is, of course, unparalleled nonsense. The difference between óstrategicô and ótacticalô 

is instruction on how to break necks!? And a óterroristô needs to be told that someone can 

be killed by having their neck broken? Leaving aside such silliness we are still left with 

some gross fabrications. As noted before, the version of the Al Qaeda Training Manual 

that Sabir had downloaded from the US DoJ website and the one available from Amazon 

are exactly the same. (I have a print-off from the US DoJ website and a copy of the book 

to prove this.) So the authors of the above statement were not telling the truth. They also 

do not, of course, know the difference between strategic and tactical. The reference, 

moreover, to the breaking of necks is quite simply a figment of someoneôs imagination. 

No version of the Al Qaeda Training Manual makes any mention of óthe breaking of 

necksô. The authors of this Security Report were not telling the truth ï again. 

     And so the orthodoxy in relation to the Al Qaeda Training Manual has truly taken 

hold. Jonathan Ray, the Communications Director, sums this up in an email he sent to 

                                                 
113

 Unattributed report released by BIS entitled óLocal Activity: Nottingham Universityô, undated.   
114

 óSecurity Reportô, p.8  
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other members of senior management. He criticises those in the university who were 

claiming that the Al Qaeda Training Manual was normal research material: 

 

This is all based on their understanding that the material was benign 

online bookshop ideology, rather than the tactical document we now know 

it to be. There will be some debate about ñit was still available online 

through a US government public websiteò, but being explicit about the 

text would be effective.
115

  

 

Now management could be óexplicitô. They knew all about this document; or rather they 

thought they did. 

     It is obvious that no-one writing this Report or anyone on Management Board had 

taken the time to actually read the Al Qaeda Training Manual. Why? Indeed, in 

November 2009 the Registrar stated in the abovementioned CFOôs inquiry that, óI 

havenôt looked at the copy of the AQTMésince I first saw itô (i.e. in May 2008).
116

 He 

would have seen it first on the evening of the arrests. He did not read it through then (or 

the other two journal articles). We know this because in the Security Report the Registrar 

says he merely óscanned all three documentsô at that time (knowing intuitively, it would 

seem, and as he said, that they óhad no valid reason to exist whatsoeverô). So he did not 

read them in May 2008 and he was now saying (in November 2009) that he had not 

looked at the Al Qaeda Training Manual since. He also produces another admission in 

November 2009, saying: óI havenôt looked at the US Dept of Justice website eitherô.
117

 

There is, moreover, no evidence that any other member of senior management had gone 

to the trouble of going to the library or to any website to check on what exactly it did 

contain. So how can the Registrar, the Vice-Chancellor and all the rest of Management 

Board go into print and say that the version Sabir downloaded was ósignificantly different 

from documents with the same title which are listed by some online booksellersô. How do 

they know? No-one, it appears, and certainly not the Registrar - who had said, óI have a 

highly responsible role regarding the reputation and running of our universityô - had 

checked. If he, or anyone, had checked then they would have found out that they were the 

same.   

    This university Security Report also records that the police handed both Sabir and 

Yezza a notice saying they had ómaterial in their possession of a kind likely to be useful 

to a person committing or preparing an act of terrorismô. This is true, of course, but it 

means nothing. As has been noted, ómaterialô on how to find your way around a shopping 

centre or how to buy an Underground ticket would also be óusefulô to a terrorist. Context 

here is everything. And with Sabir and Yezza there was no context. There was no context 

that could have made their possession of the Al Qaeda Training Manual in any way 

suspicious. And again, it was only this Al Qaeda Training Manual that was labelling 

them as suspects.  

                                                 
115

 Email of Jonathan Ray to Vice-Chancellor Sir Colin Campbell, Registrar Paul Greatrix, future Vice-

Chancellor Professor David Greenaway, Professor Christopher Rudd, Professor Diane Birch, Gary Steven 

(Head of Security) on 7 July 2008 at 19.17.  
116

 From notes of interview conducted with Registrar by representative of Mr Chris Thompson, 

Universityôs Chief Financial Officer, 27 October 2009.   
117

 Ibid. 
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     The Security Report then immediately goes on to say that óRiswaan [sic] had admitted 

possession and transmissionô. This was actually, in one sense, true. But it was again 

giving a false impression. The conjunction of the two above phrases - ópossession of 

terrorist materialsô and admitting ópossession and transmissionô - made it appear as if 

Sabir had admitted to ópossessing and transmittingô actual óterrorist materialsô. All he had 

done, though, was to say, óyes, mea culpa, I admit to sending a copy of a library book and 

two journal articles over the universityôs computer systemô. So this Security Report was 

imparting an unwarranted and malicious spin.  

     It would surely not be too much to ask, with several peopleôs livelihoods and 

reputations at stake - let alone the reputation of the university itself - that at least one 

person in just one position of responsibility in one of the top universities in the country 

would have taken a moment to check a document that was causing so much angst. And 

this in a situation, moreover, where it was the police who were relying on the university 

to make a ójudgementô. Again, Sabir and Yezza, at the very least, should have been owed 

that duty of care. 

     We see evidence here again of Canon Fraserôs ópre-judgementô idea. óThe factsô seem 

to have been óforced to fit a pre-formed pictureô.
118

 And, of course, the very fact that 

basic checks ï such as reading this offending document ï had not been carried out can 

only point to the fact that a pre-judgement had been made: there would be no need to 

verify what you already know. Why bother questioning what is patently the orthodoxy? It 

is as Orwell wrote, óOrthodoxy means not thinking ï not needing to think. Orthodoxy is 

unconsciousnessô.
119

 

     But would checks, one asks oneself, have been made if, to use the police officerôs 

words, this situation had involved a student who was óSwedish and blondeô? The question 

is rhetorical. 

 

The Crown Prosecution Service 

Perhaps the most serious aspect, though, of this university Security Report, relates to 

what the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) did or did not say. There is mention in the 

report of a visit made by the Registrar and the Head of Security to a Nottingham police 

station on 20 May 2008 just prior to the two menôs release later that day. Here the two 

met police officers and representatives of the CPS. The report notes that the CPS had 

decided not to pursue criminal proceedings against the two men. The report relates, in 

relation to the Al Qaeda Training Manual, that since Sabir had said: 

 

That he had only sent it to Hicham [Yezza] solely for the purpose of 

obtaining free printing services the Crown Prosecution Service had 

somewhat reluctantly accepted that, at the time but not of course in the 

future, they [Sabir and Yezza] had a reasonable excuse for possession.  

 

                                                 
118

 Fraser, óIslamophobia is the moral blind spot of todayôs Britainô.   
119

 Orwell, 1984, p.56. 
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There then follows a rather strange sentence: óThis of course does have wide reaching 

ramifications, especially in relation to others who have been convicted, imprisoned, 

awaiting trial or appeal in relation to possession of an Al Qaeda training manualô.
120

  

     I read this and thought it very peculiar. If we take the last sentence first. Just what 

would be the ówide reaching ramificationsô? Moreover, no-one has ever been convicted, 

imprisoned, put on trial, or involved in any appeal relating to just the (or óanô) Al Qaeda 

training manual. So we can ignore this last sentence. What is said here is just another 

invention of the Registrar and the Head of Security. 

    More importantly, though, and looking at the first sentence: why would the CPS think 

that it was acceptable for Sabir and Yezza to be in possession of what was, after all, a 

library book at the time of their arrests, but that they would not to be able to access this 

same library book óin the futureô? Where had this bizarre logic come from? Why were 

Sabir and Yezza being, in essence, banned from accessing a piece of literature? Under 

what version of English Law was this allowed to happen? 

     I also thought it extraordinary that the CPS would commit themselves in such a 

manner; especially using the words óreluctantlyô and óof courseô. Such subjective 

language would run counter to everything the CPS stands for. Their lawyers do not deal 

in shades of grey: either the evidence is there or it is not. And if they have doubts then 

they do not share them with ordinary members of the public ï such as Nottingham 

Universityôs Registrar and Head of Security. I wrote to the CPS office in London that 

deals with terrorism cases and whose personnel were present at this meeting. It was 

confirmed to me by them in writing that óCPS lawyers review cases in accordance with 

the Code for Crown Prosecutors. They do not ñreluctantly acceptò that people be charged 

or not chargedô.
121

 And, in order that there be no opportunity to dispute the CPSôs view, 

here is the full letter written to me by the Deputy Head of the Counter Terrorism Division 

of the CPS:  

 

Dear Dr Thornton, 

 

I refer to your letter dated 1 June 2010. 

 

As explained in my letter dated 26 May 2010 CPS lawyers review cases in 

accordance with the Code for Crown Prosecutors. They do not ñreluctantly 

acceptò that people be charged or not charged. 

 

As previously explained the advice given was that there was insufficient evidence 

on the facts in this particular case to prosecute. Any future possession of the 

manual [AQTM] would be a matter for the police to investigate if they decided it 

was appropriate to do so. 

 

Yours sincerelyé 

 

                                                 
120

 óSecurity Reportô, page number redacted  
121

 Letter to author from [name withheld], Deputy Head of Counter Terrorism Division, Crown Prosecution 

Service, 9 June 2010. 
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So the CPS had made themselves clear. And they were, moreover, definitively NOT 

saying that these two men would óof courseô not have óa reasonable excuse for 

possessionéin the futureô. They had a óreasonable excuseô for possession when they 

were arrested, and they would have a óreasonable excuseô, according to the CPS, in the 

future. The Security Report and its authors, the Registrar and the Head of Security, had 

also simply invented this aspect of the CPSôs original verdict. 

      The seriousness of this issue is obvious. Two very senior staff within the University 

of Nottingham appear to have put words into the mouths of the CPS and, in so doing, 

basically labelled Sabir and Yezza as men who were to some degree guilty of being 

óterroristsô. Again, an orthodoxy was being created (invented) to suit the line of 

university management.  

     And, having once claimed that óno judgement was made by usô, here again was the 

university itself making a ójudgementô, but actually saying that it was someone elseôs 

ójudgementô ï the CPSôs in this case. But surely these very senior academics on 

Management Board would have seen through this obvious anomaly and raised questions? 

We all know from watching any police drama on television how members of the CPS ï 

or, indeed, American District Attorneys ï behave. They simply do not give their personal 

opinions on cases to members of the public. Management Board must have known that 

what they were being told in this Security Report could not possibly have been true. But 

there is no record of any of the eleven members
122

 of this Board casting any doubts. 

Why? And surely the Professor of Law on Management Board, Diane Birch, would have 

brought the Registrar and Head of Security to task here? Why was I the only one to write 

to the CPS to try and verify what they had actually said? Why was I the only who cared? 

     Having a collective cover-up over who exactly called in the police was one thing, but 

this was quite another. This constituted a ósentenceô on the two men being passed by the 

university. Management Boardôs acceptance of a CPS óverdictô that could not possibly 

have been made must mean, one assumes, that Management Board were quite happy to 

go along with the line they were being spun. They, it would appear, assumed that Sabir 

and Yezza had some links to óterroristô activity and therefore had something to answer 

for. Here was the malign groupthink at work again.  

     All this, to my mind, and at the very least, was providing an excuse for the future 

harassment of Sabir - as he continued with his studies - by senior members of the 

university and, moreover, by those below them in the university rank structure who 

wanted to impress their bosses. The way to impress such bosses, as ever, was to display 

unqualified loyalty. This is what the institution most demanded of its staff: loyalty. But 

even Alexsei Stakhanov himself would surely have blushed if he had been witness to 

some of the zeal that was to be exhibited by a number of individuals in the university. 

Some positively fell over themselves to prove their own commitment to the orthodoxy of 

their lords and masters. This zeal was both astonishing and, to my mind, disgraceful.  

 

Blame game 

                                                 
122

 Vice-Chancellor Sir Colin Campbell; the Registrar, Dr Paul Greatrix, Professor David Greenaway (the 

current Vice-Chancellor), Professor Karen Cox, Professor Alan Dodson, Dr Eleanor Duthie, Professor 

Christine Ennew, Professor Christopher Rudd, Professor Saul Tendler, Professor Bob Webb and Mr Chris 

Thompson. 
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Big corporations and institutions will always try and avoid taking any blame when there 

is blame to be apportioned. There are always other, smaller, actors around who are 

conveniently available to do that. To the university, all of this furore cannot have been 

the fault of anyone on Management Board. And it could not, obviously, have been the 

fault of the police. So, apart from Sabir and Yezza, who was there left to blame? A 

convenient ófall-guyô was found in the shape of the universityôs School of Politics. So let 

us now look at this particular aspect of the case ï how a public institution tries to cover 

for its own mistakes by blaming (yet more) innocent parties. 

     The way the wind was blowing was clear from the Briefing Note written, again, by the 

Head of Security and the Registrar for perusal by the Vice-Chancellor and the rest of 

Management Board. It was composed slightly before the above Security Report (i.e. 

about six weeks after the arrests). This Briefing Note records:  

 

It appears that, in this case, Riswaan [sic] Sabir was poorly advised and 

not supported by the School [of Politics]. There seems to be a view by 

some in his School that any material relating to Terrorism is legitimate for 

research, without any regard for the law. The cost of the absence of 

support for this student has been huge for him but also for staff in the 

University.
123

  

 

So now it was clear. The óblameô could clearly be laid at the door of the School of 

Politics because some of its members did not provide ósupportô, and had no óregard for 

the lawô. However, the óview by some in his School that any material relating to 

Terrorism is legitimate for researchô was actually held by no-one I knew in the School of 

Politics ï least of all by me. But it was a view held, of course, by the highest legal 

authority in the land: the Lord Chief Justice. And he, presumably, does have some 

óregard for the lawô. And, one might add, this óview that any material relating to 

Terrorism is legitimate for researchô was also the public view being expressed by the 

university itself. After all, the Registrar had said: óThe University fully embraces the 

principle of academic freedom, and believes that any material should be accessible where 

scholarship by academic staff or registered students in any University demands itô.
124

 The 

Registrar had also told many staff and students in the university that, óthere is no 

ñprohibitionò on accessing terrorist materials for the purpose of researchô.
125

 And then, 

singing from the same hymn-sheet, there was Vice-Chancellor Sir Colin Campbell saying 

that: óThere is no ñprohibitionò on accessing terrorist materials for the purpose of 

researchô.
126

 Of course, then there was the universityôs Communications Director, 

Jonathan Ray, chipping in by saying: óif youôre an academic or a registered student then 

you have every good cause to access whatever material your scholarship requiresô.
127
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 óIncident left over issues ï note for VCô, attached to óBriefing Noteô. 
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 Point 5 on Registrarôs draft portal statement, undated.  
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And he was also to add that, óIt is in the character of this university thatéall study is 

legitimateô.
128

 

     So why, one asks, when it is clearly the university view that óany material relating to 

Terrorism is legitimate for researchô does this Briefing Note present an opposite view? 

How can, given all the previous pious platitudes, the Registrar and the Head of Security 

write - óThere seems to be a view by some in his School that any material relating to 

Terrorism is legitimate for research, without any regard for the lawô ï when this was also 

stated university policy? Thus we have a bizarre (sorry to keep using this word) situation 

where one and the same sentiment was being held publicly to be a laudable, ógood thingô 

by the university, while it was also being held privately to be a noxious, óbad thingô, and 

to be used as a stick to chastise internal School of Politics neôer-do-wells. How can this 

be? Franz Kafka, it seems, was alive and well and moving among us at the University of 

Nottingham.  

     So it was all obvious. For internal consumption, and within the coterie of the 

hierarchy, the university was apportioning blame downwards and completely 

undermining the principle of academic freedom, while, on the other hand, and with its 

external image in mind, the university is producing all the right noises in terms of 

presenting itself as a supporter of academic freedom. 

     This Briefing Note becomes even more detailed. It goes on, rather convolutedly: 

 

Although the inappropriate possession of the Al Qaeda training manual by 

a member of support staff [Yezza] should never be in question, it is 

worthy of note that the wording in [the police] notice for the student in 

relation to the University not considering it necessary for him to have it in 

his possession was not just solely based on the Registrarôs statement [to 

the police]. In addition to the Registrarôs statement the wording was 

arrived at by also considering many other aspects of the case, including 

statements taken from Academics in the School of Politics. Apparently, 

while some Junior Lecturers condoned possession, the consensus of 

opinion amongst the more Senior Lecturers [sic] was that possession was 

not necessary.
129

 

 

Ah, so it was not just óthe School of Politicsô that was to blame but, more specifically, it 

was the óJunior Lecturers in the School of Politicsô.  

     There is not only some more re-writing of history involved here, but also some more 

outright invention of it. No, there were not ómany other aspects of the caseô. Apart from 

the administrative staff in the School of Modern Languages, the only other members of 

university staff interviewed by the police were Professor McGuirk, the Registrar, another 

senior professor from the School of Modern Languages and three (junior) lecturers. That 

makes five academic staff and the Registrar. Two of the junior lecturers were in the 

School of Politics (myself and Dr Bettina Renz) and the other, Dr Maria Ryan, was in 

American Studies. That was it. No other academic staff were interviewed by the police. 

                                                 
128

 Jonathan Ray, University Communications Director quoted in óStudent was ñstudying terrorismòô, BBC 
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     The two junior lecturers in the School of Politics, Dr Renz and myself, were never 

told, at any point, by the police, the names of any of the documents in question ï so how 

could we ócondoneô possession in our óstatementsô to the police? I only came to know the 

name of the principal document involved ï the Al Qaeda Training Manual ï about a 

week after Sabirôs release. And it was only some eighteen months later that I finally came 

to learn of the other two documents; i.e. the articles from Foreign Affairs and The Middle 

East Policy Council Journal. And yet, according to the Registrar and Head of Security, 

myself and Dr Renz had ócondoned possessionô at the time! 

     The only academic interviewed by the police who knew the nature of the documents 

that had led to the arrests was Professor McGuirk ï the man who told them it was 

óillegalô. The other professor in the School of Modern Languages had not seen any of the 

documents, but he was told by the police about the Al Qaeda Training Manual. He gave 

his opinion that, óhaving been made aware of some of the detailsô that he would, 

basically, be very wary of it.
130

 And, since no-one within the School of Politics - besides 

myself and Dr Renz - had talked to the police, then these so-called óSenior Lecturersô in 

the School being referred to in this Briefing Note - the ones who had told the police that 

ópossession was not necessaryô - were, again, a figment of the imagination of its authors, 

the Registrar and the Head of Security. They had simply made up these óSenior 

Lecturersô as well. 

     What was being said in this Briefing Note was completely untrue. The actual wording 

of the police statement had been óarrived atô, of course, using the statements of the only 

two men who knew what the offending document(s) was (were) and had seen them: i.e. 

the Registrar and Professor McGuirk. And, anyway, how could either the Registrar or the 

Head of Security - the authors of this Briefing Note - know who said what to the police? 

They had no access to the police statements. Moreover, and in another twist, the Registrar 

himself once emailed the author in July 2008 to say that, óThe Police interviewed a 

number of University Staff (although I donôt know who they were)ô.
131

 Well, if he did not 

know who they were then how can he say, as is clear from this Briefing Note, that he did 

know who they were? 

     Moreover, across in that other document, the Security Report, the same sentiments are 

being expressed by its authors. It was pointed out here that the police took the action that 

they had based on óstatements from witnesses [which] included the Registrarôs statement 

and statements from Academics in the School of Politicsô.
132

 But since these 

óAcademicsô, i.e. the two junior lecturers, myself and Dr Renz, had given the police our 

evidence after the arrests had taken place, the only action that could have resulted from 

our evidence would have been that relating to the swifter release from custody of Sabir 

and Yezza. The action that the police did take ï the arrests in the first place ï could only 

have come from the evidence supplied by those university staff who had presented their 

evidence before the arrests, i.e. the Registrar and Professor McGuirk. (Although their 

actual formal statements were only collected by the police some days after the arrests on 

14 May.) 
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 Statement to police made by senior professor, School of Modern Languages. Source Rizwaan Sabir.  
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 Email to me of 4 July 2008 at 15.54. 
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 óSecurity Reportô, p.1. 
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     All of this would appear to establish the latest strand of the orthodoxy. This is that if 

the university is in any way to blame then the responsible parties must be those at the 

very bottom of the food chain ï the ójunior lecturersô.
133

 The guilt was now all being 

pointed at them.     

     I was always taught in the Army that with higher rank and higher pay came greater 

responsibility. Those with rank protected their juniors from blame, even when such 

juniors were at fault. Apparently, and shamefully, the very opposite philosophy seems to 

apply at UK universities.   

     Blame was also being apportioned in the corridors of ministerial power. Sir Colin had 

told Mr Rammell at the BIS where the problem lay. It was clear that Sir Colin thought the 

School of Politics and, by extension, myself were responsible. He wrote to Mr Rammell 

to say that, óAcademic departments need to be clear about the implications of material 

they encourage their students to accessô.
134

 Since I was the only academic who had ever 

interacted with Sabir in regard to his research then I must have been the one doing the 

óencouragingô. But what Sir Colin wrote was not true. Where on earth had he got this 

impression from? No one in the university óencouragedô Rizwaan Sabir to employ this 

particular source; least of all me. I did not know it even existed at the time. It was 

certainly not on any of my reading lists. The only possible óencouragingô came either 

from undergraduate textbooks in the library of Sir Colinôs own university, from 

Wikipedia, or, as it turns out, from perhaps the worldôs foremost authority on the study of 

terrorism ï Rohan Gunaratna. Again, why was Sir Colin not telling the minister the truth? 

And presumably, in his missives to the Home Office (which I have not been made been 

privy to) Sir Colin was also telling this office of state the same as he was telling the BIS. 

That is, he was telling them that academic departments were óencouragingô students to 

access incendiary materials. That was very wrong of him. (More of the Home Office and 

BIS later.) 

     Forgive me here if I take a moment to register some displeasure that the former Vice-

Chancellor of my university imparts information to ministries that unfairly blames my 

School, and myself in particular. It seems that a knighthood and a £300k-plus salary does 

not guarantee ethical behaviour.   

 

Where blame does not fall 

The man who actually began this whole ridiculous situation was not, of course, to blame. 

In all of the universityôs documentation in relation to the arrests, the name of the 

Professor of Romance Languages, Professor Bernard McGuirk, is nowhere to be seen. 

The interview he gave to the police, where he says the Al Qaeda Training Manual was 

óillegalô, is never mentioned at all anywhere in any communication released by the 

university or in any reports. He has been completely airbrushed out of the whole drama. 

But his input should surely have been registered in the Briefing Note because, after all, it 

was only Professor McGuirkôs name that figured in the original police notice to Sabir. 
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obvious in the use of words and phrases such as óApparentlyéô; óIt appears thatéô, and óThere seems to 

beéô 
134

 Sir Colin Campbell, óReport on Recent Arrests at the University of Nottinghamô, sent to Bill  Rammell, 

Minister for Further and Higher Education, 9 September 2008. 

http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/058.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/058.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/058.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/058.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/058.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/058.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/security-report2.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/security-report2.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/security-report2.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/security-report2.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/security-report2.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/security-report2.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/security-report2.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/security-report2.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/security-report2.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-88-and-94.pdf


46 

 

This notice is also never mentioned anywhere in any subsequent university 

documentation.  

 

Directed research 

Even truthful statements in the above Briefing Note add to the sense that the junior 

lecturers in the School of Politics must be óresponsibleô. It is stated, for instance, that 

óRiswaan [sic ï they never could spell his name] Sabir is following an MA in 

International Relations which does not include a specific requirement to examine such 

materialô.
135

 This would be patently obvious. Sabir was on a Research Track MA and was 

only taking core social science and social science research methods courses. It would be a 

surprise if any such research methods courses (Qualitative Methods, Quantitative 

Methods, etc) insisted that he did actually study the Al Qaeda Training Manual. The spin 

here is obviously that if he was not specifically instructed to look at this document then 

he has no right to do so. The logical extension of this would appear to be that university 

lecturers should say to their students that the only research ómaterialsô they can use in 

their courses are those actually listed in the courseôs reading lists. This would seem 

extraordinary enough, but how do dissertations or PhDs fit into such a logic? For it was 

such research that led Sabir to download the three óincriminatingô documents. Are 

postgraduate/PhD students in the UK of today supposed now to pick from a list of 

controlled sources for their studies? That would not only undermine the essence of higher 

education, but also be very silly. But did anyone in senior management stop to think 

about the stupidity of what was being said here in this Briefing Note? Obviously not. 

     There is a yet another problem with this Note in saying that óthe more Senior 

Lecturers [sic]ô thought that ópossession was not necessaryô? But how could anyone 

opine that a source was ónot necessaryô? Especially anyone who was not an expert. If the 

foremost authority on the study of terrorism, Rohan Gunaratna, can say that the the Al 

Qaeda Training Manual is órequired readingô for the study of Al Qaeda, who are some 

óSenior Lecturersô at the University of Nottingham to hold contrary views? But since 

these óSenior Lecturersô were, anyway, yet another figment of the imagination of the 

Registrar and the Head of Security then their opinions cannot really be seen to count for 

very much.  

     It is eminently clear that in both the Briefing Note and the Security Report evidence 

was being manufactured in order to pass blame down onto the ójunior lecturersô. Again, 

this is shameful behaviour. 

 

óResearchô Ethics Committees 

This next section involves the issue of research ethics committees being used as policing 

mechanisms within universities in the UK. If any reader wishes to skip back to Sabirôs 

case then please go on to page 53. 

     After Management Board had seen the Security Report and the Briefing Note they felt 

suitably informed about the Al Qaeda Training Manual. That is, they had all swallowed 

the obvious nonsense about the breaking of necks; the emphasis on tactics; the fact that it 

                                                 
135

 óBriefing Noteô, no page number. This phrase is also present in óIncident left over issues ï note for VCô. 

That is, óRS is following an MA in International Relations which does not include a specific requirement to 

examine such materialô.  
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was not the one on Amazon, etc, etc. So now we have one member of the Board - the 

current Vice-Chancellor, Professor David Greenaway - coming to ask: 

 

now that we have clarity on the nature of the Al Qaeda manual it would be 

reasonable to ask the question of whether access to it went through the 

Ethics Committee in the School of Politics and, if not, who gave 

permission for Mr Sabir to access itô.
136

 

 

Firstly, why did Professor Greenaway and the rest of Management Board not gain their 

own óclarityô as to the nature of the offending documents by at least asking questions of 

the authors of the Security Report and the Briefing Note ï or actually reading the 

document itself? Here we see evidence again of the malign groupthink: why question 

something everyone obviously agrees with? Secondly, the issue that Professor 

Greenaway is referring to here is - obviously - not one for any óethics committeeô.       

    University research ethics committees are set up to guide policies órelating specifically 

to research that involves or has any effect, directly or indirectly, on human 

participantsô.
137

 Thus research ethics committees only consider research that concerns 

óhuman participantsô ï nothing else. For instance, as the University of Nottinghamôs 

School of Psychology documentation puts it: óThe School of Psychology Ethics 

Committee only deals with research involving human volunteers. Other kinds of research 

are outside its remitô.
138

 It is not, and it cannot be, in any research ethics committee 

óremitô to consider issues not relating to human participants. They are not designed to 

provide ópermissionô for students to employ literature; let alone literature that is available 

both from US government websites and from their own university libraries. 

     But how is it that a man who comes to assume the mantle of Vice-Chancellor of one 

of the UKôs major universities not even know what research ethics committees are for? 

And he is not alone. The Registrar likewise wanted to employ the óSchool of Politics 

Research Ethics Committeeé[in order to]édo everything possible to ensure that the 

University is not left in this position again.
139

 But both these men must know that their 

university says it takes its lead on the formation of its research ethics committees from 

the Economic and Social Research Councilôs (ESRC) Guidelines.
140

 These, in turn, are 

based on the abovementioned UNESCO guidelines.
141

 The ESRC defines a óResearch 

Ethics Committeeô as a: 

 

                                                 
136

 Email from Professor David Greenaway (future Vice-Chancellor) to Sir Colin Campbell (incumbent) 

and ccôd to 17 others dated 7 July 2008 at 16.39. 
137

 Stress added. University of Nottingham, óRussell Group Models for Ethical Reviewô, 3.1.1 óStructureô. 
138

 University of Nottingham, School of Psychology, óEthics Committee From 2ô. 
139

 Letter of Dr Paul Greatrix (Registrar) to Rizwaan Sabir entitled óMeeting on 15
th
 July 2008ô, dated 4 

August 2008. 
140

 The University of Nottingham, in its óProposal for University Research Ethics Committee, 2008ô, p.2,  

states that the ESRCôs óResearch Ethics Frameworkô was to be óadopted as a framing structure for 

developing the principles of the University and as a guide for a detailed framework for research ethics 

reviewô.  
141

 UNESCO Status of Higher Education Teaching Personnel (1997). 

http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-136.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/138.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-139.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-140-163.pdf
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13144&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html


48 

 

multidisciplinary, independent, body charged with reviewing research 

involving human participants to ensure that their dignity, rights and 

welfare are protected. The independence of a Research Ethics Committee 

is founded on its membership, on strict rules regarding conflict of 

interests, and on regular monitoring of and accountability for its 

decisions.
142

 

 

Thus no University of Nottingham research ethics committee should be considering mere 

literature or reading lists as part of its remit.
143

 In fact, if they did, this would be in 

contravention of the UNESCO guidelines mentioned earlier. 

     What is noticeable here, though, in Professor Greenawayôs above statement (and other 

staff come to make this same ómistakeô) is the loss of the word óresearchô. The phrase 

óresearch ethics committeeô comes to be rendered simply as óethics committeeô. But 

universities do not and should never have óethics committeesô. The removal of the word 

óresearchô can create a good deal of scope for abuse. For if universities had just óethics 

committeesô then exactly what would be included in their remit? What - after literature - 

would be next for them to ócontrolô? The monitoring of what lecturers taught? Staff 

behaviour? Student behaviour? Freedom of speech? óResearch ethicsô is one issue, 

óethicsô (and, crucially, whose ethics) is something else entirely. 

     Moreover, once more here we are being treated to one of those Kafkaesque 

contradictions that the University of Nottingham seems to revel in: if the current Vice-

Chancellor, David Greenaway, was asking ówho gave permission?ô then why was he 

party to Management Board statements that said ówe [the university] embrace academic 

freedom and defend the research rights, anywhere, on any subjectô.
144

 And why did the 

Registrar and the previous Vice-Chancellor both say that óthere is no prohibition on 

accessing terrorist materials for the purpose of researchô?
145

 So why would any student 

need permission? And permission to go to a US government website!  

     I later gave Vice-Chancellor David Greenaway a chance to take firm and decisive 

action to restore the reputation of both the University of Nottingham and of David 

Greenaway. He is, after all, not only the Vice-Chancellor of a Russell Group university, 

he is also the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Nottinghamshire and a member of the 

Parliamentary Armed Forces Pay Committee. I provided him with prima facie evidence 

that both his Registrar, Dr Paul Greatrix, and his Head of Security, Gary Stevens, had 

both engaged in what looks very much like falsifying evidence against Sabir and Yezza. I 

gave Professor Greenaway evidence that they had both been untruthful about what the 

CPS and the police did or did not say. I was thus presenting him with clear evidence that 

they may have committed criminal offences. Professor Greenaway, however, took no 

action against them. 

                                                 
142

 Economic and Social Research Council, óResearch Ethics Frameworkô, p.7. 
143

 I had this problem in one of my disciplinaries. When I pointed out that óresearch ethics committeesô 

were only limited to óethicsô involving human participants, I was told by a Dr Sarah Speight that this was 

not true. óNo, itôs everythingô, she said. At the same hearing Professor Sarah OôHara said that it was 

óentirely appropriateô that such committees would consider óanyô research. 
144

 University of Nottingham portal statement of 23 May at 12.33, óMessage to all concerned staffô. 
145

 Portal Email to author 4 July 2008 at 15.54. 
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     Of course, what did follow was yet more disciplinary action against me after raising 

such issues. 

 

The blame-game gets personal 

The Registrar elsewhere also passed the buck to the School of Politics. They had not 

provided óguidanceô. In his meeting with Sabir the Registrar said he thought that he 

needed more óguidanceô in his research: 

 

I do find it surprising that that a young and keen scholaréis essentially 

kind of pointed in the direction and asked to go and find things on his own 

without any kind of guidance as to the legal framework within which he is 

operating.  

 

He went on: óYou were given no advice, direction or support in relation to any of the 

material you might want to accessô. Sabir replied to this: óPaul, postgraduate research is 

not about being spoon-fed. Thatôs the whole nature of it. So, do I consult my tutor every 

time I access a book or a journal article?ô 
146

  

     The Registrar went on, óIf I were in your position, I would feel a bit let down [by the 

lack of guidance]ô. So Sabirôs ósupervisorô - who was, at the time of the arrests, yet to be 

appointed - was somehow supposed to provide óguidanceô in relation to some non-

existent ólegal frameworkô? And what was any supervisor - even if one existed - 

supposed to say to Sabir: óDonôt go anywhere near those US government websites ï 

especially that US DoJ one - theyôre full of bad stuff!ô This did seem rather bizarre: to 

blame someone who did not exist who should have told Sabir not to use US government 

websites. Really? But, of course, since I was the one who had seen Sabirôs proposals, I 

guess I must be the one the Registrar was blaming. 

     The Registrar was also adopting the same line as Professor Greenaway, i.e. why did 

the School of Politics not provide ópermissionô from its research ethics committee? In his 

meeting with Sabir, the Registrar said: All I will say is that you need to take advice and 

the ethics committee within your School will no doubt have an interest in this nowô.
147

 

And in his later letter to Sabir he had, as noted, stated that this same óSchool of Politics 

Research Ethics Committeeé[will]édo everything possible to ensure that the University 

is not left in this position again.
148

 The inference being, of course, that it was the School 

of Politics that had óleftô the university in óthis positionô in the first place. Again, we have 

the idea that a research ethics committee is available to be used as some sort of policing 

mechanism. 

     But here was managementôs ósolutionô. Here was the control mechanism that was 

missing, in their eyes, the first time. Research ethics committees were the answer. Sure 

enough, in the weeks after the arrests it became obvious that the School of Politics, and 

myself in particular, were being saddled with the responsibility. I was to be ócontrolledô 

using an óethics committeeô. My course reading lists - and mine alone (despite the fact 
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 Transcript of meeting between Rizwaan Sabir, the Registrar, the Head of Security and Professor 

Andreas Bieler, 15 July 2008. 
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 Ibid. 
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 Letter of Dr Paul Greatrix (Registrar) to Rizwaan Sabir entitled óMeeting on 15
th
 July 2008ô, dated 4 

August 2008. 
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that Sabir had not taken any of my courses!) - became subject to óreviewô by the School 

of Politics óResearch Ethics Committeeô. I refused, however, to accept this process. No 

research ethics committee was going to check my reading lists.  

     I pointed out that the document that acted as the guide for all the worldôs universities - 

the UNESCO Status of Higher Education Teaching Personnel (1997) - and to which the 

UK is obviously a signatory, mandated that óHigher education teaching personnel are 

entitled toéfreedom from institutional censorshipô, and that, óhigher-education teaching 

personnel have the right to teach without interferenceô.
149

 I did not want my institution to 

ócensorô my reading lists, and nor did I want my teaching to be óinterferedô with.
150

   

     Moreover, as an academic contracted to teach Terrorism and as an óexpertô on 

Terrorism I was the best person in the university to check my own reading lists. And, if 

the university did not trust me to control my own reading lists, then they should be 

finding someone else to teach my courses.  

     I was also not going to be the first academic in the country to accept that his reading 

lists should be ómonitoredô by any research ethics committee. I was going to fight it 

because, to my mind, if such a process was not fought at its source then it could turn into 

a very much larger system of generalised monitoring of whatever took a universityôs 

fancy. We were advancing into Orwellian territory with these óresearch ethics 

committeesô that had morphed into óethics committeesô. What was happening with this 

new process represented, to my mind, the thin end of another wedge. 

     My refusal to accept the checking of my reading lists led naturally to disciplinary 

action. 

     In the disciplinary hearing that followed it was explained to me why the checks were 

necessary. The process was enacted, I was told by my head of school, Professor Paul 

Heywood, because óthere was a need to reassure others that we [i.e. the School] were not 

simply allowing everyone to do as they liked [and that there is a] need for a control 

mechanism within the Schoolô. óIf weô, went on Professor Heywood, ólooked at reading 

lists within the School through our ethics committee then this would be an easy way of 

organising thisô.
151

 He also said that, since óthe ethics committee existedô, it would 

provide an óeasy and convenientô means to check my reading lists.
152

 So óresearch ethics 

committeesô - having been set up with all the guidelines set in stone that one could ever 

wish to see - had become nothing more than an óeasy and convenientô mechanism to 

ócontrolô a reading list. And what would they be óeasy and convenientô to ócontrolô next? 

     And the linguistic slippage was evident here as well. The word óresearchô had not only 

been dropped by Professor Greenaway, it was now being dropped by Professor Heywood 

as well. (Professor Heywood, in a host of subsequent emails and in a disciplinary hearing 

of mine only ever uses the phrase óethics committeeô.) 
153
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 For example in email to Professor Sarah OôHara of 2 September 2008 at 16.23: óI asked the School 

ethics committee to have a look over Rod Thorntonôs module outlineéô  
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     What Professor Heywood did not explain, however, was why my reading lists, and 

mine alone, needed ócontrollingô. Neither one of my courses, and so neither one of my 

reading lists, was in any way linked to the arrests. I was, moreover, not the only lecturer 

in the School of Politics who had courses related to terrorism. So why was I being singled 

out? Perhaps, though, this was my comeuppance for my óhigh profile negative media 

outputô, and for showing those ósymptoms of unorthodoxyô? 

    Of course, you could see the pious mantra coming. And this did arrive straight from 

Orwell. When I raised objections about this process I was told that it was only being done 

for my óprotectionô.
154

 Just like, I suppose, Rizwaan Sabir and Hicham Yezza had been 

óprotectedô by the University of Nottingham. And in just the same way as myself and the 

School of Politics had been óprotectedô by the Vice-Chancellor in communications with 

the BIS and the Home Office. And just like the ójunior lecturersô in the School of Politics 

had been óprotectedô by the Registrar and the Head of Security in their Briefing Note and 

Security Report. I could obviously do without such óprotectionô. 

     And once more the tension between competing statements was evident. If the 

university was saying publicly that, quote: óall kinds of views and all study is 

legitimateô;
155

 that ówe embrace academic freedom and defend the research rights, 

anywhere, on any subjectô;
156

 that óthere is no ñprohibitionò on accessing terrorist 

materials for the purpose of researchô; that Sabir was óarrested not for the research he was 

undertaking but because of his connection with [Yezza]ô,
157

 and if it is true that óthis 

material [the AQTM] is of a nature which [is] defensible in terms of academic enquiryô
158

 

ï then just why is it necessary for any university Terrorism course to be ócontrolledô?  

     Moreover, I was concerned that Professor Heywood, a mere departmental head, could 

bring in such a dramatic and academic-freedom threatening process off his own bat. He 

had said to me that it was, quote, ópurely my ideaô. When I challenged him in one of my 

disciplinaries, he said that any suggestion that the Registrar or the Vice-Chancellor (who 

had both wanted to see its introduction) had ordered this new process to be enacted was, 

quote, ócompletely untrueô. He also said, óI can assure you that my decision was 

autonomousô, and that it was ómy own idea with no instructionô.
159

 So Professor 

Heywood was saying he had taken his action without having consulted anyone in the 

hierarchy. He said that, óAs a head of school I have the authority to do thisô.
160

 So a 

departmental head had the óauthorityô to ignore a host of national and international 

guidelines? Indeed, this new and ground-breaking ópolicy and procedureô had also 

slipped past the man - the Registrar - who had said he was óresponsible for the formation 

of policies and procedures within the Universityô.  

                                                 
154

 Professor Heywood, told me in a disciplinary hearing that it was done, óSolely to provide 

some cover for you, Rodô, Transcript of disciplinary hearing, 6 November 2009. 
155

 Jonathan Ray, University Communications Director quoted in óStudent was ñstudying terrorismòô. 
156

 This statement was used many times by the university. See, for example, University of Nottingham 

portal statement of 23 May at 12:23, óMessage to all concerned staffô. 
157

 Email to author from Dr Paul Greatrix (Registrar) dated 24 June 2008 at 11.45. 
158

 Email from Dr Paul Greatrix (Registrar) to (name redacted) of 27
 
May 2008 at 13.14.  

159
 Interview notes of Dr Sarah Speight with Professor Paul Heywood as part of disciplinary action against 

the author. Attached to letter to Professor Sarah OôHara, 25 September 2009. 
160

 Taken from transcript of disciplinary hearing of 6 November 2009. 
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     Professor Heywood had, though, received advice. He said he had actually been given 

the idea to ócontrolô my reading lists by the Schoolôs Office Manager. She had, according 

to Professor Heywood, óexpressed some concerns [about the] reading listsô for my 

Terrorism courses.
161

 He added that my óreading list was brought to my [Professor 

Heywoodôs] attention by the School Manager who expressed some concernséI simply 

responded to an issue raised by our Managerô.
162

 

     So the first-ever introduction of the controlling of the reading lists of a lecturer using 

an óethics committeeô at a UK university had been adopted after the idea was first mooted 

by a School Office Manager (please add here either a question mark or an exclamation 

mark according to taste). 

     However, in the end, a School of Politics Research Ethics Committee was gathered 

together to check my reading lists that were already on file (I could not stop them doing 

that). But the process was something of a farce. First of all, how can anyone check an 

entire reading list? Are the members of the committee supposed to read all the books and 

articles therein? Do they go to every single website listed and wade through the 

(sometimes thousands) of pages on them looking foréwhat? And if they are not experts 

how would they know what was in any way óinappropriateô (or whatever their criteria 

were for judging)? And what happens after the checking process is complete? The 

university has then, of course, made itself legally liable for whatever is now on these 

reading lists. There was just no logic to the process. (I had offered to put a legal 

disclaimer on the front of my reading lists to warn students ï but this was not acceptable 

to Professor Heywood.) 

     And, naturally enough, when my lists were checked over, overarching guidelines for 

the constitution and conduct of óresearch ethics committeesô were not followed. My 

School just made up its own. Professor Heywood had seen the óGuidelines for the 

Employment of Research Ethics Committeesô. These reiterated that Nottinghamôs 

Research Ethics Committees would follow the guidelines issued by the above ESRC 

óResearch Ethics Frameworkô (REF) document. This, we were told in the School, was to 

be óadopted as a framing structure for developing the principles of the University [of 

Nottingham] and as a guide for a detailed framework for research ethics reviewô.
163

 But 

the stipulations of this document were, however, not followed. 

     This is something else that the University of Nottingham seems to accept as standard ï 

the ignoring of official UK-wide (or at least England-wide) guidelines and the 

replacement of them by the universityôs own - mostly unwritten - guidelines. But the 

official national guidelines are there for several reasons; including to establish standard 

operation procedures and to advertise and make clear processes that any university will 

follow. But they also, crucially, establish legal parameters. It is not for individuals in 

individual universities ï be they vice-chancellors or mere heads of school - to circumvent 

these guidelines.  

                                                 
161

 Professor Paul Heywood. Notes from hearing, 6 November 2009. The School Manager also óasked that 

guidance for the School Manager and admin staff is provided for future [sic] in order to help identify such 

modulesô. From Minutes of Management Group, 1 October 2008. Why the School Manager would need to 

óidentify such modulesô is unclear.  
162

 Interview notes of Dr Sarah Speight with Professor Paul Heywood prior to authorôs disciplinary hearing 

of 9 November 2009. Attached to letter to Professor Sarah OôHara, 25 September 2009. 
163

 University of Nottingham, óProposal for University Research Ethics Committeeô, 2008, p.2.  
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     As I say, the ESRC, in its REF document, decreed that institutions, in regard to 

establishing their own research ethics committees, should only use them to consider the 

effects of research on óhuman participantsô. Needless to say, I did not have any óhuman 

participantsô on my reading lists. The REF also points out that any universityôs Research 

Ethics Committees óshould normally need at least seven membersô. Ours School of 

Politics committee had just three. The REF states that these committees ómust include at 

least one lay member from the local community with no affiliation to the University or 

research institution in questionô. This would be done to ensure fairness and to make sure 

that it was not just the universityôs óethicsô that were being applied. More specifically, it 

would ensure that the ESRCôs definition of a research ethics committee was observed - so 

that óstrict rules regarding conflict of interestsô are maintained.
164

 The REF continues, 

ófor decisions and advice of a Research Ethics Committee to be respected, they must be 

seen to be made impartially. That is, they need to be ï and be seen to be ï independentô. 

Our School of Politics committee had no external member ï not even from another 

department. Indeed, in this respect Professor Heywood was ignoring his own School 

guidelines. These state that óAn additional member of staff, from either the Schools of 

History or Sociology, attend the meetingsô.
165

  

     Members of these committees should also be trained. As the REF states: 

óUniversitieséshould provideéat a minimum, appropriate training for the members in 

the ethical, legal and scientific dimensions of the research that the Research Ethics 

Committees reviewô.
166

 None of the members of the School of Politics committee were 

trained.  

     Indeed, in the case of considering my reading lists, this School of Politics research 

ethics committee never even met ï the Office Manager merely sent an email (curiously 

entitled óOneôs Module Handoutô) to the three members of the Schoolôs research ethics 

committee to say: 

 

Paul has asked if you would take a quick look at this so that we can say it 

has been through the appropriate procedures. 

 

That was it. This was the request to the research ethics committee. A professor on this 

committee emailed Professor Heywood to say:  

 

I am not aware of anything in the remit of Ethics Committee that would 

warrant a procedure whereby its members become responsible for the 

approval of module handouts [reading lists]. So I am not really sure what 

we are supposed to look for here and by what standards or criteria to make 

a judgementéMore generally, my view remains that this is a policy issue 

that the University needs to decide in view of recent events [i.e. the 

arrests] - not three people accidentally finding themselves on a rather 

minor sub-committee in one of the Universityôs 37 Schools.
167

 

                                                 
164

 ESRC, óResearch Ethics Frameworkô, p.7. 
165

 óSchool of Politics Research Ethics Committeeô. In email of Dr Bettina Renz to Dr Vanessa Pupavac, 

16 July 2008 at 15.36. 
166

 ESRC óResearch Ethics Frameworkô, p.11, p.11, p.10, p.13.  
167

 Email of Professor [name removed] to Professor Paul Heywood 18 September 2008.  
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Professor Heywood replies to this by saying: 

 

Whilst the vast majority of matters that may require a view in regard to 

ethics will be research-related, there are cases (such as the present one) 

where other matters may legitimately fall within the remit of an ethics 

committee.
168

 

 

Thus again we have the head of a department deciding himself what should fall within 

the remit of such a research ethics committee.  

     This committee, indeed, was never quorate. Its most junior member - but also the only 

one who was actually aware of the remit of such a committee - refused to take part in the 

process. This lecturer, Dr Vanessa Pupavac, was already in the universityôs bad books for 

being one of the three writers of the letter to the THE that had so offended Sir Colin 

Campbell. She was later to suffer for such behaviour. So this left just the two professors 

to ócontrolô my reading lists. And they, of course, ópassedô them. What else would they 

do?  

     The whole process, though, was pointless. One of the websites I had on my reading 

lists was that of the Federation of American Scientists (FAS) ï and this has the most 

complete web-based version of the Al Qaeda Training Manual on it! 

     The ócontrolô mechanisms did not stop with ethics committees. My emails came to be 

intercepted by the university, including highly sensitive emails I was sending to a 

Metropolitan Police Special Branch officer.
169

 The university had no right to intercept 

them and to then hold them on file. Other emails of mine, as I say, and in the absence of 

any FoI request, came to be handed over by members of the university hierarchy to third 

parties who then used such emails against me. This was illegal. And I, along with others 

in the School of Politics, came to be accused of hindering the School in, quote, óits 

progress to normalityô.
170

 What ónormalityô looked like was not made clear; but maybe 

Winston Smith might have some idea.  

     At this point it seems apposite to record just what can go on in a department - such as 

Nottinghamôs School of Politics - that is so divided. There are, for several members of 

staff, big issues at stake here; and, as such, the degree of antipathy in this School was, 

and still is, quite profound. There is genuine bitterness. The Head of School, Professor 

Heywood, had, indeed, told his staff in an all-School email that, during the whole post-

arrests fall-out, the behaviour of óa number of colleaguesô in the School had ólacked 

honesty and integrityô and been ólittle short of disgracefulô.
171

 The act of supporting a 

student who had been treated badly both by the university and by his own School, and of 

objecting to the introduction of a process of ócontrollingô reading lists was deemed to be 

behaviour that was ólittle short of disgracefulô and ólacked honesty and integrityô. 

Professor Heywood had made it clear that he was not referring to me in his accusations. 

                                                 
168

 Email of Professor Heywood to Professor [name removed] 18 September 2008. 
169

 I had one email that I had sent to Metropolitan Police Special Branch released to me as part of an FoI 

trawl. It was being held by the Registrarôs Department!  
170

 Quotation from School Review Document of School of Politics, February 2010.  
171

 Professor Paul Heywood, from notes taken from authorôs second disciplinary hearing (6 November 

2009) and from email of Professor Heywood to óAll  Staffô on 18 June 2009 at 16.31.  
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óNoô, he said óhe was referring to this ónumber of [other] colleaguesô. More than once I 

have asked Professor Heywood what exactly óa numberô of members of the School had 

done that was both ólittle short of disgracefulô and which was lacking in óhonesty and 

integrityô. He has yet to provide any answers.
172

  

     In the School we were to be helped, though, in our striving for ónormalityô by the 

introduction of a new Code of Professional Practice for Staff introduced by Professor 

Heywood. This, among other stipulations, warned us that óAcademic freedomédoes not 

create a right to give voice to topics or opinions outside of appropriate academic subject 

matterô.
173

 What this strange statement actually meant was also not very clear, but I did 

appreciate that it contained a certain irony. The arrests on campus had come about 

because two men, a Registrar (with his PhD in English Language) and a Professor of 

Romance Literature and Literary Theory, had both come to make judgements óoutsideô of 

their óappropriate academic subject matterô.  

     Our new Code of Conduct was, however, in the end not adopted.   

     As a footnote here, all of the angst and antipathy that was being generated in the 

University of Nottingham and beyond could certainly have been ameliorated, if not 

avoided outright, if laid-down guidelines and regulations had been followed. The 

evidence is all there: from the university ignoring BIS guidelines for dealing with 

incidents of óextremist literatureô on campus, all the way down to the School of Politics 

ignoring international, national, university and its own departmental guidelines in its use 

of óethics committeesô. Ignoring guidelines leads to the very problems that the guidelines 

were designed to smooth over. And when universities do start ignoring guidelines then 

they are well on the way to becoming laws unto themselves. 

  

Sabirôs university warning letter 

A few weeks after his release, and as he continued with his MA studies, Sabir was asked 

to come to see the Registrar and the Head of Security. Sabir assumed that he was to 

receive an apology from the university after his ordeal. Indeed, the Registrar later wrote 

to the President of the Islamic Society on campus to assure him that he had wanted to see 

Sabir to check how whole situation had óaffected his welfareô.
174

 The Registrarôs meeting 

with Sabir, however, when it eventually took place on 15 July 2008, was not about his 

ówelfareô at all. It was to warn him about his future conduct. In neither the notes prepared 

by the Registrar, nor in those prepared by the Head of Security, prior to this meeting with 

Sabir is any allusion made to the word ówelfareô or any of its synonyms. In fact, in 

another set of preparatory crib notes made by the Registrar the purpose of the meeting 

was made abundantly clear. The very first line of these notes says that he will talk: 

                                                 
172

 When I asked this question of him in a disciplinary hearing, the presiding ójudgeô, Professor Sarah 

OôHara, intervened to protect Professor Heywood from my questioning when she said that Professor 

Heywood could not say who these staff members were because he was, quote, ónot at liberty to answer that 

question because it would be a betrayal of confidentialityô. So Professor Heywood could defame his staff 

but not say who he meant.  
173

 School of Politics and International Relations, University of Nottingham, óCode of Professional Practice 

for Staffô, May 2009. 
174

 óBriefing Note for Vice-Chancellor for meeting with President of Islamic Society, 2 September 2008ô.  
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óAbout incident ï huge cost ï reputational and staff timeô,
175

 and how óthe whole issue 

has caused a great deal of work for certain Officers of the Universityô.
176

 So the meeting 

was really to tell Sabir about the óhuge costô his behaviour had brought about in terms of 

the universityôs óreputationô, óstaff timeô and extra óworkô! Indeed, in the meeting itself 

the Registrar told Sabir: 

 

[His arrest] caused a huge amount of significant and frankly unwelcome 

effort and attention and work for a lot of people in this institution which 

we could all have bloody well done without because weôve got better 

things to do.
177

 

 

Moreover, the Registrar and the Head of Security said that Sabirôs arrest was not the only 

problem they had with his behaviour. The Registrar told him: 

 

You have breached the code [of student discipline] in relation to the 

communication of this documentéwhich was identified as something 

which shouldnôt have been in the possession of an individualéanything 

that is illegal or regarded as illegal you should not transmit over the 

[university IT] network. 

 

And he was, remember, transmitting two academic articles and a library book.  

     At this juncture it may be wise to take a step back and to get things clear. Sabir had 

been subject to an ordeal that was entirely the fault of the University of Nottinghamôs 

hierarchy. It was their ójudgementô and their lack of a risk assessment that had brought 

about not only his arrest, but also the fact that he was now being randomly stopped by the 

police and facing the consequences of being advertised by the Home Office as someone 

involved in a ómajor Islamist plotô. And yet, according to the Registrar and the Head of 

Security, it was Sabir that was to blame? And, by way of confirmation of this, the 

Registrar, in a subsequent letter of warning to Sabir, states: óI pointed out to you that it 

was you who had sent the illegal documentéô
178

 

     Another interesting facet of this meeting was Head of Security Gary Stevensô lack of 

clarity as to why Sabir had been arrested. It will be remembered that the university line 

was that he had been arrested for óimpeding police enquiriesô. During this 15 July 

meeting Sabir put it to Mr Stevens that: óthe popular statement [in the university is] that I 

was impeding police enquiriesô. Mr Stevens replied: ówell, whether they [the police] 

interpreted it as that, thatôs up to them, isnôt it really? They obviously arrested you for a 

reasonô. Sabir then replied, óBut can you say I wasnôt arrested for impeding police 

enquiries?ô Stevens:  

 

No, because we donôt know the answer to that. Do you know the answer 

to that?...I think [the fact that the university was saying that Sabir was 

                                                 
175

 From undated notes entitled óRS meetingô made by Registrar prior to meeting with Rizwaan Sabir on 15 

July 2008.   
176

 Registrar/Head of Security: óPoints to be covered with Riswaan [sic] Sabir on 15.6.08ô 
177

 Transcript of meeting, 15 July 2008. 
178

 Letter of Registrar to Rizwaan Sabir entitled óMeeting on 15th July 2008ô, dated 4 August 2008.   

http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/175.jpg
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-176.pdf
http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/footnote-146-177-179-180-181-183.pdf
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F06%2Ffootnote-178.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNETxNH1hnRCAH0TisOMe4qLSsgFvg


57 

 

impeding enquiries] is down to the fact that we got the impression from 

the policeéthat you were obstructing or impeding their enquiries. Iôm not 

sure, but thatôs the impression we got, rightly or wrongly.
179

 

  

So Mr Stevens, the man who had talked to the police and who was passing all the 

information on to senior university staff, merely had the óimpressionérightly or 

wronglyô that Sabir had been arrested for óimpeding enquiriesô. He did not know this for 

certain. And yet he had told the university hierarchy in both the Security Report and the 

Briefing Note that Sabir had been arrested for impeding enquiries. This then came to be 

taken as ófactô, and to be part of the orthodoxy ï an orthodoxy that continued all the way 

up to the level of the Home Office and the BIS. But it was not true. 

     This interview also throws up another interesting angle. Mr Stevens had said - in 

regard to the Al Qaeda Training Manual that Sabir had sent via the university email 

system - óYou maintain that as far as you were aware this was an entirely innocent 

document. As it turns out, the advice from the police is that it wasnôtô.
180

 But this 

contradicts the policeôs opinion in their notices to Sabir ï they held that it was the 

university that was giving them the óadviceô on it. Once more the spin is at work. 

     The letter of the Registrarôs to Sabir that followed the 15 July meeting (dated 4 August 

2008) was by way of a summary of what had gone on. This letter stated that he, the 

Registrar, had óbeen informed by the Police that it was illegal for you [Sabir] to possess 

this type of material in the UKô. He was referring to the Al Qaeda Training Manual. 

Twice more in this letter the Registrar refers to it as being óillegalô. This letter also 

included a distasteful link between what Sabir had done and the downloading of child 

pornography ï both, the Registrar said, were óillegalô.
181

 This equating of Sabirôs 

downloading of something he could have obtained in exactly the same form from his own 

library with child pornography was a common tactic used by senior management and by 

those who spoke in their name.
182

 But even if, for the sake of argument, one accepted that 

Sabir had downloaded óterrorist materialsô, any slight knowledge of the law would show 

that there is absolutely no link between the two issues. Accessing child pornography is 

illegal. That is a fact. Underage children are involved, they should not be, and anyone 

who accesses such material becomes party to their abuse and thus commits a crime. 

Accessing terrorist materials, on the other hand and as the Lord Chief Justice (and the 

university itself!) had made clear, is not óillegalô. Such literature is always benign until 

used to assist in terrorism acts; as would also be the case with the likes of a map of the 

Underground or a guide to London. Child pornography is in no way benign. There is 

absolutely no legal or moral equivalence to be made between child pornography and 

óterrorist materialsô. Of all the tactics adopted by the university hierarchy and its 
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 Transcript of Rizwaan Sabirôs interview with Registrar and Head of Security, 15 July 2008. 
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 Transcript of Rizwaan Sabirôs interview with Registrar and Head of Security, 15 July 2008. 
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 Ibid The Registrar wrote, óYou will  recall that at this point I used an analogy regarding the use of child 

pornography which is also available on the internet but is still nevertheless illegalô. 
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 See, for instance, comment sent to THE by Dr Sean Matthews, 28 June 2009. Taken from Teaching 

about Terrorism website. Entry of 15 July 2009, óNottingham: ñReading lists inspected for capacity to 

incite violenceòô, at http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-

capacity-to-incite-violence 
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supporters in defending the institution and in blaming Sabir I found this one to be quite 

the most malevolent. It was, and I use this word again, unconscionable.  

     When I saw this letter, I also knew that the Registrar could not have been telling the 

truth. He could not have been informed by the police that the Al Qaeda Training Manual 

was óillegalô. The police, remember, had always been careful to say that it was the 

university that was stating that it was (merely) ónot legitimateô. If the police had thought 

it was óillegalô for Sabir óto possess this material in the UKô then they would have taken 

some action against both him and Yezza; they would have been óguiltyô of a crime. Once 

again, and despite saying that óno judgement was made by usô, the university was here 

again making an independent judgement, while once more sourcing that judgement 

elsewhere. 

     But what seems strange here is that Gary Stevens, the Head of Security, is an ex-

police officer. So he would have known that only a court of law could decide whether 

anything was óillegalô or not. And so why does he go along with this line that the Al 

Qaeda Training Manual was óillegalô? And how can he think that a document taken from 

a US Department of Justice website can be, in any way, óillegalô? 

     The content of this letter caused some disquiet amongst the universityôs Muslim 

community, notably when it was referred to in a meeting on campus where both Sabir 

and Yezza spoke, and at which I was present. The point was raised in questions as to why 

a Muslim student at the University of Nottingham (Sabir) was being told (by the police as 

the audience all assumed) that it was óillegalô for him to use this particular publication for 

his research, while other - ówhiteô - students at other universities (notably Oxford) could 

have free access to it. (The Al Qaeda Training Manual actually was listed on reading lists 

at Oxford.) It all seemed to the audience to be a case of rank discrimination. The 

Registrarôs letter, to coin a phrase, had óunsettled the harmony of campusô. 

     This sense of antipathy also fed into a student ósit-inô at the university in February 

2009. This was in protest at the situation then prevailing in Gaza. This protest was much 

more problematic than it would otherwise have been, in my belief, without the 

Registrarôs letter. There was a series of similar sit-ins at universities all across the country 

at the same time, but it was the one at the University of Nottingham, however, which 

went on for the longest, and which was the only one to end with the police being called 

in.  

     A final point should be made about something that happened in the meeting between 

Sabir, the Registrar and the Head of Security. Gary Stevens pointed out that when Sabir 

had sent the email to Yezza - with the three original and offending documents attached - 

he had added a suspicious ócommentô. When Sabir asked which ócommentô this was, he 

was told that it was the phrase: óGood luck in opening it, brotherô.
183

 The word óbrotherô 

was taken by Mr Stevens to be óJihadist-speakô, and somehow proof that Sabir was up to 

óIslamistô no good. Mr Stevens, though, did not seem to know that the vast majority of 

male Muslims, when communicating with each other, use the term óbrotherô! 

 

A view on Muslim protests      

The nature of such incidents must also be viewed against a background where the senior 

management of the University of Nottingham is perceived as not having a good overall 

                                                 
183

 Transcript of 15 July 2008 meeting. 

http://nottinghamwhistleblower.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/15-july-meeting-transcript-unileaks-version1.pdf
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relationship with its community of Muslim students. It is fair, I think, to say that the 

University of Nottingham is one of the more right-of-centre universities in the UK. I have 

no particular qualms about this so long as the university remains equitable. This, though, 

in one particular way it has not. This relates to an invitation which had another 

deleterious effect on the relationship between the university hierarchy and the Muslim 

students. It came in November 2009 when the Israeli ambassador was invited to speak in 

the universityôs Great Hall. This was at a time when certain Israeli government ministers 

could not visit the UK for fear of arrest on war-crimes charges. Given what had happened 

the previous year with the arrests or Sabir and Yezza on campus, this invite came across 

as something of a slap in the face to the Muslim community. The inevitable protests by 

Islamic groups and their supporters on the evening of the ambassadorôs visit meant a 

substantial police presence on campus along with a police helicopter constantly buzzing 

overhead - its searchlight beam dancing over those beneath. This also quite óunsettled the 

harmony of campusô. I know, because I was trying to work in my office at the time. 

     It would have been óequitableô if this invitation for the ambassador to speak at the 

university had been matched by a similar one to an Arab ambassador ï from the likes of 

Jordan, a country well-disposed towards the UK. This was not forthcoming. It appeared 

as if the university was pro-Israel. In inviting only the Israeli ambassador it was making a 

political statement. 

     I also came across a university document released under FoI that was blandly entitled, 

óEvents on Campusô.
184

 I had ignored it at first glance and only many months later took a 

second look. It was clear that all the óeventsô mentioned in this retrospective document 

(i.e. looking back at 2008), and dating from the beginning of 2008 to its end, were in 

relation to protests, film showings, seminars, stalls, ócultural daysô, meetings or 

presentations that related to óMuslim issuesô: Gaza, Palestine, talks by ex-Guantanamo 

prisoners, etc. The only seemingly non-Muslim óeventô on this list was mention of a 

protest that had been against the arms trade. But even this, though, as I discovered, had 

connections to Muslim sentiment.
185

 Why the University of Nottingham would prepare 

such a list of activities that involved just one particular religious group - and yet give it 

this bland title - óEvents on Campusô - I have no idea. 

     Also disquieting in regard to the monitoring of such óEventsô is the fact that the 

University of Nottinghamôs security staff are all white. Not one of the 56-strong security 

team is from an ethnic minority; and this despite the fact that the city of Nottingham is 

approximately 18 per cent non-white.
186

 I, of course, cast no aspertions here on the 

universityôs security staff - but, again, it does not look good. 

     I did find this overall attitude of the university towards one particular ósideô hard to 

take. In my teaching about Islamist issues; about the Arab-Israeli situation; about India-

Pakistan, and about the splits between Hindu/Muslim, Sunni/Shia, Salafi/Sufi, 
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 óEvents on campusô. Single sheet recalling 16 meetings/protests during 2008 which involved Muslim 

groups or their supporters.  
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 One department in the university is involved in the development of drone aircraft for BAE Systems. 

BAE Systems helps Israeli manufacturers to produce drones. Israeli drones were used in the Gaza 

conflagration in February 2009. Moreover, one of Israelôs biggest military exports is unmanned aerial 

vehicles. Russia recently signed a $600 million contract for the delivery of Israeli drones. Some elements in 

the University of Nottingham are not pleased by the universityôs link to such activity.  
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 From information released by University of Nottingham after FoI request, April  2011. 
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Deobandi/Barelvi, etc, etc, I always try very hard to present both sides of the argument 

and to keep strictly neutral. Even then, however, tempers can flare in the classroom 

during student discussions of such issues and students can misinterpret the lecturerôs 

words. But what is the point of any lecturer trying to maintain neutrality and balance in 

his/her teaching if the university itself shows no such care? In the School of Politics we 

were once, as I say, asked to adhere to a Code of Professional Practice for Staff. One of 

the stipulations in this was the following: 

 

Courses and modules may properly include controversial matters so long 

as academic staff teach them in a fair and balanced way, and set forth 

fairly without suppression or innuendo, the divergent opinions of other 

scholars. 

 

First of all, this would seem a bizarre ordinance to set up at a university. Surely this 

should be left to any lecturerôs common sense? If, for example, a lecturer is teaching óThe 

Holocaustô, should the ódivergent opinionsô of óHolocaust deniersô really be presented so 

that one is ófair and balancedô? And would the same apply if teaching the Rwandan 

genocide? But if this was to be the way in which the university wanted its courses taught, 

why then could this same universityôs hierarchy not practice the same balance in its 

invitations to speakers and in its preparation of lists of past óEvents on Campusô? 

     My job in teaching terrorism courses is difficult enough without my doing so against 

the background of my own university hierarchy taking a stance that favours one 

particular ósideô. Indeed, there seems to be a zero-sum game operating in the university: 

this is one whereby any activity that is seen as pro-Muslim automatically comes to be 

seen by management as anti-Semitic. This does make students and staff at Nottingham 

wary of adopting any pro-Muslim stance. For example, the university somehow turned 

the ósilent marchô (protesting about restrictions on academic freedom) that had occurred 

on campus in the wake of the arrests into something that could have engineered anti-

Semitism. As the Security Report relates, this march had elicited a reaction:  

 

The Jewish Society appear to have used the opportunity of publicising 

their view that anti-Semitism is in the increase and this has been further 

exacerbated by a statement in the House of Lords by [name reacted] who 

specifically named the University of Nottingham.
187

 

 

No evidence is provided, though, as to what ópublicisingô had gone on. And I have no 

idea who this member of the House of Lords was. But the whole idea that anyone on that 

silent march could have been encouraging anti-Semitism is again just bizarre. But being 

tainted thus seems to be the danger an activist runs at the University of Nottingham. 

     No-one, though, can ever accuse me of being partial in this respect. And again, I wish 

to establish my bone fides in writing this article. I have previously made complaints about 

activities (not at the University of Nottingham), which I took to be anti-Semitic in nature. 

My letters of protest on this matter, including one to the Simon Wiesenthal Centre in 

Amsterdam, are a matter of record. I take it upon myself to protest against all iniquitous 
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and reprehensible behaviour, no matter on which side of the Jewish/Muslim fence the 

perpetrators lie. 

 

Taking action against the Registrar  

I had become deeply concerned by the Registrarôs warning letter to Sabir. This was my 

student. It bears repeating that the Registrar had already publicly stated that: óthere is no 

ñprohibitionò on accessing terrorist materials for the purpose of researchô. He had already 

told me that Sabir was óarrested not for the research he was undertaking but because of 

his connection with the originator of the concern, a member of staff in Modern 

Languages [i.e. Yezza]ô.
188

 He had also said, óthis material [the Al Qaeda Training 

Manual] is of a nature which [is] defensible in terms of academic enquiryô.
189

 So why 

now, weeks after the arrests and in this letter to Sabir, was the Registrar telling him that 

the Al Qaeda Training Manual was óillegalô?
190

 Once more we have the question as to 

why he was saying one thing in public, while behind the scenes he was expressing a quite 

contrary view. And crucially - in his use of the second person - the Registrar was making 

it clear that this document must only be óillegalô for Sabir to possess. He wrote: óI had 

been informed by the police that it was illegal for you to possess this type of material in 

the UKô. But what was it about this young Muslim student that led to this particular 

verdict? 

     And the police, of course, did not say the Al Qaeda Training Manual was óillegalô. 

They had used, in their notices to Sabir, the term ónot legitimateô - and not the word 

óillegalô - and they had only used the former phrase because they had been taking 

university - i.e. óexpertô - advice.  

     I then wrote to the abovementioned Metropolitan Police Special Branch officer to 

protest about the Registrarôs choice of words. He arranged to meet with me. This meeting 

took place on 24 May 2009 at North Queen Street police station in Nottingham. Also 

present were the head of Nottinghamshire Constabulary Special Branch and an officer 

from WMPCTU. These three officers confirmed that no police officer would have told 

the Registrar that the Al Qaeda Training Manual was óillegalô. They said the Registrar 

was wrong to say what he did.
191

 

     I now asked for an internal university investigation into the Registrarôs behaviour. I 

thought that he was misrepresenting the police and that he was using threatening and 

harassing behaviour against my student by using such a falsehood. 

     Since any disciplinary investigation involving a university employee would normally 

be conducted by the Registrar himself, this case was dealt with by the universityôs Chief 

Financial Officer (CFO), Mr Chris Thompson ï himself a member of Management 

Board. The report he produced, and which took six months to complete, exonerated the 

Registrar. It did state, though, that there was no evidence of any police officer telling the 
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 Email to author from Dr Paul Greatrix (Registrar) dated 24 June 2008 at 11.45.  
189

 Email from Dr Paul Greatrix (Registrar) to (name redacted) of 27
 
May 2008 at 13.14.  

190
 This idea that is was the ópolice view that it was illegal for him [Sabir] to be in possession of the Al  

Qaeda Training Manualô is a phrase also used in a óBriefing Note for Vice-Chancellor for meeting with 

President of Islamic Society, 2 September 2008ô. 
191

 Meeting with the Head of Nottinghamshire Constabulary Special Branch, a representative from 

WMPCTU and a representative from Metropolitan Police Special Branch at North Church Street Police 

Station, Nottingham, 24 May 2009. 
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Registrar that the document was óillegalô. It was noted that the óRegistrar has not 

provided evidence that the police said it was ñillegalòô.
192

  

     It was during this CFOôs investigation that one police officer interviewed by a 

representative of the CFO stated that, óItôs not for the police to say what material is 

appropriate for use by students ï the university should determine this because itôs the 

universityôs businessô.
193

 And elsewhere in this CFOôs report a police officer says, óIt is 

for the University to determine what physical documents may be accessed by 

studentsô.
194

 Another officer confirmed what should be common knowledge: óIt would 

not, in [this officerôs] view be appropriate for a police officer to state that the AQTM is 

illegal because that is a question for the courts to decideô.
195

 Thus it is clear that the 

police were confirming that it was not their place to make any, quote, ójudgementô about 

any documents used by students ï that was the universityôs job.  

     The CFOôs report acknowledges that the Registrar was not told by any police officer 

that the Al Qaeda Training Manual was óillegalô. But then it goes on to note that the 

Registrar defends himself by saying that he was told it was óillegalô by someone else ï an 

unnamed, quote, óreliable sourceô. The report says that the óstatements that the Registrar 

made in the letter [to Sabir]éregarding the illegality of the AQTM were made in good 

faith and on the basis he had received from a reliable sourceô.
196

       

     There are at least two debateable aspects here. The first is that if the Registrar is 

saying he received this information from a óreliable sourceô then he must also be 

admitting that he did not hear it from the police. So, quod erat demonstrandum, he was 

lying to Sabir.  

     Secondly, if this óreliable sourceô had said it was óillegalô why then had the Registrar 

made all his many previous public statements about this very same document being free 

to use as a research source by all and sundry ï including, one presumes, Sabir? Moreover, 

such statements had also been made by Management Board ï which included the man 

carrying out this investigation, the CFO. So publicly the CFO - Chris Thompson - had 

been party to statements saying that óthere is no prohibition on accessing terrorist 

materials for the purpose of researchô,
197

 and thus making clear that there was nothing 

óillegalô about the Al Qaeda Training Manual.
198

 But now, by supporting the Registrar in 

his óreliable-source-saying-it-was-illegalô line, Mr Thompson must also be admitting that 

Management Board (including himself) had previously been untruthful to the university 

community, the media and the public in its/his previous statements on this issue. The 

CFO, in his judgement, was actually proclaiming himself to be a teller of untruths. He 

was hoisting himself on his own petard.     

     Thus, in a neat symmetry, the CFOôs finding that the Registrar had no case to answer 

meant that the rest of Management Board did have a case to answer. No-one, of course, 
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 CFOôs Report entitled, óAllegation of Malpractice against Dr Paul Greatrix made by Dr R Thorntonô, 

dated 11 November 2009. The covering note when sent to author is dated 23 December 2009. 
193

 Notes from phone conversation with representative of CFO with unknown police officer dated 15 

October 2009.  
194

 CFOôs Report. 
195

 Ibid. 
196

 Ibid. 
197

 Email to author 4 July 2008 at 15.54. 
198

 Such as in an email to the author from Dr Paul Greatrix (Registrar) of 4 July 2008 at 15.54. 
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in senior management seemed to appreciate this obvious logic. This may have been 

because senior managementôs orthodoxy did not seem to include logic as one of its core 

characteristics.   

     There are certainly other issues here. Was this óreliable sourceô saying it was only 

óillegalô for Sabir to possess this Al Qaeda Training Manual? And, while the Registrar 

might have a óreliable sourceô, he had been sent many emails by other óreliable sourcesô 

within and outside the university testifying to the actual ólegalityô of the Al Qaeda 

Training Manual ï including from myself, the only expert on terrorism in the 

university.
199

 So if the universityôs only expert on terrorism is not considered a óreliable 

sourceô, and if the police are not the óreliable sourceô, then just who is this ósourceô that 

was so óreliableô? And, curiously, and again remarkably, when he was being interviewed 

by the CFOôs representative the Registrar makes another claim that the police said 

something that they clearly could not have. The Registrar states, in relation to the version 

of the Al Qaeda Training Manual which Sabir had downloaded, that óthe police said it 

was the most serious form of the AQTMô. This cannot have been true, because if 

anybody had ever checked then they would have known that it was not the most serious 

form. And, of course, the ómost serious formô of the Al Qaeda Training Manual was the 

one actually available from the universityôs own library!
200

 

     In another aside here, the notes for this interview, released under FoI, are, in 

contravention of the legislation, 60 per cent redacted. The names, though, and most 

remarkably, of Special Branch and counter-terrorist police officers are actually left 

unredacted and open for all to read!
201

 

     The CFOôs final pronouncement in his report is: óOn the basis of the information 

supplied to me by [redacted] I do believe that [redacted ï but presumably the Registrar] 

made the statements that he made in his letter of 4 August 2008 [to Sabir] in good faith, 

on the basis of advice and guidance that he had received, and as such, was not guilty of 

malpracticeô.
202

 But I find it hard to believe that the Registrar of a leading UK university 

ï a man in such a position of responsibility ï can make allegations of criminal behaviour 

against a completely innocent student and yet have it classed as activity óin good faithô. 

This still, though, leaves the central question hanging: is it still not ómalpracticeô to lie 

about what the police said and did not say? Because the CFOôs report did conclude that 

the Registrar had lied. And misrepresenting the police is a crime ï it is, in fact, óillegalô. 

This is why we have signs everywhere that say óPolite Noticeô, and not óPolice Noticeô. 

The former is legal, while the latter - if put up by anyone outside the police force - is 

illegal. The Registrar broke the law; this is clear from the CFOôs judgement. And this is, 

                                                 
199

 Four lecturers (in emails) within the university, all acting independently of each other, had emailed the 

Registrar to tell him, post-arrests, that the Al Qaeda Training Manual was freely available legitimate 

research material (emails released under FoI): Dr Alf  Nilsen, Dr Vanessa Pupavac, Dr Matthew Rendall 

and Dr Maria Ryan. The emails in question can be produced. 
200

 Notes from interview with CFOôs representative, 27 October 2009.   
201

 The university, in its emails released under FoI and DPA, redacted the names of a good proportion of its 

senior managers and academics. Some emails even have the sender, the recipient, and the date and time that 

it was sent redacted! Thus the message contained within such emails is singularly uninformative in terms of 

óinformationô. 
202

 The CFO, óNotes of a meeting with [name redacted] ï Wednesday 9 December 2009ô. 
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moreover, not a victimless crime. The welfare of an innocent student lay at the heart of 

this activity by the Registrar. 

     The CFOôs report once more undermines the universityôs stance that óno judgement 

was made by usô. The university was here admitting that it was making an independent 

ójudgementô via the óreliable sourceô. Moreover, if this report was saying that the 

Registrar was basically admitting that he had not told Sabir the truth then why did the 

university apply no censure? After all, the Registrar himself had told the police, óI have a 

highly responsible role regarding the reputation and running of our Universityô. The 

Registrar is the individual responsible for everybody elseôs - staff and students - 

discipline within the university; and yet he appears to be above the law himself. This 

seems peculiar.  

     The CFOôs report was given to the current Vice-Chancellor, Professor David 

Greenaway. This report provided proof to the Vice-Chancellor that the Registrar had 

been untruthful towards a student in his university and had misrepresented the police. So 

why did the Vice-Chancellor, Professor David Greenaway, take no action against him? 

     And does anyone really think that if the student facing the Registrar and the Head of 

Security in the above meeting had been, to again quote that police officer, óSwedish and 

blondeô, that there would have been any use of the word óillegalô? Probably not. 

     

On another issue 

The CFOôs report was dated as being finished on 11 November 2009. It was not put in 

my pigeon-hole, though, until the late afternoon of 23 December (with a covering letter 

so dated), just before the Christmas break. Where had it been? This, though, was a 

common ópsychological warfareô tactic at the university ï to give bad news to someone 

just before a holiday or a weekend. All of the letters that warned me of upcoming 

disciplinary action meetings were placed in my pigeon-hole last thing on a Friday 

afternoon. I also received one on the day before Good Friday, 2011. 

     And perhaps it is also worthwhile adding another piece of context here. It would 

appear that the Registrar (PhD in English Language) had a somewhat antagonistic 

attitude to students in general. He made this very clear in an article he wrote in March 

2011 for The Guardian newspaperôs óHigher Education Networkô blog. In this article he 

was expressing concern about the demands currently being placed on universities by 

students in light of the increasing óstudents-as-consumersô mentality. I record here his 

final paragraph verbatim, including its optional use of the question mark: 

 

Finally, shouldnôt we just be honest and tell students that things are, 

sometimes, sadly, just a bit crap [sic]. Part of the learning process is that 

they just need to accept it, by all means grumble a bit, and then move on? 

[sic]
203

 

 

Was this the attitude taken towards Rizwaan Sabir? That even though óthingsô were óa bit 

crapô, he should just stop ógrumblingô, óacceptô his lot, and ómove onô? 

 

                                                 
203

 Paul Greatrix, óUniversity isnôt just a business ï and the student isnôt always rightô, guardian.co.uk 

higher education network, at http://www.guardian.co.uk/higher-education-network/blog accessed 16 March 

2011. 
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Legal assistance on Management Board 

One of the problems with the reaction of the hierarchy of the University of Nottingham to 

the arrests on campus was that the legal advice they were receiving was, in several cases, 

wrong. Where this legal advice was coming from is, as I say, not known; but at least 

some legal óassistanceô was being supplied by one member of Management Board. On 26 

May 2008, a week after Sabir and Yezza had been released with no charges (although 

with Yezza still facing investigation for visa-related offences), a professor from the 

School of Law and also a member of Management Board, Professor Diane Birch, was 

still referring to them in an email as the ósuspectsô. But they had been released without 

charge, so it seems quite wrong to still be calling them ósuspectsô. In this same email she 

also asks, rhetorically, whether Sabirôs sending of the documents to Yezza for printing 

was óan OK thing to do, not at all covert, dishonest or likely to provoke suspicion. 

Disgracefulô. While it may have been technically ódishonestô, the sending of three benign 

documents - two articles and a small book - hardly ranks as behaviour ólikely to provoke 

suspicionô. And suspicion of what? Professor Birchôs email here is, moreover, not some 

personal missive to a friend; she is writing to, among others, the Vice-Chancellor (Sir 

Colin Campbell), the future Vice-Chancellor (Professor David Greenaway), the Registrar 

(Dr Paul Greatrix), the Head of Human Resources (Jaspal Kaur) and the Deputy Head of 

Security (Stuart Croy).
204

 She also uses the word ódishonestô the next day in an email to 

much the same personnel. In this email she also talks of óthe steps the student took to 

impede the investigationô.
205

 But, as we know, Sabir had taken absolutely no steps at all 

to impede the investigation. He had, after all, no idea that there was an investigation - 

how could he? - before his arrest. And, certainly, the university lecturer with him that day 

in the corridor outside Yezzaôs office had no idea either. 

     The use of such language - ósuspectsô, ódishonestô, ódisgracefulô, ócovertô - by such an 

influential figure as this professor of law could be regarded as grossly unprofessional. As 

the only law professor on Management Board she had a very responsible position. But 

she was involved here in unsubstantiated conjecture that flew in the face of her legal 

obligation, on several levels, to provide a duty of care. 

     She had clearly adopted the universityôs line that the document which Sabir had 

downloaded and the one on Amazon were somehow different. On 4 July 2008 she 

emailed the Registrar to say, óI think Sabir and Yezza have hidden behind what I will call 

the ñAmazonò defence for so long that everyone believes itôs trueô.
206

 Well, this is 

because it was true! But where does Professor Birchôs iron conviction on this point come 

from? How had she developed this orthodoxy?   

     On 8 July 2008, and as the university was considering sending out another of its 

defensive portal messages (i.e. the aforementioned one of 9 July), Professor Birch is 

emailing once more to the hierarchy to say that óSabir and Yezza are drawing reassurance 

from our silence to put forward views based on a distortion of the facts. All we have done 

                                                 
204

 Email dated 26 May 2008 from Professor Diane Birch to Sir Colin Campbell (Vice-Chancellor), Dr 

Paul Greatrix (Registrar), Jonathan Ray (Communications Director), Professor David Greenaway, Jaspal 

Kaur (Head of HR) and Professor Chris Rudd 
205

 Email dated 27 May 2008 at 14.11 from Professor Diane Birch to Jonathan Ray, Professor David 

Greenaway, Dr Paul Greatrix (Registrar), Sir Colin Campbell (Vice-Chancellor) and others. 
206

 Email of Professor Diane Birch to Registrar, Paul Greatrix on 4 July 2008 at 13.39.   
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in terms of making statements (quite rightly
207

) is to state the facts as we know them to 

beô.
208

 This was hollow, too. Professor Birch, herself, and at the very least, was aware 

that the decision to call in the police in the first place had not been a ócollectiveô one and 

that no risk assessment had been conducted; and yet she had been party to portal 

messages that stated otherwise.
209

 The day after she sent this email (i.e. 9 July), a number 

of ófactsô were óput forwardô by Management Board (including Professor Birch) on the 

university portal. These themselves, as has been pointed out, would appear to have been 

acts of, to use Professor Birchôs word, ódishonestyô.  

     And this attitude of Professor Birch is important. She is not only the one member of 

Management Board qualified to speak on legal matters, but she also comes to assume a 

central role in óassistingô the two particular junior academics mentioned earlier: Dr 

Macdonald Daly and Dr Sean Matthews. The involvement of these two in the whole 

affair is, at the very least, interesting.  

 

Dr Macdonald Daly and Dr Sean Matthews  

Dr Daly from the School of Modern Languages and Dr Matthews from the School of 

English Studies are key players. I have never met them. Despite being, at the time of the 

arrests, representatives of the academicsô union, the University and College Union (UCU) 

- with Dr Daly being its head at Nottingham - they almost immediately resigned their 

UCU posts after the arrests and began to take a very proactive and supportive line in 

terms of backing the universityôs senior management in its defensive posture. And, in 

producing their many letters, articles and, most latterly, a booklet, the two made no secret 

of the help they received from the universityôs leading lights: óWe had been ableô, they 

said óto discuss the issues with University senior management since virtually day one 

[post arrests], and had found them to be quite forthcoming with information, of which 

they had a good dealô. Indeed, they go on, óWhenever we asked senior management for 

informationéwe were never denied itô. But, of course, in many instances the handing 

over such information by senior university staff was against the law. Among the material 

given to these two was my own email to the Registrar that I refer to above.
210

 The 

authors, in the booklet they wrote, described how they received it: óWhen we requestedô, 

they said, óa copy of Rod Thorntonôs letter [i.e. my email], we received it within a day 

(from a sheepish Registrar)ô.
211

 That was nice of him.  

     In fact, Daly and Matthews were also being supplied with information unasked. There 

is email evidence showing that the universityôs then Communications Director, Jonathan 

Ray, was keeping them abreast of events vis-à-vis the arrests. Professor Birch, the 

                                                 
207

 In typical groupthink behaviour it is common to use - or overuse - phrases such as, óquite rightlyô. Like 

the word óaccurateô, it was seemingly adopted as the reinforcing mantra by many in the hierarchy in their 

descriptions of the universityôs actions.  
208

 Email of Professor Diane Birch to Sir Colin Campbell, Dr Paul Greatrix (Registrar), Professor David 

Greenaway (current Vice-Chancellor), Professor Alan Dodson, Professor Chris Rudd, Professor Christine 

Ennew, David Riley, Chris Thompson (CFO). 
209

 Professor Birch and other senior staff had, for instance, been emailed to be told this very fact by the 

Head of Security on 22 May. 
210

 Macdonald Daly and Sean Matthews, Academic Freedom and the University of Nottingham 

(Nottingham: Bramcote Press, 2009), p.35, p.36. 
211

 Ibid, p.36. 
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professor of law, also kept in touch with Daly and Matthews in relation to the universityôs 

whole approach to putting its óviewsô forward. The few emails made available between 

these three (Birch, Matthews and Daly) have been mostly very heavily and sometimes 

even completely redacted.
212

 This is, again, in contravention of FoI legislation.  

     It is only fair to point out, though, that while they do boast about the help they 

received from senior management, Daly and Matthews also deny being ólackeysô. In a 

letter the two sent to the Nottingham Evening Post they stated that óanyone who knows us 

on campus will know that we are not in the pockets of managementô.
213

 It would seem, 

though, given the degree of contact that the two had with senior management - including 

personal email contact with the Registrar - that their denials are hard to accept at face 

value.  

     As I and others began to raise more and more issues concerning the arrests, and as the 

university became more and more defensive, Daly and Matthews increased their profile 

and even began to liaise with six members of staff in my own School of Politics, 

including its Head and Deputy Head. The vituperative nature of their campaign against 

both myself and Rizwaan Sabir can be judged by the fact that Dr Matthews, in emails to 

both the leadership of my own School and to senior management - including Professor 

Birch and the Communications Director - refers to me variously as a órabid Mad Dogô, 

óBillybob MadDogô [you see what he did there?] and óRodders ñMad Dogòô.
214

 To feel 

comfortable in using such language to senior figures in the university would appear to 

imply an undue degree of familiarity on the part of Dr Matthews. The use of such 

language, at the very least, contravenes the universityôs code of practice for the use of 

computing facilities. It is defamatory. But not one of these senior ranks, though, thought 

it necessary to censure Dr Matthews or asked him to moderate his language. Why?  

     Given the zero-sum nature of the role Drs Daly and Matthews adopted as defenders of 

senior management, the missives they sent out to various publications had, of necessity, 

to include criticisms of both Sabir and Yezza and of those members of the School of 

Politics (and others) who had come out in support of them. In one letter sent to both the 

THE and the Education Guardian, Daly and Matthews accused me and my colleagues of 

engaging in óirresponsible, opportunistic and unethical conductô. Our behaviour lacked 

óveracity and honestyô, they said, and was óincompatible with the truthô.
215

 I found this to 

be a tad ironic coming from these two supporters of a senior management which had 

already displayed its limpet-like adherence to the ótruthô. One message of Dr Dalyôs was 

even removed by the THE from its website on the grounds that it was deemed to be 

offensive.
216

 His comments constituted, said the THE, óabusive and personalised attacks 
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 It is also obvious when emails have not been released when those that have been released refer to 

previous, unknown, correspondence. 
213

 Michael Greenwell, óTerror probe sparks schismô, Nottingham Evening Post, 4 June 2009, p.11. 
214

 Dr Sean Matthews refers to me as óRodders ñMad Dogòô and later as just ñMad Dogò in an email of 27 

June 2008 at 10.45 to Professor Diane Birch, Dr Macdonald Daly and Jonathan Ray (Communications 

Director); as óBillybob MadDogô in an email to Jonathan Ray of 27 June 2008 at 15.36.  
215

 Comment to THE website, 2 June 2008. 
216

 The removal of this comment of Dr Dalyôs was queried in another comment to the THE by Professor 

Steven Fielding, School of Politics, of 26 June 2009. Taken from Teaching about Terrorism website. Entry 

of 15 July 2009, óNottingham: ñReading lists inspected for capacity to incite violenceòô, at 

http://www.teachingterrorism.net/2009/07/15/nottingham-reading-lists-inspected-for-capacity-to-incite-

violence 
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on an individualô.
217

 The communications of these two were also being backed by 

supportive letters sent by members of my own School of Politics. They would join in 

with messages of their own to the THE critical of both myself and of other members of 

staff at the university.
218

 

     A number of the uncorroborated accusations made by Daly and Matthews were quite 

astonishing. Matthews, for instance, wrote to the THE on 22 July 2008 saying that 

Hicham Yezza had: 

 

aroused concern not only by downloading the materialsébut also by a 

pattern of behaviour that has, inter alia, led to him being now bailed to 

face charges for Immigration offences, the courts having decided that 

there is a case to answer (he is innocent until proven guilty, but that the 

courts and CPS should find a case to answer does, one would think, 

suggest that the University may have been correct to call in the authorities 

in the first place).
219

 

 

Firstly, Yezza did not ódownload the materialsô. More importantly, though, the university 

had, of course, called in the óauthorities in the first placeô in relation to suspected 

terrorism, not in relation to suspected visa irregularities. So for Matthews to say that the 

university was ócorrectô stretches credulity. And what of the accusation that Yezza had 

óaroused concernéby a pattern of behaviourô? Such finger-pointing - which would 

appear to imply that he had some ólinksô to terrorism - had no basis in fact. Sabir has read 

all of the statements made by those members of university staff who were interviewed by 

the police (and this can be checked with WMPCTU). He states that no-one in any way 

describes Yezza as exhibiting a ópattern of behaviourô. No-one gives the impression that 

Yezza was in any way linked to any form of radicalism, let alone terrorism. Indeed, the 

opposite is stated ï the interviewees noted that he had specifically not done anything that 

óaroused concernô. The only negative issue raised by those interviewed by the police was 

that Yezzaôs attendance at work was not the best.
220

 

     On 23 July 2008, in another message to the THE, Matthews continues in the same 

vein. He says that óthe University managers who had to make the decision to call in the 

police were not simply doing so only on account of the infamous documents, but because 

they had other, or further concernsô. Again, we have the unsubstantiated finger-pointing. 

What are these ófurther concernsô? They are not specified. Matthews goes on, óPerhaps 

the University was in part, in making its original risk assessment, mindful of the fact that 

its efforts to get Mr Yezza properly to substantiate his legal status had met with no 

success.ô
221

 But we know that no órisk assessmentô had ever been carried out, and 

certainly no-one involved, least of all the Registrar, made any mention of Yezzaôs legal 
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218
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Teaching about Terrorism website. Entry of 15 July 2009, óNottingham: ñReading lists inspected for 
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 Comment to THE website, 23 July 2008. 
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status to the police: the arrests were the result of the documents being found, nothing 

else. There were no ófurther concernsô. Indeed, the university has elsewhere, and in a 

defensive move (because it should have been aware of his legal situation), stated that it 

knew nothing of any issues related to his immigration status. So there is no óperhapsô - to 

use Matthews insinuating word - about it: the immigration issue had nothing to do with 

the police being initially called in. This only came to light later on. 

 

The booklet 

Then, in early 2009, Daly and Matthews produced a booklet ï Academic Freedom and 

the University of Nottingham.
222

 This was published by a press that was actually owned 

by Dr Daly. It was possible to buy Academic Freedom and the University of Nottingham 

from Amazon for £3.99. On the back cover of the work it states that copies could be sent 

with free postage and packing óto anywhere in the worldô. Any óprofitsô from the booklet 

would, it is stated, go to a charity.
223

  

     Again, it is obvious that the two authors had received a good deal of help from 

university management in gathering material for this work. Indeed, once more the authors 

boast about receiving such help. And certainly no post-publication moves were ever 

made by the university to distance itself from its contents. In fact, the opposite was the 

case. A óuniversity spokespersonô, quoted by the Nottingham Evening Post, stated that 

óthe book is on sale and on prominent display in the Universityôs main bookshopô.
224

 

Why advertise this fact unless the university supported its production? Copies were also 

sent to journalists at the THE (along with threats of legal action against them!) and were 

made freely available in large numbers and distributed into staff pigeon-holes around the 

university. The then Exams Officer in our School of Politics distributed them into our 

pigeon-holes. The bookletôs veracity was also championed in messages to the THE by 

this same Exams Officer. She called it óan unbiased account of the Nottingham 

arrestsô.
225

 She also advised those who questioned the content of Daly and Matthewsô 

work should óTry reading the bookô. Dr Mathew Humphrey, the deputy head of School, 

wrote to a publisher to say the booklet was óthe most detailed account yet publishedô of 

the case.
226

 Both, immediately after their comments, helpfully provide a link where this 

booklet could be found. 

     Daly and Matthewsôs Academic Freedom and the University of Nottingham, however, 

has barely a grain of truth in it. It is basically a reinforcement of the position of university 

management. Full of pious language and grandstanding rhetoric, its emphasis is on the 

fact that óacademic freedomô does not extend to students and administrators. That is, Daly 

and Matthews were saying that both Sabir and Yezza had no right to be viewing the Al 

Qaeda Training Manual - it was only members of óthe academyô who could do that. 

     This sounds a little silly. If such a nuance does exist then does this mean that only 

ómembers of the academyô can buy the Al Qaeda Training Manual from Amazon? That 

only ómembers of the academyô can get it out of the library? And also why do universities 
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223

 Ibid, back cover. 
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 Michael Greenwell, óLecturers slam colleagues for ñNottingham Twoò lobbyô, Nottingham Evening 
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 Letter of Dr Pauline Eadie to THE 25 June 2009.  
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 Email of Dr Mathew Humphrey on 8 July 2009 at 13.03. 
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not have one set of statutes for ómembers of the academyô and another for ónon-

membersô? For instance, the University of Nottinghamôs Code of Practice for the Use of 

Computing Facilities (the most draconian at any UK university) would need to be 

changed. The section where its states that, óUsers must not access, transmit, store, print, 

promote or displayématerial that is likely to incite hatred, terrorism or violenceô, would 

have to be altered to distinguish between students and academics.
227

 Academics can send 

such material, one assumes, while non-academics can not. But then what makes a person 

an óacademicô? Presumably, say, a student who has been studying for a PhD on terrorism 

for four years cannot have accessed material such as the Al Qaeda Training Manual 

(according to Daly and Matthewsô take on academic freedom). But when this student 

passes their PhD viva they may think, óGreat! I am now an academic!  I can now look at 

all the terrorist stuff I could not look at before!ô Or can this only happen once the student 

has officially been awarded the PhD after a graduation ceremony? Or is it case that they 

can only look at the óforbiddenô material if they have both a PhD and a job in academia? 

Then they would be óproperô academics. Would they not? And what of the 50 per cent or 

so of university-based academics who do not have a PhD? Can they access the likes of 

the Al Qaeda Training Manual without a PhD? I could go on with this line; but lifeôs too 

short. And anyway, it can only happen in Nottingham World. 

     But even if óacademic freedomô is supposedly limited to óacademicsô, this was never 

the point at issue in this case. As has been stated, both Sabir and Yezza, like anyone in 

the UK, have/has the right to possess a library book or material from respected and 

approved student-resource websites. And even if the Al Qaeda Training Manual could be 

labelled as óterrorist materialsô, Sabir and Yezza, along with everyone else in the country 

- and as was proved by the Bradford Case and as was stated by the Lord Chief Justice - 

still have the right to ópossessô it. So Daly and Matthews had gone to a lot of trouble to 

write about an issue that simply did not apply in this case.
228

 This was never an issue 

simply of academic freedom; it was always an issue of freedom per se: a freedom that 

was being denied to Sabir and Yezza as individuals by the University of Nottingham. 

Sabir and Yezza had a perfect right to have in their possession the materials in question.  

     The booklet is, moreover, rather crude in the way that it attempts to denigrate several 

individuals, most notable Sabir and Yezza. The implication made clear from the work is 

that both are not as óinnocentô as they claim to be. The authors are unequivocal:  

 

The Nottingham arrestees engaged in activity falling within Subsection (2) 

[of the Terrorism Act 2006 in that the]éstudent [Sabir] transmitted the 

contents of a terrorist publicationéand the administrator [Yezza] 

provided (or intended to provide) a service to the student enabling him to 

read the publication. 

 

The reader seems to be left in no doubt as to the óguiltô of the two men. The first problem 

with this statement is that the Al Qaeda Training Manual was never a óterrorist 

publicationô. (Elsewhere Matthews said the two ówere in possession of terrorist 
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 University of Nottingham, óCode of Practice for the Use of Computing Facilitiesô, September 2009, p.2. 
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 OôNeill, óTerror law in tattersô. 
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documentsô.
229

) It was only the university that had ever said this, not the police. The 

second issue, and it bears repeating ad nauseam, is that this very same óterrorist 

publicationô was - and still is - available, in its most complete from, from the universityôs 

own library. And this óterrorist publicationô was, moreover, only ever ópublishedô by 

respectable presses in the UK and the US ï and not by any óterroristsô. So Sabir and 

Yezza most decidedly did not óengage in activity falling within the [Terrorism Act 

2006]ô.  

     The implications of giving the impression that the two were in some way guilty of 

terrorist-related offences without the authors providing any proof - and in what has to be, 

given the help that senior management patently provided to the two authors, a university-

approved publication - are quite obvious.
230

   

     And it is not just Sabir and Yezzaôs possession of a óterrorist publicationô that was 

supposedly creating the suspicion. In their booklet, the two authors repeat accusations 

they had made earlier elsewhere. It is stated that the police were called in, not just 

because of the documents found, but also because of óan assessment of the recent conduct 

and character of the co-worker [Yezza]ô. There is mention also of óan employee [Yezza] 

whose behaviour and state of mind had already generated concernô.
231

 But, again, none of 

these co-workers of Yezzaôs make any mention of such óconductô, óbehaviourô or 

óconcernô in their police statements. And the Registrar made it clear in his statement to 

the police, which is repeated in the Security Report, that it was only the three documents - 

and the three documents alone - that had led to his calling in of the police; nothing else. 

Daly and Matthews were very wrong to simply invent rationales for the police being 

called in. 

     The two authors go on to say that the university, in order to, quote, óprotectô Hicham 

Yezza, kept back certain information, ómuch of it potentially damaging toéHichamôs 

good nameô.
232

 Well, such óinformationô must also have been kept back from the police 

as well because Sabir notes that none of those who made statements to the police include 

any material that was damaging to Yezzaôs ógood nameô (and WMPCTU will confirm 

this).
233

 Once more, the authors are making uncorroborated and defamatory insinuations.   

     But while no evidence is provided to back up these óconcernsô relating to Yezzaôs 

óconductô, ócharacterô or óstate of mindô we are, though, provided with evidence in the 

booklet that Yezzaôs office was in óthe Universityôs densely populated main 

administrative building (situated above the office of the Vice-Chancellor)ô.
234

 And just 

what is supposed to be inferred from such a geography lesson? That if a bomb went off in 

this building then casualties, to include the Vice-Chancellor, would be severe? Why else 

make such a comment?  
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     The help the authors received from the university in writing this booklet is very clear 

from the revelations about Yezzaôs personal details. We are told, for instance, that óhe 

was excluded from [his PhD] courseéaccordingéto his Departmentôs account, because 

his funding body was not satisfiedéwith his progressô. Well, why was óhis Departmentô 

handing over such details?
235

 They also say that ósenior management é[were]éwholly 

candidô in  handing over details of Yezzaôs immigration status.
236

 Why did they do this? 

The authors say that senior management also told them that óthe University had agreed 

with Hicham Yezza that outstanding fees from his period as a doctoral student should be 

deducted from his salaryô.
237

 Why were such personal financial details handed over? How 

could the two authors have obtained such information? Yezza certainly did not tell them. 

Information, say the two authors, and let it be repeated, was being supplied by ósenior 

managementô.
238

 If any ósenior managementô did provide confidential personal details 

relating to Yezza then it is clear that they were in breach of their own contracts.  

     I complained to the current Vice-Chancellor Professor David Greenaway about the 

handing over of such information to Daly and Matthews, and about their making it public 

in their booklet. He said, however, óI am satisfied that there is nothing to be gained by 

further investigation of this matterô.
239

 This I found this to be ironic since one of the 

charges I had been found guilty of previously was that I had made public óconfidentialô 

personal detailsô; including details which had already been made public under FoI! 

     Daly and Matthews were also given details about what had happened at a meeting of 

University Senate on 11 June 2008, when the issue of the arrests on campus was 

discussed. The authors were not present, but they write that óthe Head of the School of 

Politicsédid make a formal apology for the actions of his academic colleagues to the 

University Senate on 11 June 2008ô.
240

 Anyone reading this would garner the impression 

that blame had been apportioned by Senate, and that it was those in the School of Politics 

who were óguiltyô. But the problem here is that the stated Head of School (Professor 

Simon Tormey at that time) denies making any formal apology and another member of 

the School of Politics who was present denies hearing any.
241

 Daly and Matthews fail to 

provide a source for their interpretation of what happened at this Senate meeting ï the 

notes for which have ódisappearedô.
242
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 Ibid., p.25. 
236

 Ibid., p.36. 
237

 Ibid., p.37. 
238

 Ibid, p.25, p.37. 
239

 Letter of Professor David Greenaway to author, 25 March 2011. 
240

 Ibid, p.34 
241

 In regards to this whole situation, no stigma at all should be attached to Professor Tormey. 
242

 The minutes for this meeting of Senate meeting do not record any apology. They merely state, under the 

title óRecent police investigationô, that óSenate discussed the recent police investigation on University Park 

campus and ENDORSED [sic]actions taken by the University in connection with this investigationô. (p.5)  

That is it. And it is Point 19 (out of 19) on the agenda! The biggest óscandalô to hit the University of 

Nottingham for many years and it merits just 22 words in a Senate Minute. The building of a sculpture on 

campus merited 73 words in this same minute! (p.3)  That is the only mention of this incident. The notes 

taken at the time for this Senate meeting have not been kept. Professor Tormey, now Head of Politics at the 

University of Sydney, wrote to me: óñFormal apologyò? Thatôs certainly not what was intended ï more an 

expression of regret é that events seemed to have got out of handô. Email to author from Professor Simon 

Tormey dated 15 June 2010. 
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